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TO THE 
W ORSHIPFUL 


| His Worthily Honoured Brother - | 
HENRY. CLITHEROW, Eſq; 


the happy increaſe and continu- | 


ance of all Spiritual and Temporal! 
bleſſings in this Life, and the bleſſed 
fruition of Eternal Joys im 
that to: come. . 


Honoured SIR, | 
a H E Pons lives of 
your Worthy and 
E Religions Afice- 
- ſtors 3 your many- 
and your great civilities to- - 
wards me and mine ; the rich 
mercy Lenjoy in thechaſte.im- 
braces of your vertuous and 
Religious Siſter, my truly lo-. 
ving, and moſt: dearly belo- 
ved Wife; Butabove all,your. 
AZ: Piety 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
Picty to God, your Filial obe- 
dience to your Mother the 
Church of England ; your 
Loyal heart to your Soye- 
reign, and your Tfoving heart 
to your relations, are the ob- 
liging motives of this my 
Dedication ; your kind acce- 


own, as a Joving addition to 
your former favours. Ef 
RBepentance, Sir,is a grace 
ſo excellent, a work ſo necel. 
fary for all thoſe that. deſire 
ro he” their lives in all god- 
lineſs, and honeſty as becom- 
eth Chriſtians, that-the ' moſt 
righteous wan alive may find 
in himſelf cauſe gk ' WM 
not too muchIro make a gra- 
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Pptance whereof I muſt CEC 


The Epifile Dedicatory. 
cious, and a daily improve- 
ment of it; for {ſuch and ſo 
many are the deceirs of our 
corrupt hearts, ( which above 
all thrngs are moſt deceitful; 
as the Prophet Jeremiab af- 
ſureth us, Fer.17:9.) and {6 
manifo]d-the failings of our. 
lives and actions, that if we 
ſhall indeavor daily (as we 
ought) to take a ſerious and . 
a ſtrict view and-acconnt of 

them, we may welwonder we . 
are ever from our knees : from 
whence was holy Dawid's pi- 
ous confeſſion and humble pe- 
titton, P/al. T 9.12. Who knows 
eth the errours of his life? 
Lord cleanſe thou-me from my. -: 
ſecret faults. It therefore con= . 
A 4 cerns. 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


cerns us all (even the very 


beſt of us) with him to {ſet 
Fri& watches over our 
hearts, that we offend not 
with our tongues; to look 
narrowly to our ways that we 
tranſgreſs not in our actions; 
to reckon daily with our ſouls 
for ſin,and when we find that 
{thorough the frailty of our 


corrupt natures) we have- 


| fipd or fallen, to pray alſo 
(as holy Dawid did) that we 
may riſe again by true and 
timely Repentance. 


Our lives are {wift, ſhort, 


| and uncertain, full of weak- 
\ aneſles, frailties, and infirmi- 


+ cies, daily and hourly expoſed 
unto many difficulties and 
great 


a MM 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
great and unknown dangers ; 
every moment paſſing,and ne- 
ver returning ; and yet this 
ſhore ſpan, this ſmall punSGun ' 
of time, this vain ſhadow(this | 
meer nothing in compare of 
that which ſhall remain for e- 
ver) is that on which Eternt- 
iy dependerh : --It behoves us 
all therefore with Chriſtian 
care and holy diligence, {by 
this blefſed work of Repent- 
ance, landtification to righte- 
ouſneſs, and godly perſcve. AY 
rance) to make our cal[lings & 
elefions ſure, while it is cal- 
lcd to day (even this bleſſed 


.* day of Grace, while we have 


yet time, and gractons oppor- 
cuniries to repent in ;) tor the 
A 5 night 


"The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
-night of Death cometh when 
we. cannot. work,,. and..the 
day of Judgement cometh 
when time ſhall be-no- more. 
Hitherto: as a Chriſtian (in 


— to ; the; fubzet of 
_ my following diſcourſe ) I 


have thought it my duty (as 
your Chriſtian, 'Remem- 
b2zancer) to-mind you of thac 
Hoc unicum neceſſari nz1,with- 
out the daily. exerciſe- and. 
improvement whereof; your. 
Life can neither be com- 
fortable nor - your Death 
happy 3 and which (by rea- 
fon of the cares and, troubles, 
profits and pleaſures, fins 
and miſeries, with other ſuch 
lke diſturbers of the reſt and 
quict 


A, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
quict of our Souls in thts 
Vain and Tranfitory Lite ) 
we are all too apt: to-for- 
et : - Give me now leave l 


belecch you- as a Relation . 


both to own and incourage 


thoſe your Mozal vertues, 
which perhaps your Chrt-: | 
ſtian modeſty may defire to be. 


concealed. 


Since the time of my haps | 


py acquaintance with. you [I 
have 
fort ) 
your life and converſation-to 
be ſuch,as may be truly ſtiled 
blameleſs, and (as the-Apo- 
ſtle's phraſe is.) unſpotted of 
the world : Your ſpirit noble 
and generous, to 1njoy- the 
A.6. 


(C with Chriſtian come | 
conſtantly. obſerved : | 


blef- 


| 


| 


The Epiftle Dedieatory. 
bleſſing of your plentifal e- 
| fate with comforr 5 your 
Temperance and Sobzety 
both pious ,- and exemplary, 
even m the midd't of a Licen- 
 tious and debauched gene- 
| ration 3 your Ynfeqrity and 
| ot ove IUNCr 7 Pt- 
ouſly ſurrable to the Apoſtles 
Rule, owing nothing to any 
| man but Love; and (which 
| isthecrown of all} your f#n- 
| cerity of heartin all theſe (tm 
| your willing obedience unto 
| Gods holy commands ) free 
|| fromthe leaſt ſtatn of hypo- 


{ crifte; from whence (to your 


, Souls happineſs) your praiſe 


j 2s not of men, but of God : 
!. Go on Sir, in theſe holy paths 
ll. of 


| a ”” "oY — i CE: - 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
of Godhnels and Honeſty, 
with joy and comfort ; which 
will at laſt lead you from an 
happy Lite , to a bleſſed 
Death 3 from a ſafe and 
quiet fleep i in the grave, to ' 
a joyful and x glorious re- 
{urredtion , from your earth- 
ly to your heavenly mhert- 
tance, which Chrift your | 
Redeemer hath both pur- } 
chaſed and prepared for |} 
you : for your blelled im- | 
Joyment whereof (with the - | 
happy increaſe of all thoſe 
\- heavenly praces eternally or- 
' dained as the bleſſed means | 
' conducing to. this bleſſed | 
end) as (by Gods gract- 
ous aſliftance) you have here- | 
11 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
in the weak indeavours, ſo * 
ſhall you ever haye the zea- 
lous prayers of, 


SIR, 
Tour affeFionately loving 
Brother and Humble 
Servant, 


THO, FETTIPLACE. 


—"—— 


TO. THE 


Impenitent Sunner, Crrace 
Mercy and Peace in Jeſus. 
Chriſt, by true and timely 

Repentance. 


READER, 
EEE HOSOEVER thou 
M/S art who art zet in thy 
7/0 Sins, conftder with me 
['N* ſeriouſly and timely (T © 
ep pray thee) of thy ſad 
| and deplorable condi- 
tion, by the View of theſe weighty,and 
zmportant particulars following. 
Think often (with aſtoniſhment.) - 
that while thou art out of Chriſt, thou. 
canſt not behold God as thy Merciful 
: and Loving Father, but a thy Juit. 
and incenſed Judge; a God moſt ter- 
rible and amazing to thoſe affright- 
ed. Souls that ſeek. him not- by _ 
an 
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To the Reader. 


and tintely forrow for their Sins; 4 


| - God to whom vengeance belongeth.to 


reward the wicked anjwerable to 
their evil ways : his Eſſence light 
zraccelſible, unto which no ſinful eye 
can approach 5 his attributes: terrour 
unuttcrable, from which no ſurful 
Soul can cſcape3 his Wiſdom ſearch- 
718 iuto the ſecrets of thy Corrupt 
heart. and trying thy ſinful reins, who 
7s ever nearer to thee than thou art 
unto thy ſelf, in whom alpze thou [i- 


| weſt, moveſt, and enjogeſt 4his thy 


Being : who is about thy. bed and 4- 
bout thy paths and ſpieth out all thy 


finful ways: His power unreſitible 3 
' what be Will he Deth. in Heaven. in 


Earth, and under the Earth, and 


. who ſhall jay unto hinr what doſt 


thou ? his Trath yeſterday and to day 


"and for ever the fame, no judgement 
S pronounced against thee but (ball be 
W preciſely fulfilled 5 The heavens ſhall 

| paſs away as a ſcrowl, the elements 
In all melt with fervent heat, the 


Earth 


oo 
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ſtand before this Tut and Righteous 


ed, and thy ſins ſet in order before 
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Earth with all the finful works there- 
of ſhall be burn'd up and paſs away, 
but not one tittle of thy threatened 
puniſhments ſhall paſs : His holineſs 
ſuch and ſo tranſcendently eminent, 
that even his holy Angels are impure 
in his ſight, whoſe ever bleſſed being 
cannot behold iniquity, even in the 
very least appearance of it, but with 
holy deteſtation : Think then 0 thou 
unhappy ſoul (who drinkest iniqu:ty 
like water, and draweſt on ſin with * 
Cart-ropes,) ( and tremble when thou. 
thinkest of it) with what confuſion of 
face, with what horrour of Conſci- 
ence, with what terrour and amaze- 
ment of ſoul thou mnft one day 


Judge of all the Farth , when the 
book of thy Conſcience ſhall be open- 


thee with all their ſinful aggrava- 
tions 5 how odious thinkeſt thou muſt 
they then appear in thine own eyes, 
when their falſe momentany pleaſures 
are 


To the Reader. 


are paſt and gone, and their guilt 
and puniſhment. eternally remain £ 
How much more abominable in Gods 
freht, who is parity it ſelf, even in 
that higheſt and mot bleſſed ab- 
ſtraF, which ſtands eternally direG- 
ly oppoſite to all impurity? for if the 
Righteous ſhall ſcarcely be ſaved, 
where ſhall the wicked and ſinner 
appear £ O conſider this, thou that 
( ſtill) forgetteſt God , leſt he tear 
thee in pieces and there be none to 
deliver thee, 


Thou haſt already to the terrour of 


ihy Conſcience ſeex the ſadneſs of thy 


Joſt condition ont of Chriſt ; Now (to 


thy ſouls exceeding comfort) ſee, 0 


ſee and joyfully believe the goodneſs of 
a gracious God, by the ſweetneſs of 


his gracious promiſes, by the un- 
changeable truth of his bleſſed per- 


formances, by the timely forewarning 


of his Prophets, by the earneſt be- 


ſeechings of bis Apcſtles, by the com- 


paſſionate bewailings,and willing ſuf- 


ferincs 
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ferings of his onely and beloved Son, 
by the frequent viſits of his holy Spi- 
rit in thee, and (to the great wonder 
of thy rebellious mind) by his (moſt 
to be admired ) paticnce and' long 
ſufferiug towards thee 5, Inviting,per- 
ſwading, alluring, intreating,. even 
compelling thee to mercy and forgive« 
neſs. If now ( after all theſe miracles 
_ ef rich mercy ſhewed unto thee, and 
thus graciouſly conferr'd upon thee) 
thou ſtill reſolveſt to remain obſtinate 
by thy nngracious perſiſting in thy re- 
bellions courſes,.and thereby crucify< | 
ing again unto thy ſelf the Lord of | 
Life, (whereby the rich expence of | 
that moſt precious blood is now be= | 
come in vain unto thee,) hear then to 
thy deſerved ſhame @&* endleſs ſorrow, 
what thine incenſed God by the mouth 
of his holy Prophet Tiatah hath yet 
farther to ſay unto thee; Judgement | 
will I lay to the rule,and righteoul- | 
neſs to the ballance , 1ſaz. 28.17. | 
That gracious God , who (upon thy 
true 


| 
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true &* timely repentance)would have 


botteled up thy tears, will now for e- - 


wer ſeal up thy tranſgreſſeons's their 


growth.number, nature, and continu- - 
ance, all are recorded, for the judge- 


ment of the great-day.s If this be not 
get enough to recal thee, hear farther, 
what. the Lord hath ſaid unto thee, 


Becauſe T have called and ye have - 


refuſed, becauſe I have.ſtretched 


out my hand ( of mercy) and none - 
would regard,” I wyll allo laugh at: 
your. deſtruction, and mock: when -: 
your fear-cometh, Prov. 24.26. As 
thou haſt made a mock, at ſin, ſo God 


will make a mock at Puniſhment, and 


then conſider with $.Paul,that it 15a - 


fearful thing to fall into the hands 
of-the living God,” Heb.1ofh. to re- 
cerve that dreadful ſentence of Go ye 
curſed - into everlaſting torments 
prepared for the Devil and his An- 
gels, where none eye ſhall pitty thee, 


and he who alone can help thee, ſhall / 
| for ever ſhut up his bowels of compaſ- _ 
fron fron thee, 
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To the Reader. | 


- Conſider yet farther that thy days, 
thy hours thy very-minutes perhaps, 
are-in Gods hand to diſpoſe of theme 
as it ſeemeth beſt unto his Godly Wiſ- 
dom:thou canſt not challenge of theme 


- the leaſt moment as thine owns how 
ſinfully vain then art thou to promiſe 


to thy ſelf both months and yearss The 


- Lord for ought thou knoweit may ſay 
. #nto thee, as unto him in the Goſpel; 
:Thou fool this night ſhall thy foul 
| be required of thee, ad ther whoſe 
are thoſe: ſhort ſinful pleaſures thou 


haſt ſo fooliſhly exchanged for thoſe 


rivers of eternal joys * Ah, my dear 


brother, as the tree falleth ſo it muſt 
lie for ever. Let me therefore earneſt- 


by beg of thee (as thou lovest thy pre- 


cious ſoul ) ſerionſly yet farther ts 


conſider. that the longer thou continu- 


eſt 72 ſin the farther thou art off from 


Grace, and thenearer to I 
The bleſſed wind of Gods holy Spirit 
bloweth but where it lifteth ; when it 


7s once gone, thou knoweſt not whes« 


ther 
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ther it may ever return; and then 
woe be unto thy ſoul for ever when 
thy time of calling is once paſt. 0 
wellcome therefore theſe indeared 


motions of his ever Bleſſed Spirit,and 


cheriſh not the leaſt motions of thy 
ſinful heart to evil , but pray often 
and earneſtly that thou mayſt with- 
ſtand -them:+ Delight will -beget thy 

Conſent, thy conſent Aion, Aion 
cuſtome, Cuſtome habit, Habit per- 

ſeverance, Perſeverance obduracy of 
Heart, and that final impenitency, 
from which the Lord in his rich mer- 


deliver thee.There being then no-. 


thing elſe to be ſpoken to thee but 
that fearful ſaying of thine incenſed 
Fudge , Rev.22.11. He that 1s un- 
juſt let him beunjuſt ſtill, -and he 


that is filthy Jet him be filthy {till : . 


for behold I come quickly,and my 
reward is with me, to render unto 


every one according to his works, ' 


If thou .ſtill reſolveſt to-continne in 


thy Obſtinacy and Rebellion againſt 


bim., 


* 
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him, he will therefore. leave thee to 
thy ſelf, to fill up the meaſure of thine 
iniquities here , that he may pay thee 
home, with the like proportion of his 
puniſhments hereafter. 

Think, ſeriouſly and timely T pray 
thee of what IT have ſaid, as matter 
well worthy of thy deepeſt conſiderati- 
0n 5 and the Lord (in his rich mercy 
unto thee ) oper thy ſinful eyes, in all 
things belonging to thy ſouls -com- 
fort, that thou mayeſt thereby clearly 


ſee the ſadneſs and fearfulneſs of thy 


loſt Condition, and timely upprehend 
the *greatneſs and ſeverity of Gods 
wrath againſt thee That ſo by hum- 
ble * confeſſron of thy Sins, hearty 
Prayers , and penitent tears, thou 
mayſt obtain true godly ſorrow for 
them, an holy revenge againſt them, 
gracious perſeverance in a ſanGified 
Life, and entrance intojoys unſpeak- 
able and glorious by a Bleſſed Death. 
All which T heartily and compaſſs- 


 onately wiſh thee, in and thorough 


him 


To the Reader. 
hint who hath (T hope) ftill bowels of 


compalſzon for thee, who came not in- 
fo the world to call the righteous, but 
ſunners to repentance, who now ſeek- 
eth thee that art loſt, and who, 1 Prof 
will yet find thee whom he hath ſo 
long ſought, and never loſe thee 
-- when thou art found; Even Jeſus 
\ Chriſt the righteous; to whom,with 
the Father and the holy Spirit, be 
all glory, honour, dominion, thanks- 
giving aud humble adoration now 
and for ever. Amen. 


Compaſiionately thine 
For the ſaving of thy 
Sin ſick Soul. 


. A þ 
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The Chiiſtian Ponitoz, 
. Having now (by Gods 


Wa gratious goodneſs to- 
w wards me_) attained 
Near unto the ſeventt- 
wowEh cth yearof mine age, 
_—_ c by his rich mercy) ſerioutly 
conlidering with my ſelf how large 
a portion of my precious hours I 
have ſpent amiſs; I have thought 1t 
now high time for me to ſeclude 
my ſelf from the finful pleaſures of. 
this vain and tranſitory Life, and to 
betake my ſelf wholly(for the ſhort 
remainer of my days to come ) 
unto thoſe more bleſſed thoughts, 
and pious Meditations, which 
are 'belonging- to: my future and. 
eternal Peace 5 That ſo I may 
thereby indeavour to redeem 
that precious time, which I can 
never recal, and (by true forrow 
for -my ſins paſt, holy mortifica- 
B tion 


2 The: Chuſtian Monitot. 
tion unto all Sin for my time pre- 
ſent, and blefled Sanctification un- 
to Righteouſneſs for my time to 
come) ſet ſtrict watches over the 
ſhort remnant of my life, that fol 
may alſo bring glory unto my God, 
go00d unto his children, and reſt 
unto mine own Soul, 


TT # th-« 0 Lord that workeſt iu me both to will 
4 ard todo; by the bleſſed inſpiration of thine ever 
bleſſed Spirit, I avas moved to this following work, 
O tet that to!y Spirit of thine work with me in is 
( for where thou workeft there can be nothing want- 
z np.) Lord magnifie thy poxwer in my weakneſs, I fo 
afſift my finful nature by thy ſaving grace,that Tmay 
holly dedicate the ſhort remainer of my ſinful days 
. #0 thy ſervice. Lord Feſus accept of me, and inter- 
| Poſe thy bleſſed merits for me3 O let nt thoſe the 
.oftcn failmgs of my ſinful life . paſt., obſcure the 
graces of thy boty Spirit from me, nor quench the 
motious of that bleſſed Spirit 1 me, but let Feſns 
Chrift be righte»w{neſs, and boline(s, and ſaudTifi- 
- cation, and redemption unto me: 4nd then 1 know 
1 ſhall appear a Bleſſed ſoul before thee... Lord perfett 
what thou baft begun in me. Grationſly accept of it, 
.aud give thy bleſſing-to go | 


The Chiiſtian Monitox. $ 
CHAP, I. 


Of the Bleſſed and eternal Being in whom w06 
live and move and have 0xr beings. 


tetleth us, Heb. 11. 6. That he which cometh 

ants God muſt firſt believe that God is , and 

that he is a rewarder of all ſuch as ſeek him di- 
iigently : And conſidering likewiſe that in all 
ages -of the world (but more eſpecially in this 
wherein we live, (the laſt, the worſt, the very 
dregs of time) there formerly kave been, and 
ſtill are here amongſt us, too many of thoſe 
fools which Davids days afforded, ſuch, who 
have not only ſaid in their hearts, but like- 
wiſe daily manifeſt it bath by their blaſphemons 
tongues, and wicked a&ions, that there is no 
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God : I have.therefore thought it, not onely - 


convenient, but abſolutely neceſſary'for me, in 
order to the preſent work m hand, to prove 
that there is a God 3 and for a time (laying a- 
ſide the bleſſed word of God (the joy and com= 
fort of all true believers) but untothem a meer 
laughing ftock and fooliſhneſs) to deal with 
them as S. Paz with his beaſts at Epheſus, to 
meet them at their own {intul weapons, the 
K zht of Nature and the force of Reaſon,in hope 
thereby they may (in his due time whom they 
fo {infully deny) attain unto-the happy ligkr 
of grace, by which they may at laſt be ſafay 

guided to the bleſſed light of glory. 
Hear (therefore -O thou -prophane wretch, 
what that bleZed _ eternal being, (even ho 
2 (nat 
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that very light of nature which thou enjoyeft 
onely by him whonthou demieſt) hath to ſay 
unto thee, and the Lord in his rich mercy open 
thy {inful eyes, that thou mayft in this thy d 
both manifeſtly ſee,and faithfully belteve,thoſe 
bleſſed truths which belong unto thy peace, 
lefi they be hereafter for eyer hid from thine 
eyes, when to thy {oul's and bodie's everlaſting 
:Ciſcomforts, ſince thou wilt not here own him 
n the richneſs of his mercy, thou ſhalt there 
:Feel him in the rigour of his Juſtice z for the 
timely prevention whereof read (and conſider 
well) theſe following Reaſons. 
| Firſt. If there were not a Being which had no 
Seginning , then that which was firſt exiſtent, 
mult of inforced neceſſity be a beginning unto 
it ſelf, by cauſing it ſelf to be, when it was not 3 
but it 15 utterly impoſſible that any thing 
ſhould bee a cauſe and not be, for fo ſhould it 
both be, and not be, and ſo likewiſe ſhould the 
effect be contrary tothe cauſe, ſeeing that not 
being which 15 eternally evil, ſhould produce a 
Being which is good : therefore it muſt clearly 
. and undoubtedly follow, that there is an eter- 
. nal good Being, the Fountain and beginning 
of all good things, He himſelf without begin- 
Ning. and this eternal good Being is God. 
Secondly.Seeing it is plazn, that there is Be- 
' 3ng which could not poſſibly raiſe it ſelf out of 


not Being, it muſt as neceſſarily collow , that ' 


Being was before not being : and becauſe it 15 
- as equally impoſſible, that this being can be 
ſaid to be not bemg, by its ceaſing to be, 
' therefore this Being is eternal, and this eternal 
being 5 God, | NE 
Thirdly, 


 ” 
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Thirdly. That Fternity 15,even mans frail rea». 
ſon may-in ſome frail meaſure apprehend; for it 
is impoſſible for Mans underſtanding,to imagine 
any point, or to ſuppoſe anybeginning of any: 
thing imaginable to be,beforewhich ſome other: 
continuance may not hkewiſe be conceived to- 
be, and ſoon, to a progreſſion infinite ; there- 
fore it is:moſt certain that eternity is 3 And this 
Fternity muſt either be Eternity of Being,or.of 
Privation, or not Being :; But if in Eternity, 
thou putteſt Privation or not Being -net the: 
leaſt atome . ot. this vaſt univerſe could poſ- 
fibly be the Produ&ion of it, and ſo ſhould not 
then this goodly ſtructure of the werld and 
Man have had a Being 3 ſo ſhould Eternity it 
ſelf remain eternally evil; by its not prodncing 
the leaſt good : and fo ſhould evil have the 
priority of good, both in its being and effe 4s; 
for that which 1s firſt, muit needs be a cauſe to 
that which muſt follow ; fo that not being , he-- 
ing eternally evil, it was utterly impoffible 
that any thing viſible could be produced good, 
therefore there is an eternal good Being and 
that is God. 
Conſider next that the greateſt excelleney 
and perfe&ion of every thing is the likeneſs 


" thereof unto the firſt cauſe 3 but Reaſon telleth 


thee, that every thing is more excellent in the 
Being thereof than in the not being, there- 
fore in the being it is moſt like the firſt cauſe, - 
for otherwiſe it could not be: from whence it 
will neceſſarily follow that the firſt cauſe is 
moſt of all BEING, and therefore muſt 
of neceſlity precede not Being, and fo con- 
lequently be eternal; and: this eternal :Be- 
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30g is God bleſed for ever. | 

And for the clofe of theſe my Reafons(whieh- 
Irather have confined to choice than inlarged 
to multitude) take this, my laſt (and all I have 
to {ay unto thee) to convince thee that there is. 
a God, 

All inferior excellency muſt needs have its 
Fabordination, as tie effe& from the cauſe, for 
nothing can poſſibly be in the effe&, which is 
not primarily and far more tranfcendently in 
the power of the firſt cauſe: Now feeing no 
ſpace imaginable can be fo great, but that it 
is calily poſſible ta the underſtanding.of man (a 
ereated being )to conceive a fpace and infinite 
of ſpaces far more large than that, and that of 
Al theſe infinites, it is not any way poſſible for 
him to put a period ( a non plas witra ) to the 
very uttermoſt or largeſt fpace of all thoſe in- 
finites, beyond which he cannot flill imagine 
afar greater ſpace than all the former; his un- 
derſtanding being only finite, muſt needs yield 
that there js a BEING infin te , that fills all 
ſpace, and yet 1s infinitely greater than it, and 
this infinite and eternal BEING is God. 

Having now already indeavoured to make it 
dear unto thee by the light of Nature, that 
God is; It remaineth that I likewiſe fhew 
thee i:i the next place (even by the fame light) 
what he is,that thow mayſt thereby (fo far as 
the dim Gght of thy frail reaſon wilt admit,) 
Admire him in kis wiſdom, Fear him in his 

wer, Believe him in his Truth, tremble at 

im in his Juſtice, embrace h.my in his mercy, 
and in all theſe his holy Aitrributes (which 
axe truly and eternally himiclf) adore hin 
g | 10 
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in his infinite, glorious and-eternal Eſſence. 

If God Be, and this his Being without be- 
ginning, a5 hath belore (I hope). been clearly 
proved, it muſt needs follow that he is alſo 
without ending; becauſe he cannot have an 
thing before him as ſuperiour to him, whic 
might any way p-ſlibly bring him to nothing x 
therefore God is eternal both before and after,. 
from everlaſting to everlaſting he is God : Now 
whatſoever is eternal muſt alſo be infinite, be- 
cauſe Eternity it ſelf 15 infinite :and whatfo- 
ever hath an infinite continuance, hath alſo an 
infinite power to continue infinitely, and 
whatſoever hath infinite Power ſo to continue, 
muſt alſo be infinitely wiſe to uphold this in- 
finite power 3 Therefore this eternal, infinite, 
Almighty, wiſe Being muſt need be God, 

Now whatſoever is God, muſt likewiſe be 
True, Holy, Good, Merciful , and Frft: True, 
becauſe all falſhood is in not being, and Go! is: 
moſt being, therefore moſt true; Holy, otner- 
wiſe imperſe&ion ſhould te found in that 
which is moſt of all perfet, and ſo infin ty 
ſhonld ſuffer Diminution and not Be, which is 
utterly impoſſible3 Good, ctherwiſe not any 
thing exiſtent could have its being, neither is it 
poſſible there can be that in the creature, which 
is not primarily and eſſentially in God the 
Creatourz MAerciful, otherwiſe the creature 
could not poſibily have its continuance, for 
the leaſt moment If time, nor attain unto the 
gnd for which it v as created 3 F ff, for other- 
wiſe he could be neither True, AMerciful nor 
Good, for by Juſtice his Truth is confirmed, his 
goodneſs declared, _ his mercy exalted : He 
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5s therfore truly, infinitely,& eternally all theſe 
in the abſtract, ſo that he 1s not onely rrne but 
Truth it ſelf, Holineſs, Goodneſs, Mercy and Fuftice 
themſelves, which becauſe they are all infi- 
nite, and that it is impoſſible that there can be 
any more than one irfinite, although they ape 

ear unto us divers, are yet but one and the 
nh infinite and eternal Being which is God 
bleſſed for ever. 

Look now upon the glorious: fabrick of the 
univerſe,and thou ſhalt there ſee the footſieps 
of a Sacred Deity, even in the very leaſt and 
deſpicable being : what creature canſt thou be- 
hold at:entively, and not diſcern the wiſdom of 
the great Creatour ? Go to tte Piſmire and 
thou mayſt there ſee more miracles than parts, 
what curious proportion of members, what va- 
riety, and diſtin&ion of offices, what due Sym- 
metry of proportions, what agility and induſtry 
of action, and by what, almoſt inviſible, vizals 
maintained,aud continued,and above all,what 
prudent care ia ſtormg her proviſion , mayſt 
thou there behokl ? Now feeing by experience 
we daily find that every thing brought forth 
in nature hath its proper and peculiar end unto 


which nature dire&s it, and that Nature her 


ſeif muſt have a Dire&our to teach her to di- 
re&X the creature; It muſt thence follow, that 


-whatſoever it is that dire&s nature, it muſt of 


neceſſity be ſomething above nature, and this 
fomething muſt be that eterral Being (from 
whome nature had her being in time) and that 
35 God. 

Confider next, I pray thee, the vaſt extent; 


comparable beauty, conſtant motion, and' re- 
gulast 
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gular courſes of the Heavens, adorned with in- 
numerable ſtars (moſt of them in magnitude 
ſurpaſſing the whole globe of the earth) beau- 
tified with diverſity of Planets, (each of them 
placed in its ſeveral Orb) and theſe fo qualifi- 
ed with divers and unequal motions, that they 
neither move together, nor are the leaſt impe- 
diment each unto other. Conſider likewiſe: 
that theſe motions are not for themſelves bur 
for other more inferiour and ſubordinate bo- 
dies, which (as thou daily ſeeſt) are moved and 
altered by the air and other elements,thoſe by 
the divers motions of the moon and influences 
of the ſuperiour Planets , and all theſe by that 
one and conſtant motion of that higheſt Orb: 
or Sphear, beyond which thou canſt not (in na- 
_ place a farther Being. Now Phil ſophy” 
will-tell thee, that whatſoever is moved, mutt 
of neceſſity be moved of another : Seeing there= 
fore that « & firſt Motion cannot move it ſelf, it 
.muſt from thence follow that ſomething elſs 
muſt move it; and if I ſhall farther ask thee 
(as in reafon of neceſſity I muſt ) who movetts 
That which moveth this, thou muſt ſtill be dri- 
ven unto infinite of movers, until.at laſt thow- - 
art compel'd to reſt and terminate in One, who- | 


_ moveth all, and is not moved of another, and 


that is God. 

Now teeing that in all theſe motions there is 
not anyonethat moveth to it ſelf but toanother, 
as thou daily ſeeſt the motion of the {upream 
Orb 45 not to ſerve it ſelf, but tomove the in- 
ferior, and theſe likewiſe by their ſeveral in- 
fluences, not ſerving themſelves but the infe- 
ziour. Bodies; the water thereby ebbing -anl 
Bg flow- 
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fAowing, in its conſtant and perpetual courſe 3 
the Rain moiſtening and cherittung , the Air 
cooling and opening, the. Sun heating and 
euickening the Earth , and all this to make it 
truitful, and to bring forth her fruits in due 
ſeaſon, not for herſelf but for the ufe of Man: 
Thou maiſt from thence then rationally con- 
clude that Man (the moſt excellent of all the 
creatures, for whofe onely fake, and unto 
whoſe uſe alone, the whole Creature hath its 
being ) was not poſſeſt of all this happineſs to 
ſerve himſelf neither, but ſome more excel- 
lent being than himſelf, as the true, fole, and 
ultimate end of his creation ; that ſo finding no 
full ſatisfa&ion in the Creature, he might find 
reſt in ſomewhat both above and out of it. 
Now ſeeing he can find nothing here viſible ro 
invite him to this ſervice; it will from thence 
mo{ neceſſarily follow, that he had his Being 
ro ſerve that infinite and inviſible Being which 
s God. | 

Theſe few reaſons ( if thou haſt onght of 
tealon 1n thee) may ſerve to ſhew thee,even by 
the light of nature, that there 15 a God z and 
when this God ( in his rich mercy to thee) ſhall 
vouchſafe to open thy ſinful unbelieveng eyes 
by the bleſſed operation of Þh1> holy Spirit in 
tice, thou wilt then more comfortably and 
wy fully ſez him to be thy God 3 affectionately 
loving thee in Chriſt from all eternity, and 
tenderly and compaſkonately caring for rhee 
by kis continual a&s of holy providence to- 
wards thee; guiding thee fo here by his coun- 
fel, that he may hereafter receive thee to H:5 
glory. Into this more blefled light, (out = my 
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Ciaful darkneſs) the Lord I trnft will in his 
due time bring thee; that thou maiſt more 
comfortably ſee him, joyfully believe in him, 
intirely love him , faithfully and conſteatly 
ſerve him, and for ever reſt in him. hich ihe 
Lord grant ſpeedily unto thee in bim alone in whom 
T hope be hath compaſſion for thee, even Fejus Chriſt 
the Righteons, Amen, 


CHAP. 11. 


Of the ever bleſſed, Sacrid and M fleriow 
TRINITY in ONIIT. 


TO believe God in his Eience,. to own him 


in his Attributes, to ſtand amazed at h1s 
glory,and to be ſwallowed up in the very view 
of the vaſt Ocean of his Fternity ; will rather 
aſtoniſh and affright, than in the leaſt reheve 
and comfort thee ; for all this even the very 
Devils themſclves do verily believe and trem- 
ble at: It is therefore needful that I farther 
ſhew unto thee, (and that even by thy very 
light of nature) that he is three in one, One 
in Eſſence, three in extſience, One in being, 
three in Ma-ner of Being; One God, three 


Perſons, coinfinite, coequal, cocternal 5 net- - 


ther before nor after other, becauſe cocternal; 
neither greater nor le(s than other, becauſe co- 
infinite; neither ab»ve nor under other, be- 
cauſe coequalz and yet the Father begetting, 
the Son begotten, and the holy Ghoſt proceed- 
ing; and likewite the Father God, the Sm 


God, and rne hoky Ghoſt God, and yet they are 


Bot three Gods but one God 3 the Father Iike- 
B 6 vaks 
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wiſe Eternal, the Son Eternal (although be- 
gotten of the Father) and the holy Ghoſt (at- 
though proceeding from them both ) Eternal; 
& yet they are not threes Eternals; but one Fter- 
nal; the Father inficite, the Son (notwith+ 
ſanding the infinity of the Father) infinite, 
and the holy Ghoſt, (although proceeding from 
them both ) infinite, and yet they are not 
{nor is it poſſible they can be) three infinites, 
but one infinite. 

That God ſt.ould be thus three and yet one, 
15 hard for me to utter , and for thee to con- 
ceive. I cannot well utter, what I do conceive, 
how ſhall I then be able to utter what I cannot 
gonceive? and yetſo tranſcendently ſweet, fo 
abſolutely neceſlary is this-high and happy My- 
Rery, that if thon findeſt him not thus to be 
three.in or.e, and that Bleſſed one (by true an 
lively faith) to be for ever thine, thou art loſt 
Zor ever. Let us now therefore, with all hum- 
ble fear, and aweful reverence, approach near- 
er to this bleſſed ſight of God, that ſo- we may 
with comfort and aſſurance, behold him to 
be our merciful and loving Father, and both 
antirely love him, and devoutly ſerve him 
with that true and filial fear that becometh his 
obedient children : When we have thus found 
him, we ſhall undoubtedly be found of him 3 by 
the ſweet kiſſes of his lips (the well come v1- 
fits of Lis gladding ſpirit) in this Life, and 
thofe his raviſhing, and. much more zndearewu 
embraces of Eternal Bliſs in that to come. 

Whatſoever is of infaite power to continue 
jafinitely, muſt needs alſo be of irfinite un- 
gce:fkagdung, 10 wphcid this i:finite power 3 
| and 
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and whatſoever is of infinite underſtanding 
mult alſo have an infinite obje& to be under- 
ſtood 3 otherwiſe this infinite underſtanding 
could not underſtand infinitely , and thereby 
ſhould ceafe to be infinite ; which were for it, 
both to be, and not to be, infinite 3 which rea- 
ſon knows to be impoſſible. Now ſeeing 
there can be no object out of God infinite, 
therefore this infinite ever bl:ed Objet muſt 
be God. 

Alſo where there is an infinite underſtand- 
ing,& an infinite obje& to be underſtood,there 
muſt alſo be an infinite love, for it muſt needs 
be., that from this infinite underſtanding of 
this infinitely amiable Obje&,there muſt needs. 
proceed that infinite and eternal will, which 
infinitely and eternally both loveth and en- 
Joyeth this 1ts own for ever bleſſed being; for 
otherwiſe this infinite underſtanding tſhould 
Not be of infinite power , to enjoy this infnite. 
Object; and ſo ſhould both ceale to be infinite, 


and to enzoy it ſelf infinitely; and this infinite: 


and eternal love is God. 

Now becauſe this Underſtanding is infinite, 
tnis Object infinite,and this Love infinite, and 
thit whatſoever is infinite muſt needs be God 3 
it will from thence as neceſſarily and unavoid- 
ably follow, that this infinite Underſtanding is 
God, this infinite ObjzeXt God, and this infinite. 
Love God ; and becauſe likewiſe it is impoſſi- 
ble that there can be any more than one infi- 
nite , forthen the infiniteneſs of one Being 
ſhould ſet boands and limits to the infinitencſs 
of the other, and ſo neither. of them coul(l be 
3ndaute 3 therefore it will LLkewtiſe as truly and! 
un- 
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undeniably follow, that theſe three are one3 
One in Infiniteneſs, Bleſſednefs and Eternity 
of Being; Three in eternal, infinite, income 
prehenſible exiſtence, order or manner of Be- 
ing; in this One and Eternal Eſence, Three 
Sacred Perſons,in One (and eternally but one) 
ever living and ever loving God, to whom be 
glory for ever. Amen. 

For the farther clearing of this high ana 
happy Myſtery unto thee of this Sacred and for 
ever bleſled Trinity -in Unity, thou muſt here 
cautiouſly underſtands that this Divine and 
Myſterious manner of BEING from another,in- 
ferreth another Perſon from another Perfon, 
but not another Efſence from another Eſſence ; 
ſo that, this infinite objze& underſtood by this 
infinite underſtanding, and this infinite Love 
proceeding from them both (by which mutual 
and eternal refleftion this Divine Eſſence eter- 
nally injoyeth it ſelf) can no way poflible 
be three diſtinct Beings , but three manrers of 
Being. in one and the ſame eternal, infinite and 
ever bleTed Being : So that (this one eternal 
Eſſence being eternally communicable to theſe 
thre: exiſtences) either of them may be tru- 
Iy ſaid to be infinite 1a this one (and only) in- 

nite and eternal Eſſence: and thus you pla n- 
Iv fee that neither are before nor after other, 
becauſe all zre eternal, neither are greater nor 
leſs than other, becauſe all are infinite, neither 
are bounded or limited by other, becauſe theſe 
three in exiſtence, are in one and the ſame moſt 
pure, ſimple and eternal Eſſence. | 
Kitherto I have led thee by the light of na- 


ture into thoſe intricate and endleſs paths 


which 
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which lead thee to the knowledge of an eter- 
nal Being, whefein I hope thou haſt ( both 
ſafely, and with (atisfation) ſo far walked as 
to behold him three in One: which is that 
Sacred and eternal Fountain of Love, from 
whence do daily flow theſe Rivulets of com« 
forts to the ſouls and bodies of the Saints, It 
now remaineth. that I lead thee yet farther, 
from this dimmer and more uncomfortable 
light ( in which thou haſt already onely ſcen a 
ſmall glimp3 of what this bleſſed Being is in it 
ſelf) unto that greater and far more bleTed 
light of grace, wherein thou mayſt behold tim 
as he isto thee : that heis thy God,embracing 
thee from all eternity (in the- boſome of his 
Bleſſed Son, by the powerful operation of his 
ever bleſſed Spirit) as his beloved and adopted 
child : this is that truly bleſſed fight of this 
mylerious Trinity in Umty, which (in this thy 
Pilgrimage on earth) will bring true reſt an& 
comfort to thy Soul, and fafely guide thee r5 
the ſweet fruition of Eternity : thou ſeeſt here 
darkly as in. a glaſs; thou thalt there ſee as 
thou artſe2n, evea face tofacez the bright re- 
fle&ion of that ever blefled vifion of God i alt 
be all in all unto tiee : to admire him,to adore 
kim, ro love him, to enjoy him, and (in tt ac 
die:*ed and eternal Son of kis Love) to reſt in 
h m for ever : unto which eternity of Bleſſey- 
neſs the Lord in mercy bring both thee and 
me, and all that joyſully expe& the bleſſed day 
of his appearing. Amen, 
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HOLT ADMONITIONS 
pon the preceeding Meditations. 


—_— 


CeEeins now that God's Being in himſelf is 
incomprehenſible, his power unreſiſtable, 
his will uncontroulable, his wiſdom unſearch- 
able, h's wrath unavoidable, his Truth un- 
changeable, his. judgements pronounced un- 
alterable,& (above all) his love in Chriſt to his 
ele& unutterablez with what 6lial fear ſhouldet 
thou think of him, with what awfulneſs and: 
humblenes of ſoul fear to offendhim, with what 
holy reverence and preparednels of heart pray 


, unto him, with what heat of affetion love 
/ him, and with what joyful alacrity, holy con- 


ſtancy, and happy fervency, give up thy ſoul 
and body to him, to admire him,to adore him, 
to love him, to fear him, to honcur and obey 
him to thy lives end ? 

I. Let therefore the vaſt Ocean of his Eter- 
nity, admonith thee to withdraw thine affe- 
&tions from the world and worldly delights, 


. Wherein thou canſt find nothing, but empti- 


neſs and vanity, ſhortneſs and uncertainty, {in- 
fulnefs and miſery; and to fix them whale. 
and cheerfully, and conſtantly, upon heaven 
and heavenly enjoyments. Conſider ſeriouſly 
whata ſmall point of time, what a meer no- 
thing the whole age of this world is, compared 
to eternity. Remember that the faſhion of ic 


paſſeth, and ſhall never zeturn ; that-thy ſhort. 


remnant of life paſſeth and muſt ſhortly be no 
more; that thine-unrepented fins, and Gods 
ſevere wrath againſt them,and his moſt righte- 
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ous puniſhments for them ſhall never paſs but 
ruſt remain for ever, to thy terrour here, and 
thy torment hereafter. 

2. By the infinitene(s of Gods being, think 
ſeriouſly and often, that he is much nearer to 
thee than thou art unto thy ſelf : That even thy 
very thoughts are all bare, and naked in h13 
all ſeeing eye, who both clearly ſeeth and fully 
knoweth them long, before. How much more 
then ,- (thinkeſt thou) thy ſinful words an 
wicked actions ? Let this therefore admoniſh 
thee to ſet ſtri& watches , not only over thy 
lips, but over thy heart alſo, that thou offend 
not with thy tongue, Let thy thoughts theres 
fore be chaſt, thy words gracious, thine a- 
&ions holy ; and when through frailty and 1n- 
firmity of thy (infulnature (to thy ſouls grief ) 
thou thalt find them otherwiſe; let then no 
ſinful thought paſs thee without a penitential 
ſigh, noungratious word without a ſudden re- 
tra&ation of it, and holy reſoſution hereafter 
to avoidit; no wicked a&ion defile thee with- 
out an humble confeſſion of it, true godly ſor- 
row for it, and an holy revenge agairſt it ; fo 
ſhall theſe thy godly indeavonrs, (though full 
of ſinful imperfe&ions) in Jeſus Chriſt the 
Righteous ( who hath done all things well 
for thee) be both gratiouſly accepted and blef- 
ſedly rewarded. 

3. Let his Atmighty Power admoniſh thee; 
that ( if thou belong to him) thou art ſafely. 
guarded both in Life and Death, and aſter 
Death: in Life thow haſt his holy Angels to 
pitch their tents about chee, that no evil ſur- 
prize thee, Heb, 1,7, in Death the Lord him- 
\ | elf 


— - 


£3 _ The Chuſttan Monitoz. 
felf is preſent with thee, to ſupport and com- 
fort thee, P/al, 23. 4, after Death, thou haſt 
his Powerful abfolution to diſcharge thee 
It is God that Juftifieth , wuho ſhall condemn ? 
Rom, 8. So that by thy holy truſt in this his 
heavenly power,thou mayſt with joy unſpeak- 
able believe with holy Paal, Rom. 8.28. that 
Nether Life, nor Death, nor Angels, nor Principa- 
litics,nor Pow:rs, nor things preſent, nor things to 
come, wor b:ighth, nor Depth, nor any other crea- 
ture, fhill be ever able to ſeparate thee from ths 
Love of God which is in Chrif Feſus our Lord. 
From the Eternity of his LOVE thou mayſt 
with comfort conclude, that he hath loved 
thee in Chriſt from all Eternity,and that whom 
he loveth he loveth to the end, for God t© Love, 
t Fobs 4. 16. his love therefore unto his Fle&, 


15 (as he himſelf is) etexnal, Let- this therefore. 
teach thee to love that God with fincerity of 


heart, who hath loved thee firſt : God requireth 
no more of thee, for all that he hath given 
unto thee, than to give him thy heart : how 
ſweet is this yoke ? how light is this burthen ? 
bleT%ed Lord,who can deny thee love? When 
we love thee, we love the ſafety of our ſoulsand 
bodies in thee, and enjoy the comfort of our 
Beings by thee. We cannot add unto thee, 
who art eternally All: all therefore that thou 
giveſt us, all that thou requireſt of us, 15 to 
make us happyz to thee be the glory for ever. 
Ament. 

Let all! this now, I beech thee ( whoſoever 
thou art, that by thy dazing ſins,doſt bid Defi- 
ance to this Infinite, Almighty, ever Bleſ{- 
ſed and eternal Being ) O ket this time- 
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iy admoniſh thee to feck the Lord while ' 
he may be found, for in the great water floods 
C of his Eternal wrath ). when there is no more 
time of Repentance for ever) thou ſhalt not 
ccme nigh him, Pſalm G69. 15. For if bis 
4 rath be kixdled, yea but a little, bleffed are all they 
#bat pat their truſt in him. 


THE PRATER. 


Eternity, Eternity, Eternity, who evey Wert, 

ant art, and art to come, the ever bleſſed f un- 
tain of my Bing , the quiet Center of my reft, 
and happy end of my Defires, how ſweet tis thy re- 
membrance to my impriſoxed ſoul 1 O fince I can» 
wot comprehend thee, l:t me be gratioufly compre- 
hb nded of thee, Let the height of thy Mercy fwak 
tow up the Depth of my miſery ; that ſa Death may 
be ſwallowed up of V:dory, Corruption of Immor- 
rality, and humane frailty of eternal Glory, Grant 
this, Dear Father, for thine Ezernal love ſake in Ft- 
ſu Chrift the Righteous. Amen. 


CHAP. IIl. 


Of the Stmp:ndious Iove of God in eur 
EleTion in Chrift, 


HJ2"s already (as I was able) cleared 
unto the prophane Atheiſt that there is a 
God, and unto thee the Devout Chriſtian that 
he is three in one; and that this one God from 
all etern ty in Chriſt is thy God : It now fot- 
loweth in order that I farther ſhew thee, that 
the impulſive cauſe of this thine Ele&ion 4 15 
tanat 
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that Sola Dei £vSoxinz, that Dei beneplicitumss 
that free good will of God, thy Creatour; and 
not any thing foreſeen in tnee his creature, 
that thou thereby, even to the admiration of 
thy foul, may(t clearly fee the wonders of his 
love and favour towards thee. 

Scaliger that quaint and quick-ſighted eagle 
in the {earch of nature, afirmeth that Philofo- 
phers have two Dogs to hunt out the hidden 
cau'es and abſtruſe originals of Nature ; Senſe 
and Reaſoy: Let Senſe and Reaſon play their 
parts in Naturals this (earch 1s holy, and ad- 
mitteth not of any thing unholy to diſcourte 
it : Even the very wiſelt of men in their pure 
naturals, are not able to diſcover even the 
very leaſt of theſe Divine Wonders: He that 
-humbly deſires to go into God by this holy en- 
otFs muſt firſt go out of himſelf; there is no 
afe way to-him but by hrm,even by that facred 
word of his which cannot erre. Let us there- 
fore caſt down every high imagination, and 
every ſtrong hold of ſenſe and reaſon, left 
we hear that meretr:cious judgement of the 
Harlot, 1 King. 3. Let our eternal Eleftion be 
neither attributed to God alone, nor to fore- 
ſeen faith alone, but let it be divided. 

In his name therefore, and in his holy fear, 
by the ſafe congud of his holy word, I humbly 
enter on this Sacred ſearch, which feſh and 
bloud cannot reveal unto me, AMatth. 16. 10, 
Lord guide me in it that my footſteps ſlip not, 
that tkou mayſt have the glory, and thine the 
g00d of theſe my weak indeavours, 

Before we enter on this high and happy 
fearch of our Ele&ion, ut w needful that we 
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firſt conſider of the ſtate of Man in his Creati- 
en, and this we ſhall find to be mutable, for 
God gave vntg. him (as. the Schoolkmen 
ſpeak ) a, Poſſe nou mori, but not a Non poſſe 
mori ; He thad-indeed a poflibility that he 
might not die, but he had not a poſſibility, 
that he could not die: and thus man in his inte- 
gErity having free will either to ſtand or fall, it 
had undoubtedly been moſt juſt. with God, 
when he was fallen, ſo to have left him, and 
for ever to have had no mercy'on.him,: Now 
foraſmuch as all of us have ſinned in Adam, and 
are ſo become guilty before Goa of that bitter 
curſe, and ſo of Eternal Peath, God can no 
way poſſible be thought to do wrong unto 
any, if it had pleaſed him eternally to forſake 
all, who in 4dam had thus forſaken the Eternal 
God ; ſeeing as the Apoſile tells us, Rom. 3. 19. 
That all the world is guilty before God, and that 
$he wages of ſin is Death, Rom. 6, 27, 

. Now God from all eternity compaſſionately 
( in Chriſt ) beholiing the whole maſs of man- 
kind thus fallen into ſia and mifery,ard thereby 
alſo finding out a gracions opportunity to ma- 
nNifeſt the greatne{sof his power, the depth of 
his wiſdom, the extent of his goodneſs, and the 
richneſs ef- his Mercy in doing good to his 
Creature, out of all this corrypt maſs of Man- 


. kind, thus willfully fallen by their own fault, 


out of his own free goul will and pleaſure, 


without the leaſt motive without himſelf, hath 
choſen unto himſelf, in Chriſt, aſet number, 
equally miſerable with others, to be his a- 
dopted children, and thereby partakers of 
grace , ail4 inheriters of Glory :_ Of which 
BY number 
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number none can ever pollibly be loſt, or di- 
minilled; of which we have a moſt gracious 
and a full aſſurance from his own lips, who hath 
laid down his life for us. Lo here am 7 ( faith 
= and the childrens whom thou' haſt given me, 
Heb. 2. 13- and upon Peters confefling of him 
to be Chriſt the Son of the hving God, he 
4aith, Matth. 16. 18. pon this Rock will I build 
my Chrerch, and the gates of hell ſhall not prevail 
eg ainft it : And that we were thus gratiouſly 
ele&ed out of this corrupt Maſs of miſery , -15 
Clearly proved by the Apoſile S. Pax!, Rom. 
9. 22. What if God would, to ſhew his wrath, and 
30 make his power known, ſuffer ( with long pa- 
Fience ) the weſſels prepared to deſtruflion; and 
that he might declare the riches of bis Glory npon 
the weſſels of Mercy, which he hath prepared unto 
Glory ? And that nothing may be wanting for 
the ckearing of this Sacred truth, you have the 
words of God himſelf to prove it, cited by his 
holy Apoſtle, Row. 9. 11. Facob have I loved and 
Eſau have Ihated : Now ſeeing it is impoſſible 
for God to hate his creature which he looks 
upon as pure and without ſin, and that God is 
ſaid to love the one and hate the other, before 
they had done either goo1 or evil.from thence 
therefore it mull needs follow that they were 
both equally miſerable in the ſtate of corrupti- 
on , but by his free and eternal Ele&ion the 
one was taken and the other lefr, 

Let us not now here preſumptuouſly en- 
quire into the deep ſecrets of Gods eternal 
counſels, in asking why Gol, from amongſt 
this corrupt maſs of mankind , hath choſen 
ſome and rejeced others; but let it gr 
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ther content us,that we know itſo to be by his 
good will and pleaſure ; which being eternally 
holy, juſt and good, yea even holineſs, juſtice 
and goodneſs it ſelf, it is impoſſible that any 
thing evil or unjuſt can proceed from it : it 
this be not enough to take thee off from this 
bold and ſinful enquiry, let S. Pauls Queſlion 
anſwer thee; who art thow O man that diſpu- 


tft with thy maker 9 Iet us all therefore here 


rather content ourſelves with the Apoſtle in 
knowing aſluredly and with comfort that it 1s 


fo, than C—_— to-ſearch into the hidden 


myſteries of Gods Sacred decrees, which are 
neither allowed to be:ſeen nor poffille to be 
uttered. 

Having thus already made it manifeſt -unto 


' thee by unqueſtionable texts of Scripture that 


the onely impulſive cauſe of our Fle&tion, 1s 


. that free good will of God; let us now ſee 
Whether there may poſſibly be found any out- 


ward cauſe in the creature which may any 


'way move Cod the Creatonr , to ele& ſome 


and reje& others : for the clearing whereof 
let us hear what S.Paw! ſaith, Epbeſ. 1.5. who 
bath choſen us in Chriff from all eternity: Now if 
from all etermity we are choſen in Chriſt, it 
will from thence neceſſarily follow that no- 


thing out of Chrift can be the cauſe of our 


Ele&ion; and from hence it is that God him- 
ſelf ( to clear this Sacred truth ) ſaith of him- 
elf, Exod. 33. 19. AMiferebor cujus miſertus faers, 
1 will have mercy on whom T will have mercy : we 

therefore might the Apoſtle from thence in- 


fer, Rom. 9.15. [t © n0t in him that wwilleth, nor 


i$nhimithat ranmth, but in Gid that ſheweth mer- 
&Jo 
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7. Veruats nihiy verius. Let God be true and 
every ane that oppoſeth him a liar : He hath 
afrmed'it, that thine Ele&ion is both in, and 
freely,and only, and eternally. of himſelf, and 
his holy Apoſtle, as his witneſs, hath confirmed 
it : He therefore that (aſſuming any thing fore- 
ſeen in himſelf) requires a londer voice 'to 
prove 1t,, muſt expect it from keaven in thun- 
der at tne Judgement of the great. day; when 
the ;ſtraw and ſtubble of mans ſinful foreſeen 
Righteouſneſs ſhall . be conſumed , and Gods 
ſacred and eterns] truth, in his free, and only 
ele&ing of us in Chriſt ſhall ſtand for ever. 

Let us yet farther conſider of the final end cf 
our eleFion, and we ſhall find that, as the 
Apolile tells us Epheſ. 1. 9. to be To the glory of 
his grace : for of him and through him, and t0 him 
are all things, to whom be glory for ever ; Now. if 
ourele&gion were not wholly from Grace, then 
his glory ſhould be imperfe&t, as having ſome- 
what elſe (foreſeen inus) added to it wkere- 
by it ſkhouli become perfe&t; but ſeeing all 
Gods attributes {although to vs divers) are in 
him, one ani the ſame ever- bleed Eſfeace, 
unto which ( being infinite in glory) it is 
impoſſible any thing of worthuneis in us fore- 
ſeen can be aided; it muſt from trence ſtill 
follow that nothing ab extra, or from without, 
could be the cauſe of our Eleftion. From 
whence S. Paul in holy admiration of this 
ſtupenJious love of God, is forced to cry out, 
D the height of the riches of the knowlelge 
and love of God ! wit kim therefore what we 
cannot ſufficiently admire, let us all moſt hum- 
Hy adore, aud tremble at the very tnougHt of 
Ms : CONCEL» 
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cofceiving anything foreſeen in us (evenin 
the very beſt of us) to be the caule of- this 
our! elegion_ in- Chriſt;, leſt: thereby we are 
 found-fighters againſt God 4n..diminifbing-tas. 
glory, and thereby augmenting our own-cud-. 
leſs miſery. | = 
Hitherto having only indeavoured to prove 
in general that nothing abextra or from with- 
out , foreſeen in us can be the cauſe of our 
election, 'it now remaineth that I deſcend to 
ſome particulars by way of reaſons ,-for the 
confirmation of 'this:Sacred truth : «that (o all 
thoſe, who are yet in darkneſs and fo be- 
come miſtaken enemies unto Chriſt and his 
true Church , may thereby clearly and timely 
ſee, to go out of themſelves (their own fore- 
feen irighteouſnefs) into that free grace 
and perfe& love of God to man in Chrilt; in 
which alone, we are both freely and eternally 
In the firſt place thou mayſt conſider that if- 
thow makeſt any thing out-of God the cauſe of 
thine ele&ion thou art repugnant even to his 
Divine Eſfence, who'15 Primum Ens the firſt 
Being, and can have nothing either before 
him, -or-out of -him , any way to move him 
unto Mercy. Now ſeeing Gods eternal Decree 
15-one and the {ame with his eternal Eſſerice 
(which ſound Divinity afirmeth) if the Decree 
of our Ele&ion ſhall depend vpon any outward 
condition whatfoever to be performed by man, 
then ſhould the will of God (which is God) 
have.ſomew hat before it, which was eternally 
firſt, to--move it to our Ele&ion : But this 
(even unto Keaſor) is impoſſible to bezthere- 
C .fore 
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fore the free good will of God muſt needs be th-- 
cauſe of our Ele&ion, 

Conſider next that God ( who cannot lie 
hath ſaid , Iſaiab 42. Ay glory I will not give 
z0 another, Now whatſover out of God ſhall be 
a cauſe of Mans happineſs , muſt of neceſſity 
deprive God of his glory, and confer it on the 
creature 3 which 1s not only finful but blaſphe- 
mous to affirm, 

Thirdly, if any thing out of God ſhall be 
the cauſe of our ele&ion, what then ſhall be- 
come of thoſe infants of the faithful , whoſe 
deaths are not much diſtant from their en- 
trance into life, and in whoſe ations nothing 
could be foreſeen, to be the cauſe of their 
ele&tion? But inſomuch as the ſouls of theſe 
innocents are received into glory, as Chriſt 
himſelf affirmeth , Matth. 18. 4. therefore our 
election is only of God, 

Fourthly, God ( being the onely and the 
chiefeſt good ) could not poſſibly lee any thing 
out of himſelf which might move him unto 
good ; for it 151mpoſible that any thing finite 
ſhould be an obie& ro God that is infinite : for 
if any created Being could be the true and 
proper cauſe to move God to any Divine AR, 
then ſhould there be ſomewhat in God 
both lefs and after this created Being ; which 
neither right reaſon will admit nor Faith can 
believe. 

It naw onely remaineth , that we take a 
particular view of thoſe falſe and fictitious 
cauſes winich our Adverſaries of Rome, the 
enemies totruth, indeavour to obtrude upon 
ws, that we may hereby learn, both carefully to 
avoic, 
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avoid, and alſo pity and direc thoſe much mi- 
taken ſouls, that are ſeduced by them. 

The firſt of theſe alledged for a cauſe is the 
foreſeen good uſe of Mans free-will, which we 
can no way yield to be a cauſe of mans Ele- 
&ion: Firſt , becauſe we find the Apoſtle 
S. Pau! in the places before mentioned, Rom. 9. 
16. to put the mercy of God in dire& oppoſt- 
tion to the free-will and performance of man, 
It is not therefore in him that willeth, nor in him 
that runneth, but in God that ſhewweth mercy: from 
whence it muſt follow even by the Apoſtles in- 
ference, that whatſoever is given to man in 
this bleſſed work of Eleftion is taken from 


God. Secondly, if our Ele&ion be condition- 


al (as of abſolute neceſſity it muſt, if depending 
upon mans will) it is ao uncertain,and ſoalfo 
moſt uncomfortable; but (to the {ſweet re- 
freſhment of the ſouls of all that arein Chriſt) 


It is moſt certain, ſure and Eternal, as is the 


Eſſence and therein the power, wiſdom, will 
and love of God himſelf: as you have it moſt 
comfortably proved by his holy Apoſtle, 2 7im. 
2. 19, in thele words, The foundation of the 
Iord flandeth ſure and hath this ſeal: the [ord 
knoweth who are his; every individual per'on 
of the Church of Chriſt is known unto him, 
kept ſafely by him, and ſhall hereafter be a glo- 
r10us partaker with him. 

A fecond ſuppoſititions and falſe cauſe of 
our Ele&ion 15 foreſeen Faith, Now the fruit 
or effet of onr Election can no way pollible be 
the caule of irs; but that faith is the fruir of our 

Election 1s moſt apparent by that of the Apoſile, 
ARE 13. 48. As many as were-ordained unte tter- 
<C 2 wal 
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8:3, {ife believed * Lo here the bleſſed foun+« 
tain of.our Faith, we believe becauſe we 
were ordained to believe 3 .we were not 


therefore ordained becauſe we were foreſeen 


to believe: So that now: we plainly ſee -our 
faith to be ſo far from being the cauſe, that 
it 15 only the pre-ordained means conducing 
to the bleſſed end, the ſaving of our fouls ; as 
is farther proved by the ſame Apoſile, Epheſ. 
I. 4. He hath choſen us that we ſhould be holy : 
not that we are either ſo,or from eternity were 
ſo foreſeen to be: Faith therefore is a condi- 
tion abſolutely prerequiſite as the means, but no 
way forerequilite as the cauſe. 

A third, and laſt, is that of works, which 
hath already been removed by that of the A- 
paſile, Rom. 9. Before the children had done good 
or evil (that: is, before they were indued 
with any-quality to put a difference between 
them ) Facob have I lewd and Eſau have I ha- 
zed ; ſo that ( as the. Apoſtle hath moſt truly 
told us) it is not in him that willeth, nor in 
him that worketh, but in God that calleth ; 
and if our ele&ion be in God that calleth, 
how thea is it (or can it be) in him» that 
is called, or in any thing of worxs belonging 
to him ? 

Now if it ſhall be here farther objeQed, 
that either all or any one of theſe falſe cauſes 
were from all eternity both foreſeen and ac- 
cepted in Chriſt as cauſes of our ele&ion 
(which are indeed fo accepted as the means 
| ordained to ſalvation ) I am here bold farther 
to affirm for ſacred and undeniable truth, that 


- even Chriſt bumſelf, with all bis merits, a" 
En the 
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the impulſive cauſe-of our ele&ion : Neither 
15-here ought taken away or in the leaſt dimi- 
niſhed from the great glory either of his Name” 
or Office : Seeing the queſtion 15 not here 
touching the meritorious. cauſe of our ſalva- 
tion 3 ( which we all with joyfulneſs and 
thankfulne(s of heart acknowledge Chriſt to 
be ) but about the cauſe of God's: Deeree of 
Fle&ion : Which bleſſed and eternalDerree or- 
dains even Chriſt himſclf ( as Mediatour ) to 
be ele&ed, and the head of the Ele&, and 
the foundation or chief corner ſtone, on which 
the bleiled execution of God's Decree-in our 
Ele&ion muſt ſtand for ever; and therefore it 
is moſt truly affirmed by. S. Paul, Epheſ. r. 4. 
that we are eleted 1» Chrifto ( now propter 
Chriftum ) in Chriſt , not for Chriſt. So- that 
althougn it may be truly ſaid, that God fronr - 
all eternity decreed to ſave man for the me- 
rits of Chriſt , yet it cannot be ſo truly faid,; 
that for Chriſt's merit 'he decreed: man's ſal- 
vation, For falvation is one thing and the 
decree of (alvation another;and as the things, ſo 
the cauſes of either are different. And thus your 
ſee the love of the Father to preceed (in order) 
the miſſion of the Son, TheEle& likewiſe are 
ſaid even by Chriſt himſelf to be given unto 
him, Fohn 17, They cannot therefore be ſaid . 
to be elected by his merit. - 

Thus you may plainly and with: comfort ſee, 


that although Faith alone ( being lively by 


works ) be truly: ſaid to pleaſe God in the 
Kate of Juſtibcation , yet this faith (etermlly 
foreſeen) cannot pleafe God in the ſtate of 
Ele&ion 3 in which eternal ſtate the bleſſed 

C 3 will 
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will of God alone,jis both plealingand well pleas 
fing to him : So that faith with the fruit there- 
of, good works, with whatſoever elſe is falſly 
brought to be the cauſe of our Ele&ion, except 
that only and for ever bleſſed svForia, that free 
good will of God ,, let it be eſteem'd as drofs 
and dung,. in compariſon of the ineltimable 
richneſs of this free love of God in Chrift 
Jeſus , and as-moſt injurious to God's glory, 
and moſt pernicious to the ſouls of all that are 
deceived by it. 

Upon. this ſure and eternal: foundation of 
our. free Ele&ion in Chriſt, is built that bleed 
tru&ure of our Vocation, Providential preſcr- 
vation, Juſtification, San&ification , in this 
life, and aſſured hopes of Glorification in the 
I'fe to come; for as S, Paul tells thee, Rom. 
8. 3. Whom he hath jredeflinated them alſo he bath 
called , and whom he hath callid them alfo he bath 
Juftified , and whom be bath juſtified them alſo be 
will glorife, This is that golden chain that 
reaches from-eternity to eternity , from. glory 
without beginning: unto glory without end 3 
unto which glory the Lord ( who bath thus 
freely loved us) bring us, for that love 
ſake in him, who hath laid down his life for- 
us, Ames. 


P;ows AD MONITIONS wpon the 
preceeding Meditations, 


C Eeing theſe things are thus, what manner 

of perſons ought we to be in all holineſs, 
and firineſs of our lives and converſations 2? 
kow meck and lowly in our ſpirits ? who have 
nothing 
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nothing but what we have received: how in- 
flam'd in our affe&ions ? with love to this our 
good and gracious God, who hath loved us 
from all eternity : haw zealous in our Ac&i- 
ons , to promote .his glory , who hath mave 
us ( ſinful and'polluted creatures) -partakers of 
eternal glory with him ? and how carefully 
diligent to make our callings and ele&ions 
ſure, before we go hence- and are no more - 
ſeen? Our whole lives are too little for this - 
bleſſed work , let us all therefore fet upon ut 
timely-and ferioufly while it 35 called to day, 
the bleſſed day of grace; while there is yet ' 
opportunity cf working out our (alvation with - 
fear and trembling (with fear, leſt we are - 
not within the number of the elect 3 with 
trembling , leſt not finding a comfortadie-- 
aſſurance of our ele&ion ( by dying unto fin 
and living unto Rightrouluels ) weare loſt for * 
ever.) This is that FYy ann; (eternally de-: 
creed ) conducing.to -this bleſſed end , with- 
out which we can neither have peace in our - 
lives, nor comfort in our deaths. 

Let this therefore farther admoniſh thee, 
whoſoever thou art, that yet liveſt and de- 
lighteſt in any known ſin, to break it off by ' 
true and timely repentance. Be not deceived, 
God is not mocked; it is not thy lame ſer- 
ving of him that can give thee the leaſt aſ- 
ſurance of thine Ele&ion in Chriſt : if thou 
preſumeſt too much upon his mercy , thou 
mayſt well fear to feel the rigour of his jus» - 
ſtice. God is a ſpirit, and will be loved and de- 
lighted in with ſpiritual embraces. If there- 
fore thou liveit to oy” TP thou ſhalt die, bur 
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if by the bleſſed motions of God's holy Spirit 
im thee thou mortifie the deeds of the fleſh thon 
ſhalt live. Let this therefore put thee upon 
earneſt and importunate prayer to Aſmighty 
God, of carnal ro make thee wholly: ipiritual; 
that thou mayſt thereby be rruly- humble for 
thy ſins paſt , have a perfe& hatred againft all 
fin for the time to come,attain vnto happy holi- 
neſs, and gracious perſeverar ce; by all which, 
and God's gracious acceptance of them in 
Chriſt, ( by whoſe only perfe&ion all thine 
:mperfe&ions ſhall be done-away ) thou mayſt 
have fall and fafe aſſurance; that thy name is 
written in the book of life. 

O wreſt not: therefore this his Sacred De- 
cree unto thine own endleſs defirution both 
of body and- foul, in carekfly affirming that 
thon cank not altee Ged's-Deeree, and there- 
fore mayft live as tho witty (but ever grat?- 
ouſly remember that as thou canſt net aker 
tris Decree, foneithercanſt thoi alter the-ap» 

inted means eternally 'decreed unto the 
end : If therefore thou live not holily, (the 
predeſiinated means to die happily) to the 
rerrour of thy conſcience thou may lt well fear; 
that thou art-not of- this bleſſed number'of. the 
Fle&, but of that unkappy one of thoſe, whom 
God (with patience and long ſuffering) leaves 
unto themſelves in this life , that they maybe 
veſſels of his wrath: and fury in the life to 
come. From which the Lord in mercy time- 
ly defend us for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake the Righ= 
reoNs, | | 


PRAYER; 
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PRATER. 
Thow Bleſſed and etirnal Love, | and free lov - 
of mankind , in that Bbl:ſſed Son of thy love 

Chriſt Feſus , who are holineſs it ſelf , and y - 

therefore eternally elefled us unto holineſs , that by 

this bleſſed means ordained to that bleſſed end, the 
ſaving of cur pretiows ſou!s , <ve might at [-f# be 
made pariakers of thine awn holineſs, and thereby 
injoy thee in. eternal. happineſs * vouchſafe we 
humbly beſeech thie y» ( by the bleſſed working of thy 
holy Spirit in us) ſo ſafely to dire and guid? ut, 
that, by our mortification ro fin, Regenes .a110n T0 
righteouſneſs, Sanſification to Hlineſs, Gratrous 
perſeverance in all, and thy bleſſed acceprance of 

all , in and through the merits and perfeitions of + . 

thy bleſſed Son, we may have a full and fafe af- 

ſuraxce of our Eleflion in him, that ſa we may 
ſyncerely and intirely love thee, farthfully ferve thee, 
humb!y adsre thee and eternally enjoy thee + grant 

this d:ar Liri for Feſus ſake the Rightcows, A- 

Mele 
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Of the in:fable love of God unto man in the © 
Hypoft aticai union, 


VV VV Hen Afoſes ( the meekeſt of God's 
ſervants } delire\l to fee the Face of 
God,the Lord told him , that he coutd not ſee 
his face and live, . Exod. 33. 20. To {ee God 
out. of Chriſt, who is light inacceſible and 
$8:rour_unutterable, is to ſee deſtruction. te 
S$ -:- - our 
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our bodies and amazement to our ſouls : Now 
God (who is infinitely good) from all eternity, 
decreeing to communicate himſelf. unto his 
creature, and eternally foreſecing : that the 
moſt righteous man alive.could not. behold 
him as he..is and live ; ſuch was his flupendi- 
ous and immenſe love unto man, that he was 
gratiouſly pleaſed to.find.out a way for us to 
dehold him both ſafely and comfortably in his 
only and beloved Son Chriſt Jeſus, the. ſecond 
Perſon in the ſacred and myſterious Trinity z 
that ever bleſſed and eternal word, who when 
the fulneſs of time was come, was made feſh 
for us, as you have it, Fobs 1.14. This was 
that glad tidings of great joy, which the holy 


Angels brought unto the Shepherds ; and this. 


is that myſterious and unutterable love of God 
unto man : Whereby the earneſt deſire of my 
ſoul is to bring that unvaluable peace and 
comfort- to the ſouls of his Ele&, which this 
tranfitory ſinful world can neither give unto 
them, nor ſhall be ever able to take away from 
them ; even that bleſſed peace of God, which 
paſfeth all our underſtanding. 

This (1 confeſs) is a theam too large for all 
the tongues of mea and Angels io dilate up- 
on; this is a myſtery ſo high, that even thoſe 
dleſſed Spirits are exceedingly delighted ro be- 
dold it; (o great and glorious,that they humbly 
proſtrate their Divine natures to adore it ; and 
yet ſo abſolutely needful to be known, that 
without it we can know nothing but to know 
our ſelves eternally wretched : In all awiul 
reverence therefore to this ſacred and myſtert- 
$2S.Uni00 I humbly begin this my _—_ 

Wt 


wn, wy » wu 1b A ff 


OW 


a nes nd. A cats. . 2, OS Hm EE AA A * Tow , 


_ 


The Chuſttan Wotntoz. 35 


with him who is both without beginning and 
without end, that 4i/pha and Owrgs, that firſt 
and laſt, who faith of himſelf , Revel. 1,18, 
I am alive but was dead, and bibold I live for ever- 
more, and have the heys of death and of hell ; even 
that dleſſed Lamb ſlain from all eternity tor the 
ſakes of the Ele. 

Firſt, then for the better unfolding of this 
ſacred Myſtery, we are not to conceive this ſa- 
cred Word, which was madefleſh forus, to be 
that word which was ſpoken in the beginning. : 
of time, when the world was created ; for 
that was joyntly ſpoken by all the three Per- 
ſons in the Sacred Trinity, for Omnia oper 
Trinitatis quoad extra ſunt indiviſa ;. all the 
outward works of the Trinity are undrvided. 
But this ſacred word which wes made fleſÞ, 
was that eternal word-which S. Fob» tells us, 
Fobn 1, 1, was both eternally with-God and 
eternally was God : even that eternal,infinite, 
incomprehenſible word, that only eternally be- - 
gotten Son-of God, the wiſdom of the Father, . 
the expreſs image of his Perſon, by whom tke -- 
world was made, and by whom-the -worle 
hereafter ſhall be judged 3 eternally injoying 
bleſſedneſs in his own Eſſence, ard yet intime 
moſt gratiouſly communicating happineſs to us 
his creatures, 

Now becauſe upon the ſure foundation of - 
this Sacred union is built the bleſſed hope of 
our eternal happine's, and unto it as to the 
bleſNed fountain of our comforts muſt run the 
current of our prities in this life, and of our - 
Allelu3abs in the Life to come : I think it need- 
{11 before I make a farther ſearch into the re- 
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vealed ſecrets of this ſacred. myſtery, to re- 
move ſome few Objections which the profels'd 
Enemies of the Church of God have brought 
againſt this ſacred., . and ſoul-(atisfying truth; 
that we -may thereby: be able to. aftord our 
ſelves comfort, in. the ſure foundation of that 
bleſſed corner ſtone , which theſe wicked 
Builders have refuſed. 
Their firſt Obje&ion is this, h 
When the Son, the-:ſecond Perſon in the 
Trunity, was begotten, either. ho was , or he 
was not; if he was, how. can he then be 
faid to be. begotten? if he was not, then 
is he not <terna!, and if not etexnal then he. is 
not God. | 
This argurnent may ſeem to be of force, and 
toinvade,. and undermine the very being and 
the firm foundation o6f- our Chriſtian comforts 
for :f the word, the ſecond perlon in the: ſacred 
Trinity, be not truly and eternally God, then (2s 
S. Paul ſa:t1)s our Faith ain,and we are jet in cur 
f1xs,& are of all men meft miſerable : it behovyes us 
therefore to be furniſhed with ſuch anſwers as 
may. enable us todefend our ſelves againſt. the 
ſubriities of ous malitious enemies, that ſo-we 
may thereby, bring glory igig. God, Peace. to 
hs Church, and comfort to our. own ſouls.. 
Anſw, In anſwer therefore unto this Obje- 
ion you mult ynderſtand, that this begetting 
is eternal; but in the firſt-propoſition , either 
he was, orhe was not, is included the deter- 
mination of time, ſo thatwhat is agreeable to 
be ſpoken of this generation.as to.cternity , 1s 
no way agreeable to be ſpoken of.it as to the 
limits of time; and therefere we may truty 
anſwer . 
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an{werthat-as tothe bounds and.limitsof time 
he neither. was, nor.was not, becauſe. he was 
eternal ; ( that is) that he who is infinite can- 
not be ſaid; to: be- within the limiis- of that 
which is finite': fpr.in Eternity time cannot be 
ſaid to be exiftent , becauſe there can-benos 
thing more nor leſs than that which is pety 
feet. | | "wi 

. _ 0bjef, 2. A ſecond. not.' mjach unlike the 
former is this» Either the Son is always begot= 
ten,or elſe ſometime; he  ceafeth to he begot- 
ten; If he always is begotten he never attaineth 
to perfe&ion, and if he ceaſeth to be begotten 
then mult there follow a change in-God from 
being to not being : Therefore-cither there is 
no ſecond Perſon in the Trinity ,or.clte this (ee 
cor d Ferſon 15 not God. 

AInſw. For anſwer unto this, here you muſt 
again remember, that theſe words always and 
ſometime. imply thoſe limits of time which 
cannot be admuted in-Fternity; and therefore 
the anſwer is again. moſt. truly. given; that 
the Son 15 neither always begotten, nor ſome. 
time ceaſeth to be begotten, becauſe his genes 
Tation 15 Eternal, 

Objet, 3. Iftall trouble you but with one 
Odj26on more and that ſuppos'd to be in» 
vincible,which is this that followeth. The only | 
true God is called upon by .a Mediatour, but | 
neither the Son nor the holy-Gholt are invoked. | 
by a Mediatour, therefore neither- the Son nor 
the holy Gholt are the onely.true God. 

Auſw. In anſwer unto this we muſt wartly 
diſtinguiſh of the word, invoked or called np- 
033,4nd this weſhall fiyy to be two fold, the firſt 
abſolute, 
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| abſoiute, the ſecond relative; that which is 
& abfolate is dire&ed to the Eſſence of God ab- 
& ſolu:tely, and this abfolute Invocation un- 
doubtedly as well belorigeth to the. Son and 
to the holy Ghoſt as to the: Father 3 ſo that in 


reſpec of this abſolute invocation,all the three. 


Perſons being oneand the ſame eteraal Eſſence, 
are invoked by a Mediatour: That which is 
relative is invotation direRed to the exiſtence 
| or the manner of being of this one:Eſſence; and 
ſo to be invocated by a Mediatour relateth 
firſt in order unto God. the Father , by whom 
the Son [s eternally begotten to be the bleſſed 


Mediatour between God and man. And thus 


you plainly ſee, that the three perſons who 


ars equal in Efſence, may be unlike in office, 


and ſo the miſſion of the Father-in ſending,and 
the obedience of the Son in being ſent., takes 
not away or diminiſheth either the power or 
eſſence of the Son: ſo that although what 
the Son ſpeaketh as a Mediatour, muſt refer 


wholly co the Father; yet, what is ſpoken out: . 


{ of his office of Mediatourſhip, is as truly re- 
| lating to himſelf and to the holy Ghoſt as to 


the Father ; as to that one and the ſame Eternal 


eyer bleſſed Eſſence. 

Having thus briefly ( and I hope fully ). an- 
{ ſwered thoſe obje&tions which have brought 
| much trouble and diſturbance to the peace and 
| quiet of the Church of Chriſt;Let us now with 
* cheerfulne(s and joy, go onto thoſe enquiries 


of this Sacred and ſubſtantial union, that 


bring us everlaſting reſt and comfort to our 
weary ſouls. 


Hitherto we: haye onely ſeen but a ſmall 


glimpſe 
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glimpſe of the tranſcendent glory of this eter- 
nal word,the bleſſed Son of God , as it ſtand- 
eth to the ſacred and myſterious Trinity of 
Perſons in unity of Eſſence, Ged. bleſſed for 
ever: I am now come to ſhew you the.greart - 
and gratious manifeſtation of it unto man , by . 
the more than wonderful uniting of the two - | 


natures theDivine & humane in one Perſon the . | 


man Chriſt Jeſus ; to whom with humbleneſs & 
thankfulnefs of hearts, we duly owe our ſouls & 
bodies as a living fſacrifice,to love him,to ſerve. 
him, to honour him, to adore-him both now 
and for ever, Who for our ſakes and for our. 
Gns came down from heaven to take our na- 
ture upon him, and ( who knew not fin) to. 
be made fin for us, that we might be made 
righteouſneſs in him, and thereby to fſatisfle . 
his Fathers wrath for us, and for ever. to re- 
concile. his-mercy to us. This is that bleſſed 
union, that myſterious conne&ion» that flu- 
pendious condeſcention of the Divine na» 
ture to the huwane, by which we are for ever. - 
truly comforted. 


O moſt wonderful condeſcention of the ſa- | 


cred Deity , well worthy of aſtoniſhment,of * 
admiration! what imagination can conceive 
it ? what underſtanding fathom it ? what 
tongue of men or Anxzcls utter it ? how then 
ſhall 1 be able to unfold it ? O thou bleſſed Sa- 
Viour of loſt man who halt given thy ſelf unto 
me, be now preſent with me, foto dire& and 
guide me 1n this bleſſed fearch, that'I may 
_— and comfortably ſee fo much of thee, as- 
may bring glory unto thee, comfort unto thine, . 


and reſt to mire own Soul, 


This- © 


: 
: 
: 
: 
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This is that, lupendious wonder of won- 
ders, at which-the holy Angel; thentelves 
ſtand amazed ,'"at which the Cevils tremble, 
and without” which , the ſonls and-bodies of 
the*Saints are of all men moſt miſerable : The 
creation of all things out of nothing, the diſ- 
ſolntion of rhis firft creation, when the Hea- 
vens {hall bewrapt up as a ſcrowl, the Elements 
ſhall melt with fervent heat,the Farth with all 


'the ſinful works thereof ſhall be burn'd up, 


the gravcs ſhall open and give up their dead, 
and the ge:eral reſtoration of all theſe (hall be 
immediately preceqding the. everlaſting Sab- 
bath : All theſe, although they are indeed the 
works of wonder, yet muſt all give place to 
this, as to the wonder of wonders: For in the 
creation of all things out of nothing, as there 
was no pre-exiſting matter to help, fo alſo 
there was none to hinder ; and in their diſoli- 
tion and reſtoration, being now ' by God's. Al- 


mighty power already an exiſting matter, pli- 


able to be wrought upon and capable of no 
reli' ance , rhey areas clay in the hands of the 
Potter to faſhion them to what form and mould 
it pleaſeth him +. But.in this wonderful union 
between God and man, here. is not .only the 
creation of a new thingin the earth, as the ho- 
ly Prophet Feremiah tells us, Fer. 31. 22, The 
Tord hath created a new thing in th: earth, Behold a 
WOMAN fball. compaſs a Man; but here is 
aiſo 2 Diametrical oppoſition of the Agent. and 


the Patient, the omnipotent, wiſe, infinite, 


holy and eternal God the creatour, and the 
Areight womb of the Virgin, a weak, ſinful, g- 
nite, mortal creature, 

That 
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That the Son of God ſhould be made of a 
woman, as we have it confirmed, Gal. 4. 4» 
even of that Woman that was made by himſelt; 
that her womb which is finite, ſhould incloſe 
him who is infinite, whom the heaven of hea- 
vens cannot contain, becauſe he containeth all 
things; that he who had both Father and 


Mother, whoſe Pedegree is upon record ever 


unto Adam, as 1s proved, Aatthew the firlt, 
who in the fulneſ(s of time was brovght forth 
in Bethichem, and when he had finiſhed his 
courfe was cut off from the land of the living: 
That he,. notwithſtanding all this, ſhould be 
truly that in ſubſtance , which Melchiſcdech 
was only in ſhew, without Father, without 
Mother, without Pedegree, having neither 
beginning of Days, nor end of Life; that al» 
though he were without Father, yet his Fa- 
ther thould be-greater thanthe, as we have it, 
Fob 14.28. and yet he his Fathers equal, 
5.18, and laſtly, that he who was David's Son 
thoukl yet be David's Lord, as we have it, 


Aſatth. 22, 42, .'3. that he ſhould be truly alt 


this without the leaſt diminution of the Di- 
vine, or augmentation of the humane nature, 
15 a great wonder indeed, even the very 
greateſt of theigreat works of God. And vet 
notwithſtanding all thefe contrarieties and(unto 
man)” tmpoſſdilities, oppoſitions and contradi- 
E&ions,ſuch is the immenſe wiſdom and love of 
God, that when the fulneſs of: that: time was 
come, which from all Eternity was: Decreed to 
bezfor man's ſake,8 for man's Eternal comfort, 
he ſent his. Son into thei world tobe made 
fleth - for us, that: whoſoever ttlityed' in him 
65: ſhonld 
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ſhonid not periſh but bave everlafling life, Joh 


Ze. 19. 

For tke farther opening of this Sacred and 
mylterious truth , which put the bleſſed An- 
gels into admiration, the Devils to a Now plus, 
ani the whole frame of nature to aſtoniſhment, 
you are here to eonſiier, that as you had . be- 
fore in the ſacred and eternal Trinity, three 
Perſons in one Eſſence; fo you have here two 
natures in one Perſon, God and man in one 
Chriſt: fo that by rea'on of the ſiritnels of 
this perſonal union, whatfoever may be veri- 
fied of either of theſe natures, the ſame may 
be truly ſpoken of the whole Perſon, that is, 
of God and man, one Chriſt, from which of 
eitner of theſe two natures it hath its denomi- 
nation. For the clearer underſtanding where- 
of, let uscall to mind what the Apoſtle telleth 
us touching Chriſt , Col. 2. 9. In him dwelleth 
the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily; That 15, in his 
perſon , as God-man, and not in his nature 
as man only ; by which perſonal, and real uni- 
on , the infinite Deity is moſt firmly and 
eternally united to the finite humanity , in 
the true unity of one and the ſelf-ſame indivi- 
dual Perſon. 

That you may yet a littlz more fully and 
Clearly apprehend the true and holy meaning 
of this ſacred truth, take along with you his 
own words, both by way of illuſtration and 
of confirmation of the ftri&nefs of this bleſſed 
union in his own myſterious Perſon, Fobn 8. 
£8, Before Abrabam was (ſaith he) I ams 
where you have that which is only proper to 
the Divinity referred to the humanity in wa 
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and the ſame individual Perſon, Chriſt Jeſus : 
and A2s 20, 28.. you have a farther confrma- 
tion of it, where it is ſaid, The bloud of God 
cleanſeth us from all iniquity ; where you have 
that which is only -proper to the humanity re- 
ferred tothe Div:nty, in that inſeparable uni- 
on of one and the ſame Perſon : And as you 
have had in the two prece(ding texts either of 
the diſtin& natures truly attribnted to the 0- 
ther ſeparately and diſtinaly , the Divine to 
the humane, and the humane ro the Divine, in 
the true, bleſſed, and infeparable unity of the 
fame perſon: So you have hkewiſe, Fohn 1.14. 
both the na'ures joyntly ( but not mixedly) 
attributed to the ſame Perfon, where he tells 
you, That the <vord was made Fleſh, 

And here leſt we ſhould miſtake the man- 
ner of this wonderful Conjun&ion of the two 
natures in unity of the ſame Perſon, we muſt. 
warily conſider that the Divine nature did not 
aſſume the humane perſon, but the Divine Per- 
fon did aſſume the humane nature ; for if the 
three Perſons in unity of Eſſence had been 
made fleſh, and the fulneſs of the Godhead had : 
ſo dwelt in the Perſon Chriſt Jeſus bodily 3 
there ſhould then have been a fourth perſon 
added to the Godbead, and ſo the Trinity of 
Perfons in unity of Efence muſt have been 
augmented 3 which was impoſſible. For, unto 
perfe&ion it ſelf nothing can be added ro 
make it more perfeQ, Ard if either the Fathgr, 
the firſt Perſon, or the holy Ghoſt the third, 
had been made fleſh , then ſhould there have 
been two Sons in the ſacred Trinity ; there- 
fore it was abſolutely needfal, that this Divine 
Per- 
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Ferion which aſſumed the humane nature; 
{hould be the ſecond Perſon in the ſacred Tri- 
nity, that fo the Son of God might be the 
Son of Man, ( and fo our Saviour terms him- 
{elf ) and both of them but one and the ſame 
perſon ;that (o being but one Son, there ſhould 
nvt be addition to the (ſacred Trinity. 

Now as this was ablolutely neceſſary in re- 
ſpe& of God, fo was it likewiſe in reſpe& of 
Man, that we theredy might joyfully be male 
the Sons of God, net by hereditary right, but 
by Adoption 5 and this is that which S. Paul 
teacheth ns, Gal. 4. 4, 5, & 7, verles ; God ſerve 
bis Son made of a woman, that we might receive 
the 1dottion of Sons, whereupon he farther give 
eth us this comfortable aſſurance in the verſes 
following, Wherefore thow art 110 more a ſervant 
but a Son, and if a Sou then (alſo) an beir of 
Ged throuzth Chrift : whereby (to the moſt un- 
ſpeakable comfort of all the Ele&) . we may 
both ſafely and joyfully aſſure our ſelyes, that 
what intereſt and relation Chriſt himſelf hath, 
both in and unto God by nature, the "wy 
ſame we have by grace; onely with this dit- 
ference, that we receive , ad modum recipients, 
that is, according to the capacity and extent of 
our veilel receiving; And this allo S. Fohbs 
confirms unto us in theſe words, Fohn- 1. 12. 
. As many as received him, to them be gave power 10 
be the Sons of God, even wunio th-m that believe on 
bis wim:3 and that nothing might be wanting 
to aſure us of this bleſſed truth, we have the 
bleſſed words of Chriſt himſelf. to confirnv it, 
Fohn 1-. 24. Eather (faith he) I wil. that 
8hoſe which thaw ba giyen me: be with megeven 
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where I am, that they may beha'd that my glory 
which  rhow haſt givem me ; So that although 
Chriſt be the firſt _ born amongſt many bre- 
thren by nature, as. we have it, Kem. 8. 20s 
yet we, even wealſo, bythis grace of adopti- 
on, are accounted his firſt born, So God: bid= 
deth Aſoſes ſpeak unto Pharaoh, Exod. 4. 22, 
Iſrael is my ſon,even ny firft bore,. and fo Heb, 
12, 23. the whole iſrael of God conſiſting both 
of Jew and Gentile is declared there to. be, 
The general aſſembly of the Church of the firſt bor 
rolled in beaven 3 and thus you ſee how mn re- 
ſpe& of man alſo, that the word, the ſecond 
ſacred Perſon inthe Trinity, was made fle(h. 

It will not be here amiſs if we conſider yet 
ſomewhat farther .of the nature aſſumed, that 
(o unto our endle(s comforts we.may know him 
to be both perfe& God, a bleſſed and eternal 
being ; and perfe& man, of an humane body 
and reaſonable ſoul ſubſiſting : Now for the 
better clearing hereof we are to conſider, that 
the word fleſh in Scripture is taken 1n a vatri- 
ous acceptation ; ſometimes for the bady of 
man diſtin& from the ſoul, as in 1 Cor. 15, 
39- All fleſh is not the ſame fleſh, for there ts ons 
fi:ſb of beafts, &c. ſometimes for the' unregene- 
Tate man, as Rom. 8.13. If ye walk after the fleſh 
ye ſhall die, &c. and ſometimes for the whole 


"nature of man both ſoui and body in the ſtate 


of regeneration, as we have it from S. Paul 
ſpeaking of him(clt, Rom. 7. 5, For 1 know that 
in me that & in my fleſh dwelleth no goed thivg ; 
and fometimes for the whole nature of manin 
the ſtate of perfe&tion, in which ſence only it 
1s that Chriſt took our nature upon him); = We 
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have it, Heb, 2. 17. He was made like unto us 
in all things, fin only excepted. If tt ſhall here 
now be demanded how he could be made fle(h 
without ſin, ſeeing that according to his fleth 
he came of the ſeed of Abraham, as we have it, 
Heb. 2. 16. of the ſeed of David,as in Rom.1.3. 
of the ſeed of the Woman, as in Gen.3.16. who 
all of them (the bleſſed Virgin her ſelf not ex- 
cepted)were born in Original ſin? | 

For an{wer hereunto we are to underſtand 
that Original ſin can no way be propagated 
unto mankind but by that a& of common ge- 
neration whereby the race of mankind is con- 
t:inued : now ſeeing that Chriſt as he was God 
had no Mother, and as he was Man had no Fa- 
ther as to this common A& of generation,and 
fo became the fruit of the womb and not the 
fruit of the Loins, therefore it was utterly 1m- 
poſſible that this holy thing which ſhould be 
born of her ſhould contra& any thing of ſin 
from that immaculate womb which knew not 
man and was ſan&ified by God. 

Let us not here too curiouſly enquire how this 
can be,this being a ſearch far fitter for anAnge« 
lical nature,chan for ſinful duſt & aſhes;but here 
ler the holy Angels Anſwer to the bleſſed Vir- 
gin be rcully ſatisfa&ory to us, that the Fower 
of the moſt high ſhould overſhadow her, unto 
whom nothing is impollible. Let us therefore 
Faxthfully and joytiully believe, that as the di- 
ſtin&ion of perſons in the holy Trinity hinders 
not the unity of the Godhead, although every 
Perion intirely holdeth his own -incommuni- 
cable property : So neither doth the diftin- 
Eton of the two natures ia Chriſt our bleſſed 
| $av10ur, 
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Saviour, any way croſs, hinder or confound the 
unity of his Perſon, although each nature re- 
maineth intire in it ſelf, and moſt fully and 
. compleatly retaineth the diſtin& properties a- 
greeing thereunto without the leaſt thought 
.or poſibility of converſion, compoſition, com- 
mixtion or confuſion. But let this only and 
alone, both fully and for ever ſuffice us, that 
we (with admiration) ſee,to our ſouls exceed- 
ing comfort, our humane nature exalted far 
above the nature of Angels; aſſumed into the 
undivided unity of God's own perſon, and ad- 
. mitted there to dwell to all eternity : In 
whoſe bleſſed Perſon we alſo who are his bre- 
thren,and ſo the Sons of God by zdoption, are 
" not only heirs of God, as the Apoſtle tells us, 
Rom. $. 17. but joynt heirs with Chriſt, to rule 
and reign with him for ever. And for this 
bleſſed exalation of man's {intul nature eſpe- 
cially it was, that the Son of God was made 
the Son of Man, even Chriſt Jeſus the Righte- 
ous,to whom be all glory, honour,praiſe, domi- 
nion and thankſgiving, with all humble Ado- 
ration both now and for ever. Amen, 

As we have conſidered Chriſt in his Perſon; 
it now concerns us yet farther to conſider of 
him in his office, and that is his Mediatonrſhip 
between God and man: and here we ſhall find 
it abſolutely neceſſary, that he who was to re- 
concile both natures , muſt likewiſe be parta- 
kery of them both, that ſo what was impof- 
ſible to the nature of Man, as finite, might be 
performed by the Perſon of Chriſt as infinite x 
by whoſe a&ive and paſkve obellience, we are 
now '( from being encmies-to God and ſo Key 
chil- 
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. 05 wrat eame tRC For 
BE: 4, of .peace, as the Apoſile aſſureth us, 
Epicſ.2.14.1n theſe words, For he is our Peace,uuha 
hath made .of both one,and bath broken down the par- 
eztion wal: ; From hence allo is that molt affeſti- 
onate expreſſion of our bleſſed Saviour, Fehb.20, 
A7.Go to my brethren and [ay unto them,I aſcend wn- 
8&0 my Father and your Father,and wnio my God and 
your Ged:; Now if Chriſt be not aſhamel to call vs 
brethren, God will not be aſhamed to own us 
as his children : and thus we ſee (to our un- 
ſpeakable comforts _) that the exaltation -of 
man's nature was from all eternity decreed by 
the Mediatourſhip of Chriſt; and by him fut- 
filled, when he took our nature upon him, 
and gave himſelf up to Death, as a propitia- 
tory ſacrifice for us, and a full and tufficient 


ranſome for our ſins, to appeaſe his Fathers 


wrath,to ſatisfie his juſtice for us,and for ever 


. Teconcile his mercy to us: to whom be glory 


for ever. | 
From hence it is that S. Pau! makes his uni- 


-verſal challenge both to men and Devils, Kom, 


8. 32, 33. Who /hall lay any thing to the charge of 
God's EleÞ ? it #© Ged that juftifieth, who 1s he that 
condentnah? it is Chrift thas died, yea rather. that 15 


-Tiſeu again, who is ever at the right hand of God 


making interce/hion for ws. O bleſſed Redeemer, 
how iweet is this thy mercy unto me a wretch- 
ed and polluted ſinner? thon hateſt and ab- 
horreſt fin in me, thou haſt ſhed thy pretious 
bloud to take away the puniſhment of ſin from 
me ; and notwithſtanding I ſtill daily and 
hourly commit fin againſt thee, thou fill gra- 
.tioufly intercedeſt for me z bleſſed and for 
ever bleiied be thy holy name, and let all _ 
tnat 
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that love thee, the Lord and giver of life 
eternal, depart from their {ins and (ay, Amen, 


Amen, 
PIOUS AD MONITIONS 
apon the preceding Meditations. 


J. Ft theſe ſtupendious wonders in the In- 

L. carnation of Chriſt, admoniſh all thoſe 
that love their own ſouls, both timely and ſe- 
r:ouſly to conſider, what a {oathſome, -dread= 
ful, and pernicious thing fin is, ( that no lefs 
than the precious blood of God could expiate ; } 
and tremble to commit it : O let us not be fo 
wickedly, fo wretchedly, ſo foolithly deceie 
ved, as to imagine that God will favour that 
in us which he ſo ſeverely puniſhed in bis 
only Son. There is indeed ( as S, Paul telletty 
us) no. condemnation to them which are 
in Chriſt Jeſusz but it 1s unto them onely 
that walk not after the fleſh but after the ſpi- 
xit. Let us not therefore deceive our own 
fouls, in our preſuming toofar upon the mer- 
cy of a Saviour, for while he is merciful, he 
will, he muſt be juſt, neither 4s it poſſible he 
can be {o merciful-tnto us as to be unjuſt to 
himſelf. O let this therefore timely.perſwade 
us all to hate and abhor, .even but the very 
leaſt thought of ſin, ( 2sthat which is dire&ly 
oppolite even to the very flature of God him- 
fe I to tremble at the, a&, toſtand amazed 
at that mercy that daily inviteth us to come 
out of this miſery 3 to pray often and earneſtly 
uato God againlt it , - at ſo we may obtain a 
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Codly ſorrow for it, holineſs and conſtancy of 
keart tor ever to avoid it, holy leverity of life 
to revenge our (elves of it, an the ſweet en» 
z0\ments of God's holy Spirit after it: that (0 
where {in hath. abounded ,. there grace may 
abound much more, that fo all- things (white 
we thus heartily love him, and fear to offend 
him ) .even our very {ins may work to our Ad- 


2. In the next place [let us all (as wiſe 
Chriſhans ) indeavour timely and carefully to 
make ſure work for our fonls, by looking nar- 
rowly ur to our titles in Chriſt, that ſo the re- 
gemprtior'of this our purchaſed poſſeſſion may 
be made ſure unto us, leſt if this invaluable 
purcha'e, ſhall prove to be made by him that 
15 a ſtranger to us,in whom we have no intereſt 
at all, and from whom we can derive no true 
diſcent, we may utterly deſpair that we can 
ever poſſibly.expec, to be ather inveſted in 
the purchaſe oreftated in. the poſieſion of this 
our heavenly .inheritance : for tte fult and 
ſafe aſſurance whereof, ( being the greateſt 
and moſt happy work belonging to a Chri- 
tian) let us (to our fouk comfort) take theſe 
following Cautions. 

I. Let us conſider, that although fince the 
worlds:creation,; unto that fulnets of time that 
the word was made. fleſh , there were many 
millions cf men between, yet S. Paul 1 Cor. 
35. 47- gives us an account but of two onely, 
as remarkable 'for the fountains of Life: 
the frft man ( ſaith he) 5 from the earth earthy 5 
the ſecond man # from beaven : from the firſt we 
-xeccive a carnal, from the ſecond 


- 


, 
- i 
2 
26.4 
F 
[7 
b 
1 
= 
+ 
2 
"4; 
ry 
Fy 
F. 
I 
*s 
vr 
< 
n 


RIM TLAEM.EYYT: 


AMA 4 mm 0 uw ga cod fs vo = 


. 


oY - 
$—_ 


f 
; 
' 


Sade ad. $i — 


ble akirazesot thioar fpiritual reger:exati in, 
£29 D 3 


The Chufttan Momtoz. $F* 
life: fo that our bleſſed Saviour himſelf tells 
us, Fobs 3. 3. that Onleſs we be born again we 
c41mat exter 13110 the kingdom of beaven ; for as 
the guilt of the-ficft mans tranigreMlion ts deri- 
ved unto us by carnal generation 3 {o muſt the 
benefit of the ſecond mans obedience be con- 
veighed unto us by ſpiritual regeneration : as 
he was made fleſh unto us, ſo muſt we be made 
ſpirit unto him , that ſs (both in our ſouls 
and bodies) we may become that holy, hap« 
Py trne regengrate man, which by hari pre(- 
$ng forward 'towards the heavenly mark, 
maſt ( as S, Pazl tells us) every day grow up 
more and more perfect in grace ( as our bodies 
in nature ) until at lat we have attained to 
the perfeRion of the ſtature of ſpiritual men in 
Chriſt Jefus. 

.  4.: Now for the happy attaining of this-(pt- 
Titual:birth,mfomuch as it is derived from the 
dieffed: Spirit -of: God :into the hearts 'of his. 
Children, that fo they may. be bern again of 
the Spirit ard become the bleſſed babes of 
Chriſt 3. it 'behoveth us both timely and ſeri- 
ouffy, with all hnmblenef(s and cearneſtneſs of 
foul;to make our hearty addreſſes unto him by 
prayer, for the. (weet injoyment of his holy 
Spirit, - that {ob as the: Apoſile! ſpeaketh and ad- 
viſeth., © Epbeſ. 4. 220 + may -put off the old 
mam. bir b 5 - corrupt according 2b. tbe deceirfal 
lufts of the flsſbs avid? being renewed int the [pi> 


iT of our midi ; pur on the new man , whick 


after God is created in vighieouſneſs and irue ht» 
- / Fs. Fhiedly, that we may have a comfort a- 
les 
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I: v5 examine it by theſe following particu- 
lars. There ought to be in this as in the Carnal 
generition,firit,lite, and ſecondly, likeneſs ; {o 
that whoſoever wanteth either of theſe in his 
new birth may well doubt he hath no part nor 
portion in this heavenly purchaſe : Now as to 
che firſt, as we were all dead in Adam, fo (in 
holy order unto this our ſpiritual birth ) we 
muit all be quickened in Chriſt , and this the 
Apolile tells us, Epheſ. 2. 4. God who i rich in 
tove, for bis great love wherewwith be loved ms, even 
ahen ave Were all dead in fins bath quickened us 
F2gerber in Chrif: and as to the fecond it ts 
likewiſe evident, that he who hath begotten 
us again unto this ſpiritual life, hath likewiſe 
begotten us in his own likeneſs : (that 15 
with all our true proportions of graces, ( al- 
though but weak and ſmall) which are both 
properly and eſſentially belonging to the ſpiri- 
tual man;) and this is that-which S. Pax] teach» 
e&th, I Cor. 15.48. As is the earthy ſuch are thoſe 
that are earthy, and as &s the heavenly, ſuch are 
thoſe that are heavenly; and truly ſuch (if we 
belong to Chriſt ) we muſt all be in perfeRion 
of parts although net of degrees , which can- 
not be attained here but ſhall be compleated 
hereafter ; which im 
in and tharough his perfe& holine\(s(who is be- 


accepted and gloriouſly rewarded. 

4. Fourthly, for the farther trengthening of 
this our bleſſed aſſurance we muſt all indea- 
vour for a true and lively faith in Chriſt, for 
. This is that eſpecially which S. Pax! tells us, 
Heb. Lt«1, is the ground of things hoped ey 
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ind the evidence of things not ſeen. Thi: :s: 


' . that Vital,radical, moſt neceſſary grace, with. 


out which it is impollible to pleaſe Goii. This 
is that happy hand that layerth Faſt hold upor- 
the bleſſed promiſes, and {weetly reſteth in ihe- 
full perſwaſion of Gods gracious performances: 
and here we muſt again take heed that we re(t. 
not wholly in the bare a& of Faith, but that 
we joyn 'it with (its bleſſed obje&) Chriſt,that- 
ſo thereby each individual perſon of us may: 
with comfort ſay (with Thomas.) My lord and: 
w:3 God. 

5. Now leſt there ſhould be yet any fzr- 
ther doubt or danger remaining of this our: 
comfortable aſſurance ; it behoveth- us in the 
laſt place, ſtrigly to examme our Faith , by 
theſe ſigns or ſymptoms following, If our 
Faith be living, our hope-in Chriſt wilt be 
ledfaſt, our love perfe&, our zeal fervent ; 
our. Joy in his prefence unutterable, our grics 
in his abſence intollerable, our deſires towards 
him earneſt, our longings for him infatiate 
When we can truly find in this our regene- 
rate man a gracious improvement of all theſe, 
weneed not fear but that our title-is good z 
our. evidence ſafe, and the future enjoyment 
of our. heavenly poſſeſſion certain. Let us all 
therefore - carefully beware that we lofe nos 
our firſt love for if once our affections begin to 
cool to God ward, they will ſoon inflame to the 
world, and leave us both joylels in conſcience, . 
and comfortlefs in Chriſt. 

O thou - therefore .whofoever. thou art that 
realeſt this and art yet. in thy fins, !etme (I 
pray thee) in the laſt =_ admonmkl thee not to 

0 3ct 


54 The Chultian Monitot. 


fet light by what thou now readeft, but ts 
make a ſober and a ſanQified uſe of it. God u- 
ſeth commonly the weakeſt means to do the 
greateſt works, that he thereby may have the 
greater glory; this hour (for ought thou know- 
e{t)may be the bleſſed hour of thy converſion. O 
quench not therefore (even at this very pre- 
fent) the bleſſed motions of God's holy Spirit in 
thee 3 when they are once gone how kroweſt 
thou whether they ſhall ever retarn , and woe 
then will be unto thy ſou! for ever, when thy 
time of calling is once paſt; to day therefore 
(even this thy day of grace) if thou wilt hear 
his (holy) voice, harden not thy heart againſt 
him by thy rebellious courſes; leſt thoſe bleſſed 
things that belong unto thy peace be for ever 
hid from thine eyes 3 when no tears can be ſuf- 
ficient to bewail thee, no hand ſhall beaffordet 
to relieve thee, no intermiſſion of thy grief to 
comfort thee, and (to thefarther terrour and 
amazement of thy guilty foul) when God him- 
felf who only can releaſe thee, ſhalf for ever 
hide his mercy from thee, and {to augment thy 
forrow) laugh at thy deſtiru&ion. Let this 
therefore- timely move thee to bewail thine 
own miſery, and humbly and earnefily to cry to. 
God for mercy,that fo of Carnal thon mayRt be- 
come Spiritual, and asthe-holy Apoſile yet Far- 
ther adviſeth thee, Rom. 1 2.13, that thou mayſd 
walk Tonfily as in the day, not in ſurfeiting and 
drunkenneſs, not in chambering & wantouneſs, not 
in ſtrife & envying 3 but put thou on the Lggd Feſus 
Chrift, aud take no (farther) care for the fleſh to fu'fit 
the luſfs th:reof, Conſider well of what thon haſt 
read,and the Lord(in mercy)improve it to thees. 
for thy Converſion, - THE 
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Veſt holy, and for ever blefſed Lord God , aud- 

in Feſw Chrift my mot merciful and loving 
Father , the et:rmal lover, gracious reaeemer,. 
conflant preſerver , and eterual comforter , of the 
ſouls and bodies of thy Saints; who out of the deep 
Abyſs of thine Eternal I ove, haft given me thine 
onely Son to die for me, and in him , thy ſelf 
Eternally nnto me ; Give me alſo I bleſeech thee 
8 brokeu and a contrite heart , for- my many and. 
my grievous ſins, Which were the cauſe of his 
great ſufferings; give me an holy and regenrrare 
heart , to hate all fin, even in the very leaſt ap- 
prarance of it , as dire#ly oppoſite to thine Eier- 
nal Eſſence, who art Holineſs it ſelf ; give mo 
a wonuded beart , for grieving thy good Spirit ; 
give me 4 fexed,, xralows, and # conſtant hears 
in thy ſervice , an bumble aud a thank ful hears . 
for thy mercies, a faithful and a joyful heart in 
thy promiſes , and a cheerful and a willing hears 
at thy call; that when my days of fin and ſor- 
row- ſhall be ended , I may boldly ſay with come 
t and aſſured confidence i thee 53 Into the - 
bands ( Lcd) Feſms I willingly and joyfully re- 
fign my ſpirit , for thow baſt red:emed me 0 
Lord, thou God of truth : grant bis, dear Father, 
for thine Eternal love ſake in Chrift the Rightes - 
05, Amen. | 
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BF rhe ſinners engodly diftruſt of God's mercy in 
Chrif ,occafioned by the mu/ttude , hainonſnefs 
and long cominuance of ki: /ins, 


Aving now in ſome {mall meaſure (as Gol 
hath enabled me) declared unto thee the 
invaluable richnelis of God's love unto man in 
Chriit Jeſus it 15 now needtul ( in hope of re- 
Eaining ſuch as are out of Chriſt) that I in« 
deayonr to remove from them, ſuch ſuppoſed 
difficulties as Satan ( their profeſſed enemy) in- 
deavours daily to obtrude upon them, in per- 
ſwading them (with wicked Cain) that their 
fins are greater than can be forgiven: This is 
that perilous and deſtrugive rock againſt 
which too many ihipwrack'd ſouls, ( too hea- 
vy iaden with the weighty burden of their {ins, 


driven- by the tempeſtuous winds of God's. 


threatnings againſt them, toſſed in the waves 
of defpairing thoughts, without the rudder 
ef his ſacred word: to ſteer them, the bl:fed 
compals of his holy Spirit to dire& them,the 
rich food of faith to ſuſtain them, and the 
Airong Anchor of hope-tv ſecure them, ) have 
been moſt miſerably dathed in pieces, and: ir- 
racoverably and eternally loſt, For the timely 
and (I hope) the comfortable prevention 
whereof, I deſire all thoſe who ( by reaſon of 
their many ſins and Satans powerful tempta- 
tions ) lie groaning under the fad preſſure of 
gngodly thoughts perſwading to deſpair, ſeri- 
ouſly and religiouſly to coniider with me - 
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the weight and comfort of theſe following par - 
ticularsz and the. Lord in his rich Mercy ſo 
bleſs them unto every ſoul. that needs them, 
that he may have the gtory,they the comfort of 
their ſafe deliverance, ; 
1, Conſider firſt, (Ipray thee) of God's 
love unto thee as thou art his creature, that (a3 
David tells thee) in his book are .oN thy 
members written, that he is truly and eternal- 
ly good, from whom no evil can proceed, and 
that therefore it is impoſſible that he ſhonl4 
hate any thing he hath made:Conſider likewiſe 
that he brought thee out of not being into 
Being ; that from- this comfortable-being in 
nature he gratiouſly brought thee unto-thav 
far better and more bleſſed. being in graces - 
whereby ( as by the happy means. conducing 
to the bleſſed end of thy Creation) thou mayſ> 
be ſafely guided to thy beſt.of being,thy reſt 
and comfort both of foul and body in eternat 
glory 3 and all..this for none other cauſe but. 
God:s free love unto thee ,- which from all 
eternity he had.ſet upon thee z. God, ( as Saint. 
Fohs telleth thee, x Fob» 1. 4.) rs (eſſentially); 
Love. it-is therefore impoſſible that anything; 
but love gan naturally-proceed from him-: He 
is that great Fountain .of {ſweetneſs froms 
whence. thoſe rivulets of ſweet. comforts are-+ 
derived to the ſouls and bodies of his Saints, 
from whence it is impoſſible that anv bitter: 
fireams of wrath can willingly proceze : Be- 
lieve it, O believe it to the ſaving comfort of 


thy fia-ſick doubting ſpirit, that it is utterly a-- F? 


gainſt the bleſſed nature of Almighty God, tor + 
behold thee his finful creature miſerabie:s 
DS From. 
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From hence it is that all his- judgments de» 


nounced' againſt finners are conditional; no. 


Judgment denounced - but: (upon trac repent- 
ance ) with mercy victhided : Such was that 
againſt Nineveb, Forah 1. 2, Tet forty days and 


Aireveh ſhell be deflroyed 3; and ſuch ts that of. 


the Avpoitle againft. rebellious ſinners, 1 Cor. 6, 
Nenther Forniconrs, ner. Admltereys, nor thieves, 
mor covetous perſons, nor Back-diters, nor Drun- 


kards ſhafl obtain the kingdom: of God ©: Nineveh 


repented and was nat deſtroyed, t thou 
likewiſe of thy fins, and thou ſhalt be ſaved. 
So that now. thou plainlyſeeſt, God's puniſh- 
ments for {in may be rather.ſaid to be extort- 


ed trom. him than infliged by him: From. 


this his great-unwillingneſs to puniih ſinners, 
arifing from the richnets of kis love to man, is 
that his great patience-and long-ſuffering toe 
wards them; in giving-of them yet a longer 


aad a larger time of repentance ; from- whence - 


it was that he complained by his Prophet 
Limos, Ames 2.13» With an Fire , Brbold I am 
preſſed wnder you as a cart-1h.tt is loaden with 
Hheaves : O fee the goodne!ls of a grations God 
and be comforted 3 when thou haſt not. only 
wearied out thy felf in wickedne's, but even 
thy God :liv, by adding lin upon fin, and 
thereby load wpon load as well upon his pati- 
ence and long-{uffering towards thee as upon 
thine own too much zlready overburdened 
conſcience within thee : yet ſuch is the great- 
neſs of his love unto thee that he is fil willing 


to forbear thee,and tofarcy yet longer for thee, 


that fo he may (if poſſi»le} at laſt nave mercy. 


V2 1.366, 
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Hitherto thou haſt onely ſeen -Gods love . 
unto thee at a diſtance, as he is thy merciful . 
Creatour and thou art his ſinful creature; give 
me now leave I pray thee to lead thee nearer 
to him as he is in Chrilt, from all Eternity, thy 
moſt merciful and loving father,and as thou in 
him- art . his adopted and beloved child : And 
here thou mayſ ( with joy and comfort to thy 
wounded ſpirit ) behold him ſo intirely lo- 
ving thee, as to give his only and beloved Son 
ro die for thee, that ſo believing in him thou 
{heuk(t not periſh but have everlaſting life ; of 
which the holy Apoſtle aſſures thee, Fobr - 
3-16, in whoſe bleſſed obedience ( which 
from all eternity he hath accepted for thy 
diſobedience) thou-mayſt, with confidence 
and comfort, behold him to be thy God, and 
thereby fin:i him gratiouſly ſuſtain-ng . thee 
in thine infirmittes 3 his rod and his ſtaff, as 
Dawid tells thee. Pſalm the 23, they comfort 
thee, the one by ſuſtaining thy weaknels, the - 
other by corre&ting thy wilfulneſs: pitying. : 
thy weaknels, bemeaning and bewailing thy 
wiltulnes, wounding, rending, breaking thine 
ob\urate heart by the terrours -of his Law,that 
thou mayli thereby be healed by the glad ti- 


dings of his Goſpel ; inviting, intreating, be» -- 


ſeeching, embracing ,nay even compeliing thee 
to mercy and forgiveneſs, O hear, what thy 
merciful Lord faith unto thee by his fervant .- 
Daviz, Pſal. 102, Like as a fathers heari yern- 
eth over his Children, fo the Lord nath mercy 
on them that fear him for he knowerh how 
trail they are and that they are but duſt : wet* * 
thexefore may S, Paw! call him the father of 
D.s6 mer 
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mercies, and- the-Goa of all confolatiors : 
2 Cor. 1. Hear alſo what he (aith unto thee by 
his Prophet Exekiel, Exek. 18. 31. Caft away 
from you- all vour tranſgreſiions and make you a 
ew heart. and a mew ſpirit ,for why will ye die, © 
7e honſe of Iſrael ? For I. deſire not 3be death of hims 
shat dieth; cauſe ye therefore one "another 20 returs. 
and hve: which (tothe comfort of all doubt- 
wg fonts) he afterward Exzek. 33- confirmeth 
with an oath, 1s 7 /ire faith the Lord, I deſire nt 
3he death of @ [iuner nt rather that he [bould repent. 
ard lv, Rear yet farther what thy Saviour 
faith nnto thee by-tke mouth of his Apollle, 
x Per. 2.11. In Chriſts 2ame and in Chriſts ſtead 


we-pray and beſeech you brethren, that ye ab-. -, 


tain from ieſhly !uſts which fight againſt the 
foul : And laſtly, for the farther manifeſta'ton 
and more aſſured confirmation of theſe his te- 
der bowels of compaſſion -towards thee, hear 
ijarther (to the cheering of thy ſoul) what thy 
bleſſed Saviour kimſelf from his own lips 
faith unto thee, in that his ſoul ſatisfying 
2arable of the returning Prodigal, Luk. 15.20. 
an theſe words; And whers be <vas jet a great 
23; off, his father ſaw him and had campa{ion 0 
tem, and 1au aud fell on his neck and &ifſed him, 
ard. {aid uno bt ſervants, bring forth the be&-rcbs 
and put 11 cn him, and put a riug en bis hand aud 
(068, on his Jeet and bring the fatted calf- and &ii 
$&:m,nud tet us eat and be merry, for this my ſon was 
fead axd ts alicewuas oft and is forud: O the wols 
deful concefcention of. the loving nature of 
thy grievyouſly offended, and yet moſt merciful 
Father ! Thou haſt long been a run-away from 
him by tby finful and rebeliious couries.againlk 


him, 
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kim, thow haſt ſpent thy portion -of the giſts: 
and graces of his holy Spirit, and art become 
wretched,and poor,and blind, and naked, and. 
miſerable ; O let the ſight of this thy extream 
miſery, and the gratious forwardneſs of thy, 
heavenly Father unto mercy, perſwade thes 
willingly. and boldly to. return home., and 
humble thy felf low unto him : He. now ſeeth. 
thee afar off in the ſighs and groans, in the. 
doubts and fears. of thy perplexed ſpirit, and. 
js ever ready to run out in mercy to meet thee, 
and in joy at thy return to fall upon thy neck 

and kiſs thee, even with the happy kiſſes of 
his holy Spirit un thine heart, with which thou: 
canlſt not chuſe but be- both'fully and for ever: 
fatisfed : The pretious robe of Chriſts righte- 

ouſnels is now ready to be put upon thee ,. the. 


ring upon thine hand to wed. thee unto Chriſt. 


for ever, the (hooes upon thy feet, that bleſſed 
preparation of the Goſpel, to lead thee unto, 
holiceſs and righteouſneſs of life and conver= 
fation, and the fatted calf, that ſpiritual food, 
to do the will of thy father, which will feed, 
thee with that fulneſs of joy and comfort it 
the holy Ghoſt, that will both delight and re« 
freſh thee for ever: this is that bleſſed food. 
which the world knows not of, of which one. 
hearty meal will yield thee more true nour.th-. 
ment than a whole age of ſin, 

That thou mayſt yet farther fee the ſweet- 
nels, richneſs, and exceeding tenderneſs. of: 
the great love of this thy good and gratious- 
Father ; conſider him yet farther in his loving 
invitations, gratious promiſes, and never fails 
WS performancs3 5 that thou mayit bock clear= 


= 
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ty ſee and faithfully. believe with.holy David, 
Pſa/.144 that his mercy is-above all his works ; 
and from thence learn, that it mutt needs be. 
then tranſcendently far above all thy finful 
a&ions, that ſo thou may goout of thy (elf, 


and thine own detpairing miſery, and caſt thy 


ſelf freely and boldly into his bleſſed arms of 
endleſs mercy, where (if thou comeR with 
a broken and a contrite ſpirit ) it is impoſe 
ble thou canſt want either true welcome or 
content. 


Hear his gratious invitation by his Prophet . 


Fjaith, Chap, 55. Allyou that be thirſty come un- 
to the waters of lite and drink freely ; how 
zoyfully oughteſt thou tv welcome this his blef- 
ted invitation ? Thou haſt long dwelt in the 
dry and barren wilderneſs of {in,where no wa- 
ter of comfort is, and thy heart now fainteth 
within thee, and this is that ſpiritual rock of 
refre{hment,Chriſt Jeſus the righteous, from 
whom the pretious waters of eternal life do 
plentifully fow to all thoſe thirſty ſouls that 
teex to him-for.ſuccour: O fay. thou therefore 
now with holy confidence, as happy David, 
Pſal.42.2. Ay [0ul ts atbirf# for God , yea even 
for the living Ged, O when ſhall I come and appear 


'B beſore the face of my God. This is that living wa- 


ter of which thy Saviour -himlelt reils thee, 
Fobn 4. i4. of which when thou haſt once 
taſted thou ſhalt never thirſt, e:ther for comfort 
here or for blefedneſs hereafter ; for of his tul- 
neſs we ſhall all be fully fatisfied. 

j' Hear farther how compaſionately thy bleſ« 
fel Saviour hiraſelf jnviterh tnee, 2fatth. 11. 
Come 11335 me all zo 1h at ore #83 y laden and Tiwnd 
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eaſe and _ you : Thou art now laden with. 
a burden mftupportable, even with that heavy 
load of fin and ſorrow, which doth prefs thee 
down to rutne and defiru&ton; the ſorrows 
of eternal death have even incompaſſed thee, 
and the pains of hel{in thy deſparing thoughts) 
have taken hold of thee; -O lay now this thy 
heavy toad of {in and forrow upon his ſhout» 
ders, who was Vir dolorum, a man of forrows, 
who now thus freely offers thee to bear thy 
burtiten for thee, and thou canſt not fail of. 
finding eaſe and comfort. 

Let me now lead thee to thofe bleſſed pro- 
miſes of his, which are all yea and Amen, of 
which his ſacred word is plentifnlly full; in 
them there is much of ſweetneſs to diſtreſſeg.. 
fouls : take onely theie that follow for a 
taſte, and the Lord in mercy give thee comfort 
by them. 

Hear what he promiſeth by tis holy Pro- 
phet Iſaiah, and in hearing of it, let thine: 
eyes melt into tears and thine heart into ſor- 
row for, ſo much, fo long diſpleaſing him- ſo-. 
mercifu! a Father, tſatah 66. Is it poible (ſaith- 
he) for a m*ther to forget her child and wot to have 
pity on the fruis of ber woms ! and though fhe ds 


forget, yet will I nos forget thee ſaith the Iord e 


How full of ſweet comfort th a diſconſolate- 
ſoul is this his Fatherly expreſfen ? what could 
he have (aid more to manifeſt the tenderneſs 
of his affections towards thee, than what he 
hath here ſpoken? Fonathans love to David 
was [aid to excect the love of women : how 
much more excellently tweet is God than na« 
ture ? it treſe fmall Riviiicts of love-here upon 
earth 
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earth deſerve the. name of . happineſs ; how 
much more bleſſed may we 7s ea that. ſoul 


that is imbraced by the bleſſed fountain. of : 


love, God bleſſed for ever ? Thou halt (as thoſe 
rebellious Iſraelites) a long time rebelled a- 
againſt himz and yet ( as.thy moſt tender 
hearted father) he ſtill owns thee as his chill, 
and with a moſt affetonate love (infinitely 
exceeding all that is or.can be upon earth.) 
Now thou art plunged by the texrour.of thy 
conſcience, into the greateſt depth of ex, 
treameſt miſery 3 even now alſo his gratious 
p:omi'e is, Not to forget thee , but (in this 
thy greateſt time of need )) to remember thee 
with mercy. QPraiſe the Lord therefore for 
his gooinels, and be converted unto him,and as 
he hath promiſed thee by: his holy Prophe:, 
Exel, 1, He will be (gratiouſly) converted wnig 
ghee, 

Q let not the number of thy fins affright 
thee, for Chriſt aſſureth thee by his holy Apoy 
file S.Fobn, .1 Fobs 7,9. that it.is his pretious 
bloud that cleanſeth thee from all iniquity, 
Let not the nature. of thy ſins amaze thee, for 
God hath promiſed by his holy Prophet,J/4.1.18, 
(it thou wilt not be Amr that 1f they be 
as red as ſcarlet, he will make them white as 
(now. Let not thy long rebellions againſt God 
diſturb thee , for thou haſt his faithful pro« 
miſe, Exekh.18. that whenſoever thou re- 
tirneſt from thy ſins, he will blot them out of 
his remembrance ; thy conſcience will not trous 
ble thee, for S. Paul aſureth thee, Rom, 5. that 
being juſtified by faith, thon haſt peace with 
God : and for thy farther and thy full _— 
© 


Meme. coma 
n_——_ 


hy 
% 
7 
£ 


AGoQYd or TRAD SPA Sno mm 


od NM op own on uno  v ro 


r 


ds 
_ 
k, 


The Chuſtitan Womtoz. 65 
of the ſafety of thy ſoul in Chriſt, take this the 
ſumm of all to comfort thee, that even God 
himſelf ( whom thon haſt fo much offended) 
cannot in juſtice condemn thee; For there ts n0 
condemnation to them which aye in Chrift Feſw!, 
who walk not after the fl:ſh, but after the Spirit, 
Rom. 8.32, And for the bleſſed confirmation of 
Gods gratious performance of all this, thon haſt 
his ſealing promiſe to aſſure thee, that heaven 
and-.earth ſhall paſs away, but not one tittle ot 
his ſacred word ſhall paſs, Matt. 24. 35. From 
hence it was that S. Paul made that his uni- 
verſal challenge both ro men: and Devils, Kom, 
S. 32, 33. Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of 
God;-Elei ? it is God that jufbifieth, who is hethat 
condemneth ? it is Chrift that died, yea rather that 1s 
riſen again, who t even at the right hand of God, 
who alſo maketh interceſſion for #4 

Thou haſt now (to the comfort of thy con- 
{ſcience I hope) clearly ſeen that Gods promi- 
{es to his children, are moſt gratious, manifold, 


abſolute and univerſal : How is it now poſſi- . 


ble that thou ſhouldeſt fear to be exclnded from 
th's aſſurance of mercy, wherein all ſorts of 
people, all kinds, degrees and continuances of 
fins, all tires and ſeaſons, in which they are 
committed, all qualities and conditions of fin- 
ners, are thus gratiouſly comprehended 2 Who 
cin now doubt of Gods end in making theſe 
his bleed promiſes ? when he plainly ſeeth 
tzey were made onely for mans ſake; all that 
he promiſeth, all that he giveth to us, all that 
he rcquireth of us, is to make us happy. Who 
can queſtion their truth that proceed from him 
who is truth it ſelf ? who ſhall dare to queſti- 
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on his mh to perform them, who is infinite ? 
and who can queſtion his willingneſs, from 
whoſe infinite love to man they all proceed ? 
Unleſs therefore thou wilt wretchedly exclude 
thy ſelf from mercy, whom Gol thus grati- 
ouily offercth to receive, and thereby mot 
wickedly deny kim in his ever bleſſed Efdence, 
and moſt holy Attributes, to thine own end- 
lels defru&ion both of ſoul and body, be not 
Faithleſs but believe and live. Faith is that 
—_ hand by which theſe bleſſed promiſes are 
ma.iie good unto thee; for which (as the crown 
of all ) thou haſt the faithful promiſe of thy 
bleted Saviour, Fobn 11.25, 25, I am the re- 
feerreQion and the life, be that believeth in me al- 
though he were dead, yet ſhall he live, and whoſoever 
liveth and believeth im me [hal xever die, O there- 
fore ſay now with comfort and ſure confi- 
dence in him, Lord, I bekewe, belp thow mine nn- 
b:lief : how (weet is this his yoke, how light 
his- burden ? when thou believeſt m him, 


thou enjoyelt life eternal by him, and thereby 


ſafety to thy body, ſweetnels to thy ſoul, peace 
in thy life, and reſt at thy death: Which tte 
Lord in his rich mercy give unto thee, and un- 
to all thoſe that love and expe& the joyful 
Gay of his appearing, | 
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PIOTS 4DMONITIONS 
T'pon the preceding Meditations. 


F: | B-- this in the firſt place admonith thee to 
ſet timely upon this bleſſed work of Re- 
pentance, for thou knoweſt not what a 

day may bring forth : refolve therefore ſeri- 

oufly while thy God 15 yet to be found, tocry 
mightily unto him for mercy. Remember that 

David tells thee, Pſal. 144. that The Lord & near 

rnto all them that call ujon him faithfully ; yea, 

ſo exceeding gratious is he in his prog 
to mercy,in willingly receiving thoſe that ſue 
to him for pardon, that as the Prophet tells 
thee, 7ſaiah 55. Before they cry F will hear, and 
while th:y ſpeak F will anſwer. O be not there- 
fore now afraid to cry unto him ; he: Tooketh 
not upon thee, as thou art in the filthy and 
polluted rags of thine own vncleanneſs, but as. 
thou art in the pretious Robe of Chrifts righte- 
ouſne's; all thy fins are his, all his perfe&i- 
ons are thine, fo now pleads them to his fa- 
ther(and to thy father)for thee, and if he inter- 
cefd to his father he cannot be denied. Let thy 
firſt work therefore be to get a fure intereſt in 
him by true and lively fa'th , and then thou 
needeſt not to doubt, but that. thou ſhalt appear 

a bleſſed foul before him. 

2. If thy faith be yet weak, let not that diſ- 
may thee, but comfort thy ſelf in this, that 
although it be weak, yet it is living: if there 
be onely bloſſoms of grace now, there will 
kereafter be fruit, even the bleſſed fruit of - 
mortification to ſin, and ſanRifcation to righ- . 
teouſneſs 2 
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teouſneſs : remember to thy comfort that Gol 
hath promiſed (who never taileth to perform ) 
Iſziah 42. 3. That heavill not break the bruiſed 
reed, nor quench the ſmoking flax 5; Ii therefore 
thy faith be now languiihing for want of- Di- 
vine (uſtenance,feed it often with the ſweet re- 
fre:hments of Gods ſouls ſufficing promiles, and 
(with his bleſſing upon them) it will aſſured- 
ly gather more ſtrength; theſe happy be- 
ginnings will have gratious proceeding, bleſſed. 
endings. 

3. Beware thou rely not onely or the bare 
act of Faith, but joyn it with its bleſſed ob- 
3e& Chriſt Jeſus : for it will little advantags 
thee to believe that Chriſt Jeſus came into the 
world to ſave ſinners, unleſs thou canſt alſo 
ſavingly believe that he diel for thy ſins, and 
roſe again for thy juſtification : This is that 
bleſſed and that ſaving hand of faith that 
lays faſt hold upon thy blefſed Saviour, and 
thereby gains a full and (afe aſſurance of thine 
own proper and peculiar interef in him, and 
this is joyfully confirm'd unto thee by thy cha 
love and firm obedience to him. 

4. If thou findeſt thy faith ſtill failing, be 
conſtant, frequent, fervent, even importunate 
with God in thy devotions, Holy importunity 
of ſoul, is that ſpiritual force that both wreſtles 
with God & overcomes him: He that is all love 
and hath given thee his Son to die for thee is 
much delighted (in and thorough him) to be 
overcome by thee : when thou. ſtrugleſt with 
him for mercy, thou overcomeſt him by him- 
Celf 3 his mercy unto thee hath ſatisfied his 
juſtice for thee ; how great is thus his ie <= 
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how tender are his bowels of compaſſion to- 
wards thee, who thus gratioeuſly is willing to 
be overcome by thee ? this is that holy vto- 
lence that takes heaven by force; this is that 
lovely eye of thine affe&ion that wounds the 
tender heart of- his compaſſions towards thee, 
and will not-letthim go without thoſe kiſſes of 
his mouth, the ſweet refreſhments of his holy 
Spirit, If thy prayers therefore be wanting, 
thy faith may well be wavering; be therefore 
much with God in prayer ,. that thereby thou 
mayſt be ſtrong in faith. : 

5. If after thine addreſſes unto Ged for mer- 
cy, thou art yet deſtitute of that ſpiritual com- 
fort which thy thirſty ſonl defirethz be not 
diſcouraged, but wait thou ſtill with patience 
the Lords leaſure, be ſtrong by truſting in him, 
and, aſſure thy ſoul with holy David , Pſalm 
17.14. that he at laſt ſhall comfort thine heart, 
for ( to the great comfort of thy drooping ſpi- 
rit ) he hath-yet farther promiſed, Pſal.91.14, 
that he will deliver thee (even from theſe thy 
dzeadful and defparing thoughts) becauſe thou 
haſt (truſted in him. Be not afraid therefore, 
for that thou ſeemeſt to be thus ſadly deſerted 
awhile for thy ſins ſake, thou art yet aſſured- | 
ly beloved for thy Saviours ſake ; although he 
bide himſelf a while behind the wall (of thy . 
corruptions ) . yet he will (gratiouſly ) look 
thorough the Lattice ( of theſe thy fincere hu« 
miliations3) although thy diſconſoltte heart 
be now ſadly difquieted within thee , yet up- 
on thy meek and humble addreſſes farther 
made by fervent prayer to thy God for mercy, 
my ſoul for thine, thou ſhalt aſſuredly — 
 kne 
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the voice of joy and gladneſs. Let not thy 
foul therefore be thus diſquieted within thee, 
but fiill truſt thou in God for he will be at 
laſt, the help of thy deje&ed countenance and 
thy God : As thou haſt had thine aberrations 
from grace , .(0 thou mayeſt now expe& a 
while to have theſe thine inundations of fore 
row: Let this therefore admoniſh thee to ab- 
hor thoſe ſins that have occaſioned theſe ſuf- 
ferings,to be timely and ſincerely humbled for 
then, and hereafter to avoid all manner of at- 
lurements to them : When thou art .thus bleſ- 
ſadly refolved, thou mayſft- with: holy confi- 
dence” aſſuze* thy fin-fick ſout that thou art 
Gods child, that be hideth his face from. thee 
but for a moment, that with everlaſting kind- 
neſs he may gather thee; that he hath there- 
fore broken thee with (orrow , that he may 
hereafter more effetually, and fecurdy. bind 
thee up with ſpiritual comfort; and with holy 
confidence aſſure thy ſelf with S.Peul, r Cor.2. 
that God &s faithful who will +a: ſwffer- thee tg 
be tempted above what thow art. able, but in 
the midſt of thy temptation -will ( grati- 
ouſly ) make a way for thee to eſcape: : which 
the deſire of my foul is, that the :Lord (in bis 
rich mercy will gre Agr nuto thee, and 
unto all thoſe that 'fa ly lie graining, undes 
the weighty burden of their fins, (if: 
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O) Eternal, 4lmighty, moſh merciful, and for ever 

bleffed Lord God of heaven and earth, and in 
Feſm Chriſt my mof# mercifuel and loving Father, bte 
bold me 1 meſs meekly beſeech thee, im much mercy 
and compaſſion towards me , thy finbborn , ſinful 
and moſt rebellions child , here meft humbly ( but 
moſt dejeedly ) mow proſtrate before uhee;, Lord 1 
have ſinned and my fouls earneſt defire is unfain- 
edly ro repent , I have long lain allowing in the 
filthy mire of fin, and am now aſhamed to-afpear 
before thee, I have moſt grivvouſly ſinned againſ# 
thy precepts, againf}- thy promiſes, againſ# thy mer- 
cies, ag ainſ# thy judgements, againſt the gratious 
ard the frequent viſits of thy boly Spirit in'me, a» 
gainft thy holy and continual providence over me, 
againſt my many vows and promiſes of my better 
obedience to thee, againfÞ thy great patience aud long 
fſaffering towards me, and againf# the daily thecks 
and horrours of mine own accuſing conſcience 
within me ; I am now grows old and impudent in 
fin; and am-n0 more worthy to be called thy child, 
Holy Father out of this the deep. ſenſe of mine own 
miſery, and my jet comfortable hope of thine abun- 
dant mercy, T am now. ( by thy grace ) both willing 
and defirons ro return wut theo 2+ Father forgive me, 
for I knew not what Fdill. F have Iong wearted out 
my ſelf in ways of wickedinefs, and have wow found 
nothing in my bands but ſhame and ſorrow : the De- 
vil hath beguiled me, the world hath bewitched 
me, and mine £111 falfe heart hath deceived me. I 
confeſs 0 Lord, I confeſs, that I. bave too too long 
been the child of reb«lion, and- that it were-noey 


mef 
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ferdition. But O Lord 1 am fleſh, plead not there- 
fore againft me in the thunder of thy judgments 3 
0 let me hear thee much rather in the ſtill and ſees 
Muſick of thy. mercies. O God moſt righteous, 0 
Lord moſt merciful, O Father moſt pityful, caft me 
not away I meckly beſerch thee in thy ſore diſpleaſure, 
but in the multitude of thy rich and tender mercies 
in thy bleſſed Son, to all thoſe fainting ſouls that 
ſe. to thee for pardon, have mercy on me 5 O thou 
#hat cameſ# to ſech and to ſave the loſt ſheep of the 
houſe of Iſrael, bave mercy on mez 0 thou bleſſed 
and ctervial Comforter that comforteſ# the drooping 
ſouls of thine Ele, have mercy on me ; ſuſſer me 
#20t O Lord to be ingulphed is this dreadful depth 
of my deſpairing thenghts, but reach out thy band of 
mercy aud ſupport me : O thou that ffilleft - the 
zempeſluons Sea of Sin, rebuke theſe winds and 
Waves, and cauſe ablefſed calmwithin me; for thy 


vame ſake, O Lord, be -merciful unto my. (ins for: 


they are great; My God, my God, look upon me ; 
avoby baft thou forſaken. me, and art .ſo far from 
bearing my Complaint , who haſt ſosften promiſed 
we pon my return onto thee, to be merciful unto 
me.? 0 hide net thy face from me, nor .caft me aby pe- 
 vitent. ſervant away in diſpleaſure 5 but ſave me 


for thy mercy ſake; makes baft O Lord to bear . and 


"help me, for Tam.in trouble,. My ſoul melteth for 
heavineſs, 0 raiſe me up according. 10 thy promiſe; 
O let my ſoul live and it ſhall praiſe thee, and thy 


_ Judgments ſball help me: I am ſore afflifed, make ns 


long tarrying O my God. 0 Lord hear, O Lord for- 


. give, 0 Lord confider and do it, defer not for thine 


. 670% ſake, for thy promiſe ſake, for 1by blefſed Sons 


ake, 0 my God, Amen. | 
Js = ; CHAP. 


moft juft with thee ro make me for ever the child of 
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CHAP. Vh 


Upon the great dauger of preſuming too far upon the 
rich mercy of God in Chriſt Feſws, with the ſinful 
and [ad conſequents thereof. | 


VV VV E having now, (to our ſouls com- 
| fort) by Gods gratious aſſiſtance (in 
the bleſſed conduct of his holy word) paſſed 
ſafely through the dreadful dangers of the 
rock of deſpair; it now remaineth that I in- 
deavour yet farther to preſerve thee from 
that far greater of preſumption, the dangerous 
paſſage being ſo ſtrait between them., that 
while the ſhipwrackt ſonl indeavours care- 
fully to avoid the one (for want of careful 
ſteerage by the rudder of Gods (ucred word) it 
is in great danger to be (hipwrackt on the 
other: for the timely prevention whereof 
( this being indeed that moſt dangerous rock 
againſt which ſo many careleſs ſouls, in alt 
times and ages of the world, have been fo 
wretchedly and eternally lo) let us with all 
holy fear and careful circumſpe&ion, make uſe 
of theſe directions following. 

Since the time that we have ſailed in the 
troubleſome ſea of this life, amongſt the many 
and moſt miſerable inundations of ſin and 
flu&uations of ſorrow, by the ſtrong winds of 
affli&ions and ftronger of temptations, we 
have deen far driven out of our courſe for hea- 
ven : Tt much concerns us all therefore (even 
the very beſt of us) to be furniſhed with ſuch 
ſpiritual food to ſuſtain us, ſuch ſafe dire&ions 

E 


to 
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to guide us. fuch ſure Anchors to hold us, and 


(nach rich cordials to comfort us, as in all our 
ſtraits ard diſtrei'es in this our dangerous 


v« yage to the bleſſei haven of our endleſs 
happineſs, may abundantly relieve and ſuc- 


 cour ws. A true and hvely faith is our food, 


Gods holy word our dire&ion, a lively hope 


.our Anchor , Gods gratious promiſes and his 


holy Spirit in our hearts by faith to apply 
them, our rich Cordial: Let us take theſe a+ 
long with us, and we reed not fear to paſs 
fafely, and arrive at our bleſſed port comftor- 


_ tably.. 


Firſt then (by the warrant of Gods holy 
word) in order to the ſafety of our paſſage, 
let us take along w th us theſe three weighty 
conſiderations. Firſt, what the bleſſed nature 
of God is; as well in relation to himſelf in 
his Eſſence, as in relation to us in his Attri- 
butes : Secondly , what the curſed nature of 
ſin is3 and thirdly, why Gods promifes were 
made, and to: whom; - that ſo thereby the 
wretchel and preſumptuous ſinner may be- 
hold (as in a glaſs) his own deformity, and 


. thereby plainly ſee the ſadne(s of his loſt con- 


dition, 1n too daringly preſuming on the mer- 
cy of a Saviuur, while he is yet a bold pre- 
ſumptuous and rebellious ſinner. 

Firſt, as to the bleſſed nature of God we 
are to uncerſtand (as hath before been largely 


diſcourſed ) that all his koly Attributes of -þ 


Power, Wiſdom, Holineſs, Truth, Juſtice, 
Mercy, and the reſt, although they are unto 
us divers, unto God they are intirely one and 
$hs very ſame Incomprehenſible, Infinite, and 
.Eternal, 
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Eternal , Bleſel and moſt Glorious Eſſence 3 
ſo that for us to conceive God to be ſome or any 
of theſe ſeparately and villinetly divided from 
the reſt, and not conjunctly and Eternally to 
be all theſe 1n one, 1s not onely to divide 
God from himſelf., but moſt wickedly ( as 
much as in us leth) to rob him of his Glo- 
rious , Bleſſed and Eternal Being, than which 
it is not poſſible there can be greater injury o£ 
diſhonour offer'd unto him, 

Secondly, as to the curſed nature of ſing 
( eternally foreſeen by God to be preſumptu- 
ouſly and wilfully committed by the perverſe 
nature of man, notwithſtanding the manifold 
and free-offers of his grace to refirain them 
from it, by which it is moſt julily ſaid by 
God that mans perdition is of himſelf ) ſo inft= 
nitely and eternally was it hated by God, that 
no leſs than the bitter death and paſion of his 
bleſſed Son was a ſ{ufiicient ranſome to re« 
deem his Fle& from it: it being utterly ime 
poſſible that God (who is holineſs it ſelf) 
Mod in juſtice be reconcil'd unto man {in hs 
faln Gnful nature ſo diametrically oppoſite to 
God ) without an infinite (atisfaction made 
to ſatisfie his juſtice, and to reconcile his mere 
cy unto man for ever. Notwithſtanding whicts 
infinite ranſom paid for his Ele& in Chriſt, we 
caily ſee what theſe biirer fruits of fin are 
even in the very Ele& themſelves, by his rod 
of afflitions, and his fatherly chaſtiſements 
upon them, both to wean and (care them from 
it, as isevident in David and many others the 
dear children and ſervants of Go |, And (as our 
bleſſed Saviour himſelf faith) if the things 
E 2 ſhall 
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| fali be done to the. green tree, - what ſhall 
be do:e to the dry ? if Gods Fle& mult ſuffer 
fuch affiictions for ſin, what fearful venge- 
ance think we 4s there prepared for the wick- 
ed ? lamentable examples whereof we have in 
the ſevere puniſhments of Ca:in,. the univerſal 
deluge, Chore, Dathan and Abiram, Nadab and 
Abiku with many others: By all which it is 
moſt clearly evident that although Chriſt from 
all Fternity, was given in Gods decree for his 
. Fie&, in ani thorough whom he daily ſhews 
timielf both good and gratious to his own 3 
Yet ({ to the terrour and amazement of the 
wicked )- this gratious goodneſs and invalu- 
able love of his extends not at all to them, as 
they are yet in their (ins : And this we have 
piainly proved to us by that of the Prophet Ds- 
vid, Pſal. 33. in theſe words, The eyes of the 
Lord are upon the juft, and his ears ave open to their 
prayers. But the face of the Lord ( even his an- 
grv countenance ) is upon them that do evil, to 
drfiroy their memory from aus of the earth ; and 
Pal. -2, he farther ſaith, How good a God i the 
Ccd ef Iſr.r:l ro all them that be of an upright heart ? 
b:it it follows immediately after , Behold, 0 
Lord, they ſhall periſh which depart from thee, theu 
hxft d:ftrozed all thoſe which have br;ken their faith 
<1th thee, 

Now thirdly, as to the good and gratious 
promiles of God, Know thou whoſoever thou 
ert that dareſt thus bollly look Gol in the face 
for mercy, and yet ſtill re{olveſt to goon in 
thy preſumptuous fins, know thou I fay (and 
tremble) that ( however ſweet and gratious 
Zaele his Pretious promiſes both are and oo 
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Fall be unto his Ele& chilaren , for whoſe 
ſake onely, and onely unto whom they were 
all made in Chrift: the righteous, in whom 
are all the promiſes) without thy ſevere. 
and hearty humiliation for thy many daring 
and preſumptuous ſins, humble and wilung 
conleſſion of them-unto Almighty God , un» 
feigned ſorrow for them, true and ſyncere res ' 
pentance of them, and holy revenge againft 
them; fixed conſtancy, happy fervency, and 
gratious perſeverance, in- all theſe ; with 
humble , often, earneſt, and importunate ' 
prayers unto God for ſaving faith wherevy 
thou mayſt in Chriſt lay hold upon them ; thot: | 
haſt no part nor portion in them. In vain is it 
therefore for thee while thou remaineſt in ſin 
to flatter thy (elf with hopes -of pardon : thon ' 
fayſt, that God is merciful, and that his mer-_ 
Cy is above all his works ; but thog muſt alf> 
know that he is alſo juſt, and that his juſtice * 
& his mercy are himſelf : aſſure thy ſinful ſoul 
therefore, that it is utterly impoſſible for him * 
( unto whom all good things are poſſible) to 
be ſo merciful unto thee, as to be unjulit uato ' 
himſelf , whoſe juſtice, and mercy, and all his 
other holy Attributes are one and: the fame © 
Eternal, Bleſed and mofi Glorious Being; and - 
can be no more divided 1n him, than he can 
ceaſe to be what heis, God bleſſed for ever; 
From hence was that of holy David, Pſa', 101, 
Twill fing unto the Lord of mercy and jud;ment 3 
not of mercy alone left I preſume, rot of 
Judgement alone leſt I deſpair: but of mercy 
and jndgement together, that I may both com- 
fortably and awfully know, that there is ( ſo ) 
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mercy with God, that ke may (and muſt}be © 
feared. y- 2 
Conſider yet farther , what a moſt horrible 2 
and deteſtable fin thou commirteſt to think that _ 
l Chriſt therefore diced for thee, that thou fl 
lf mighteſt by his plenary ſatisfa&ion for ſin go - 6) 
\ on the more ſecurely, the more boldly, the lc 
| more preimpruouſly in finning : Is not this as 7 
the holy Apoſtle tells thee, F ude 4. — To turn 1 
#be grace of God into wantonneſs? and ( which © 
{i 1s yet much more abominable) to tread the : 
'q moſt pretious blood of Jeſus under thy feet ? : 
;} Canſt thou be ſo foolilbly wicked to imagine be 
| Chat God will favour that in thee, which he ſo - 
; feverely punithed in his own, his onely and be- 1 
if. loved Son ? How fearfully doſt thou offend 4 
'| againſt him, to build thy liberty of ſinning 
;| Upon his back, who is the Son of Righteouf- © 
', neſs? yea, Righteouſneſs it ſelf, whoſe merits b 
'' death and pafon are indeed fully and abun« 7 
{{ dantly ſuKcient for the ſaving of all men, bur 
: | are onely efficient unto thoſe that are ordain- , 
ed unto life Eternal, by faith and holineſs of : 
life, the happy means conducing to the bleſſed i 
|| end: O how ſinfully and deſperatel; vain- art 1 
{;| thou to cry unto thy felf Peace, Peace , when , 
| | as 7{aiah tells thee, Tſai. 50. There is mo peace to 
' rhe wicked ſaith my God 3 O how ſad and lamen- , 
table” is this thy wilful miſtake ? thou pro- " 
m {-!t unto thy ſelf the rich treaſures of E 
Chrit, in whom are all the treaſures; where- c 
if as as holy Apoſtle plainly rells thee, Rom. 2.5. 
xt thou treafureſt up unto thy ſelf wrath againf , 
the ay of wrath, and revelation of the righteous - 
f 349gem:17, He therefore farther counſels thee, Wo 


Ephe|, 
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Fpheſ.5.6. Fer mo man deceive you with vain 
words, for this know ye, that ns whoremonger, nets 
ther renclean perſon, wor covetouns, hath inheritance 
in the kingdom of Chriff and of Ged, for ( know 
thou aſſoredly ) for ſuch things cometh the wrath 
of God n1pon the children of Diſobedience, Thou 
now perhaps makeft a mock at ft1; O (as thou 
loveſt the welfare of thy foul) take heed, for _ 
if thou ſpeedily repenteſt not, aſſure thy ſelf 
that God will make a mock at punillment: as ' 
thou ſowefſt even ſo ſhalt thou reap; if thou _ 
ſoweſt to the fleſh(to fulfil the luſts thereof ) of 
the fleſh thou ſhalt reap corruption 3 if {by 
true and timely repentance) thou ſoweſt to the 
Spirit, of the Spirit thou ſhalt reap life ever- * 
laſting. 
' Conſider ext of the ſad and fearful con'e- * 
quents of thy preſumptuous linning,& be warn- | 
et'in time to humble thy ſelf for it and earneſtly | 
to: call to God for mercy and forgiveneſs: 
*Fitſt, by thy cuſtom in Enning, will moſt aſſu-: 
redly follow ( without preverting grace ) 
thy ſecurity in ſin, by which thou wllt be ren- 
der'd both inſenſible of the ſaineſs of thy pre- 
ſent condition , and likewiſe incapable there- . 


by of feeking unto God for remedy: O take Þ 


heed I beicech thee, where the ſtream of thy ſin 
runnetk ſtilleſt, there the channel is ever deep- 
eſt, and thy danger both of ſoul and body: : 
greateſt; Satan now troubles thee not be- 
cauſe he is in firm poſſeſſion of thee, thy con- 
ſctence checks thee not, becauſe it is now lull'd 
aſleep, and cannot awake without a miracle of 
mercy ſhewed unto thee, and God himſelf 
( who by reaſon of thy wicked life is now de- 
E 4 parted 
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parted from thee) will now ſay unto thee as 


unto thoſe revellious ſons of Iſrael, Newt, 32. 
Hoſ. 4. 17. Fefſurun hath kicked againft me , let 
him alsne: Let him alone! O moſt dreadful 
ſaying, and of all the threatnings-of Almighty 
God maſt lamentable ! Let himalone to. fill up 
the full meaſure of his ſins in this life, that 
I may lay F«dgement 10 the rule, and .righieouſ- 
meſs to the ballance , Iſai. 28, 1-, 18. that I may 
meaſure. up the full proportion of my ven- 
EEANCE Againſt him in the life to come : Let bim 
alone, that ſo by his hardening his (infully re- 
bellious heart yet more and more againſt me, 
I may theredy have moſt ;uſt cauie, yer more 
and more to harden it, by my moſt righteous 
withdrawing of that my ſaving grace (which 
hath been by me fo often offered, and by him 
ſo fiubbornly and fo often refuſed ) yet far- 
ther and farther off from him : Lect him alone, 
that this his wilful and Rlif-necked obduracy 
may lead him yet farther and farther off from 
me, even unto that final impenitency , that 
thall lead him unto endleſs muſery , that ſs 
T may for ever hide my face of mercy from 
him, where no tears of ſorrew ſhall bewatl 
him , no eye pity him , no hand-of comfort 


relieve him. 


O moſt woful and for ever moſt deplorable 
condition of the preſumptuons ſinner , with- 
out all hope of intermiſſion, without all poſſi- 
bility of ending! when even thoſe bleſied 
ſpirits of the juſt ( now in their place of res 
and happineſs) ſhall much rejoyce to ſee Gol 
elorifed in thy deſtru&tion : When thoſe hcly 


Angels that would bave been thy bleſſed , 
'allts 
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dians and proteors here, {hall then moſt 
gladly be the ready inſtruments to execute 
Gods righteous Judgement palled upon thee; 
and thoſe accurſed (pirits that have here thus 
wretchedly deluded thee, thall there for ever 
and for ever, wofully afflict thee : O confider 
this in time thou that forgetteſt God by thy da- 
ring and preſumptuous. ſins ; for after this life 
ended with thee, ( when time thall. be no 
more ) thou canſt not then have any farther 
time of repentance : this ſhort and brittle life, 
and in it that ſhorter time of Gods calling of 
thee by his holy Spirit, to repentance ard a- 
mendment, are thine onely day of Grace, and 
when theſe are gone they are gone for ever, 
and all thy hopes of mercy with them. 


PIOUS AD AMONITIONS 


T pon the preciding 3editations> -. - 


N the firſt place, Let this admonilh thee, 
whoſoever thou. art that dareſt thus pre-: 
ſumptuouſly proceed: in thy rebellious cour- 
fes, (and thereby tempt thy bleſſed Sarwour 
to deliroy thee) to beware in time , leſt thoa 
art \nacht away even in the very midit of all 
thy-bold preſumptions. Remember that holy 
admonition of S.Pau!, 1 Cor, 10.8, 9, : Let ws 
wot commit fornication, as ſome of them committed 
fornication, and fel in one day three and tweny 
thouſand ; Neither let us rempt Chrift as ſome of 
hem alſo tempted him, and were deftirozed of Sep= 
REL $0155, 
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pets; Neither let us murmure as ſome of them mu7- 
mured and were drftroyed of the d:flroyer. Thou 
ſeeſt here what thou art totruſt to, that there 
are both temporal and eternal puniſhments 
Prepared for thee ; in ſtead of that mercy which 
thou (o vainly expeceſt , thou ſhalt receive 
Juſicezin ſtead of Salvation utter ruine and de- 
Ktrucion; that Divine Juſtice which in thy 


ſinful thoughts thou haſt fo wickedly excluded | 
from his Divine Mercy , will now (if tho 


repenteſt not) withhold that mercy from thee : 
Remember 1 pray thee what God ſaith unto 
thee by his Prophet David, Pſal $50. Tho 
thoug ht.ft wicksd!y that I am even ſuch an one as 
#by ſelf, but I will reprove thee aud ſet thy frus in 
order b:fore thee. If thou preſumptuouſly ſhalt dare 
to think that God will therefore wink at thy 
lins, (ia which thou ſtill reſolveſt to continue) 
becauſe. he looks upon thy Saviours ſuffer- 
ings; know then aſluredly that none of them 
ſhall be forgotten, but all ſha!'l be brought 
defore thee, with all their ſinfal aggrava- 
tions, to thy terrour here and thy condemnatt» 
on hereafter, 

Secondly, Let this timely perſwade thee 


- to hate and abhorz all fin even with a per- 


ſet hatred, which is thine utter and thy dead- 
iy enemy, the cauſe of thy ſorrow in this life 
and of thine endlefs ſeparation from God in 
that to come z-to look upon it as it truly 13 
moſt loathſome , odious and. abominable in 
the ſight of God, as dire&ly oppoſite unto'hi5 
ewn nature, moſt pernicious and deftruaive 
uuto man, both in body and ſoul; as leading 
bimfrom God, ( the onely ang eternal Center 
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of his quiet reſt and happineſs) into the cruel 
bondage and captivity of Satan, wheye (as'the 
horſe in the mill) he is made to do his daily 


drudgery,even the obeying of his fleſh in the. 
ſinful lufts thereof, unto the (ad performance 


whereof he is daily whip'd forward both by 
Satans temptations and his own corruptions. 
This (O thou preſumptuous finner) 1s the ſad- 
neſs of thy preſent carnal condition 3 in which 
while thou -art drudging at it, thou ſhalt find 
nothing elſe but foulneſs and deformity, empti- 
neſs and vanity, wearineſs and miſery until 
at laſt when thou haſt ended thy work thou 
ſhalt receive thy wages; even ſhame and for- 
row in this life and eternal death in that to 
come. 

Thirdly, take heed thou quenchefſt not the 
bleſſed motions of Gods holy Spirit in thee, 
but novurith and cheriſh them, as the gratious 


offers of eternity : O ſet not lightly by them, : 


'but look upon them as the wonderful and blet- 
fed condeſcentions of an offended God, Thou 
daily and preſumptuouſly goeſt on in thy rebel- 
tous courſes againſt him, yet he by theſe his 
frequent offers- of Grace as daily ſeeks thee to 
be reconciled to him, Conſicer, I pray thee, 
how wonderful his love is to thee; who by 
theſe his indeared motions , compaſſionately 
recalleth thee from ſin and ſorrow, afſe&tion= 


ately inviteth thee to repentance, and thereby -/ 
offers thee his gratious pardon, his fatherly: - 
Tove, his holy and ſafe prote&ion, his com- 


fortable peace, his preventing grace, and his 

enſuing glory: Remember, -O remember that 

the. blfied wind of Gods holy-Spirit bloweth. 
E 6 
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gone thou Knoweſt not whether it ſhall ever 
return, that as there is a time of calling , ſo 
there will be a time. of reje&ing ;.. That Ged 
will have mercy 0n whom he wilt have mercy, aud 
whom be wilt he hardens, Rom: 9.1t thou wilt. yet 
farther harden: thine own heart by reſiſting 
theſe his bleſſed motions in thee, he will moſt 
aſſuredly harden thee yet more and more by 
his moſt juſt withdrawing of his holy Spirit 
quite away from thee. 

4. Conſider yet farther ,. that if thou now 
findeſt it {o difficult a matter to break off thy 


preſumptuous fins, by their long and cuſto- 


reigning over thee, (being now. become ecx- 
ceeding ſinful } are thereby far deeper rooted 
n-thee, the Devil ( by thy long ſubje&ion to 
him )) in more firm and ſure-polleſlion of. thee, 
| and. God hinelf- ( by reaſon of thy ſtubborn 
{-, Heart ) removed farther off from thee ? Obe 
not deceived therefore, in judging it ſoeaſic 
a matter to.repent wken thou wilt, for thou 
wilt ( to thy ſorrow ) find , that: the .more 
blows thor ſriveſt-in the nail of fin. withal , 
the harder thou wilt find it to be drawn , the 
deeper thou art plunged in this filthy mire, the 
more difficult.it will be for thee to get out: O 
bk. think it not therefore-enough for thee, upon 
F thy gripes and flings cf, conſcience, to hang 
down thy head like a bull-ruſh for a day ,.;and 
then-again-with-the Dog to return to thy filthy 
Vomit : Deceive.rot thy ſelf; for this is fo far 


but when and where it liſketh, when it is once - 


{ins by thy repentance, how difficult. thinkeit . 
thou w.lt thou find it hereafter, when thy 


mary .continuing with ' thee and imperious - 


from. 
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from the cure,that it is only the corroſive of 
{in 3 inſerauch as thou grieveſt not as a gratl» 
ous child for diſpleaſing of thy good and lo- 
ving Father ; but, as a- guity malefa&tor, 
fearing the ſevere (entence of a juſt and.angry 
Judge: Nay, thou. mayſt go-yet much farther, 
and yet come far-ſhort of that ſincerity of heart 
which God requireth of thee, in this bleſſed 
performances thou .mayſt with. Sau! expreſs 
thy ſorrow with thy tears, thou .mayſt with 
Demas readily-and.chearfully begin in the Spi- 
rit, and yet afterward fall away to the fleſh; 
Thou mayſt with thoſe believers, in the Go- 
ſpel, receive the word with joy .and for a 
ttme be made partaker of:the. comfort: of the 
holy Spirit, and yet afterward , by the heat 
of temptations be wither'd away and become 
unfruitful in this bleſſed work of repentance, 
Alas, my raſtaken friend, what will it avail 
thee to bewail that ſin which thou .walt not 
forgo? As ever therefore .thou hopelſt to ob- 
tain pardon, and thereby to-enjoy reſt and 
peace in thy unquiet conſcience , let there be 
a_total renovation of the inward man.. Re- 
member that our Saviour telis thee, A1112.7.21., 
That it is not. e: ery one that crieth Lord, Lord, ſball 
zuberit the kingdom of heaven, but he that doth the 
—_ Father which is in heaven, Gods will 
muſt be. done readily and chearfully and faith 
Tully. and conſtantly, if. thou faileſt but in any 


one of theſe thou doeſt it but by halves, and ſo þ 


in effect not at all : God-will either have thy 
whole heart or no part of, its thou canſt not 
ſerve God and Belis!, O let. it therefore. be the 
very joy of thy heart, the very life of thy ſoul 


to: . | 
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to'be always ready to do his will : Set. there- 
fore timely and ferioufly upon this bleſſed 


work of true repentance,give up with joy thy 


ſoul and body as a living ſacrifice- to God : 
This is not the work of nature but of grace ; 
pray therefore earneſtly and often unto God to 
give it theez be humble for thy former tran(- 
greflions, & fervent in preſent petitions,& then 
aſſure thy ſoul thou canſt not want a bleſſing; if 
the entrance be harlh to the fleſh, the pro- 
greſs will .be ſweet to the Spirit, and thou 
wilt then (with true comfort) fay , that thou 


findeſt more true pleaſure in one hour thus 


ſpent than in an age of pleaſure, 

And in the laſt place, as a bridle to reſtrain 
thee from fin, and a ſpur to prick thee forward 
to Repentance, think ſerioufly and often of thy 
hour of death, and of the very near approach of 
the day of Judgement; by the one thou wilt be 
put in mind, that the faſhion of this world 
paſſeth and ſhall never return 3 that thy preti- 
ous time paſſeth and ſhall ſhortly be no more z 
that thou muſt ſhortly give up an account of 
thy ſtewardſhip, for that thou thalt be then no 
longer ſteward : By the other, that thou art 
ſhortly paMng out of time-intotterniity, where 
thou ſhalt receive thy reward for the works 
which thou haſt done in the fleſh, whether 
they are good, or whether they are evil, 2 Cor, 
s. 10, Thy reward for thoſe that are good, in 
& by the merits of thy Saviour,in & thorough 
whom they are both gratiouſly accepted, & gio- 
riouſly rewarded: thy reward for thy bad, in 
each degree proportiable to thine own deſerts : 
So that gs the -xighteous thall enjoy their de- 
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grees of glory in heaven ſuitable to their de=. 
grees of obedience unto Chriſt upon earth, and 
{0 ſhall out-ſhine one another in Glory 3 ſo like- 
wiſe (tall the Reprobates moſt aſſuredly ſuifer - 
their degrees of puniſhments in hell, for their - 
degrees of rebellion againft Chriſt , while they 

were in the body, and ſo ſhall exceed one an- 
other in torments. 


Theſe timely admonitions, and pious confſi- . | 
derations will'put a damp (1 hope) upon thy .| 


ſinful and inflam'd defires, and much abate thy 
forwardneſs to fin. If the end of all things - 
were at hand in the Apoſtles days, upon whom 
as S, Paul ſaith, 1 Cor. 10.11. The ends of the world + 
Were come, it muſt moſt certainly be very near -1 
in our days upon whom the end of thoſe ends 
is come : and if theſe things beſo, ( as moſt 
certainly they are) what manner of perſons -* 
ought we to be in all holineſs and righteouſneſs-- 
of lives and converſations. Let this therefore - 
move thee, to have mercy on thy ſelf in thy 
iyeedy return unto: God : Return , returns - 


( ſaith God himſelf unto thee , Exek. 33.) For 4. 


why ww;0 ye die O houſe of Iſrael ? Conſider feri- 


_ ouſly 'of what thou now readeſt, while God | | 


hath-given thee yet time and grace to conſider, 
and the Lord in mercy lay it ſo home-unto all 
our hearts, that of Carnal we- may become - 
wholly Spiritual; 'and delight not onely to -z 


walk, but allo to run the bleſſed race of his } 


Commandments, with holy conftancy, attd bapy } 


.Þy tervenicy to our Lives end... 
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O) 704 Father of mercies aud God of aft conſolas | F 
trons, from whoſe alone rich mercy aud good-* | 0% 
peſs it is that 1 am alive this hour to kneel before fe; 
thee, and have yet leave t0 cry to thee for mercy, | ar 
who have thus long, thus wickedly, thus daringly, | he 
#hus preſumptuouſly rebell'd againſt thee : Lord, if  m 
thou ſhalt mark what I bave done amiſs, Iam not b--. -- 


able 10 abide it, but thou O Lord haſt gratioufly 


promiſed, that upon my return unto thee , thou zes 
wilt blot cut all my fins aud remember them no #1 
wore. Bleſſed Lcrd 1 defire earn:fly and heartily to 912 
return unto thee; Lord accept of me, and int:rpoſe 7A. 
the merits of thy bleſſed Son for me, that ſo I may al 
appear a ſpoxieſs ſoul before thee : Bleſſed - and for en 
ever bleſſed be thy holy name , thas by thy. ſaving fe! 
grace, I now find my many and my grievous fins to lo: 
be a weighty burthen upun me, too heaty for me to fr 
bear; O eaſe me of it for thy pretious promiſe (ake # þa 
in Chriff, whom thou haft freely given to bear the | | {s; 
#uiquities of ws all , that timely turn to thee by — th 


zrue repentance and amendment of our evil ways : 
zhas ſo by this refreſhment of my weary ſoul, 1 may 
again receive the woice of joy and gladneſs , even 
that comfortable voice of thee my ever bleſſed Savi= 
our, . Be of good chearFfor thy ſins are forgiven 
thee, O my God, .my God, Tam yet deſolate in 


comfort,and poor in ſpiritual refreſhments, and my 


thou come unto me by the gratious aud much long'd 
for vifits of thy holy Spirit, that the bones which 
thou baft broken (even my ftrong confidence by faith 
v2 thee and zhy Chrif ) may rejojes ? Hake > . 

nodes Zed... | 
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Lord to hear me, make haſt, O Lord, to belp me , {cp 
Iam ſunk into the deep myre of fin where no flay 
is ; and there ts none elſe to deliver me : Have mercy 
1108 me OI ord, have mercy upon me, according to 
the multitude of thy tender mercies towards me', 5'6s 
out all mine offences: Holy Father I willing ly'con- 
feſs my ſelf r8.he a great and grievous finxer ; Lord [ 
am now ready to ran{ack the very ſecrets of 'my 


heart , that I may unboſom all my firs unto thee ,, F- 


moſt gladly confeſs them, I am grieved ſor them, I 
gpl, 56-4 2 them, I defire earnejtiy jor, reſolue 
faithfully to forſaks them, I perfeftly-hate and ut- 
zerly abhor them1 Lord inſomuch as thou requires 
ect more of me , be now gratiouſly pleaſed to. be 
merciful unto me : It is thou O Lord alone, that ha 
made me ſenſible of this my great miſery , and thow 
alone caufh make me capable of that thy rich aud 
endleſs mercy; unto that mercy therefore F apply my 
ſelf for pardon : 0 thon bleſſed foumtain of eternal 
love, who defireft not the death of me a miſerable 
finuer, but rather that I ſhould repent and live, 
have m:ycy on me; O thau bleſſed ſhepheard of my 
foul that camift to ſeek thoſe that were loft , lead me 
thy loft ſheep home unto thy bleſſed: fold 5 and keep 
me ſafely there, that I never hereafter tray away 
from thee : 0 thou bleſſed comforter of all thoſs wea- 
ry ſouls that -cry to-thee for ſuccour and relief, re- 
lieve and comfort me: Lerd ſave me-or I periſh, Lord 
comfort me or I faint, Lord ſeck. me or I am leſt for 
ever ; Create i1.me a clean heart O Lord, and re- 


new a right ſpirit within me, waſh me thoroughly. 


( in the bloud of Chrif) from all my fins 3, and 
from daring and preſumptuam fins, good Lord des 
iitr me, AMEN. 
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Df the ſweetneſs, eaſtmeſs and pleaſanineſs of the 
' ways of Ged s wherein is plainly diſcovered the th 


falſity of the ſappoſed difficulty and uncoms 
fortableneſs thereof, / = 


In 
L Y 

ILVAY Hen upon the fight of thy former | y; 
; 'tranſgreffions, and the deep ſenſe f$ re 

of the ſadnefs of thy loſt condition therebys {1 <p> 
and now (the Lord being merciful unto thee, Io 
in ſnatching thee away from this thy long J +h 
lingering in this filthy Sodom,) thou art fully # &g 
purpoled to break off thy fins by true and I 


timely repentance, and to lead a firi&, ſo- 


| ber, and religious life ; ſuch is the implacable th 
malice of Satan ( and the weaknels of thy cor« at 
rupt nature in yielding too eaſily to his tempta* al 
tions ) that when he finds thee breaking looſe f yg, 
from him, and that thereby he can no longer ' ax 
corrupt thine a&ions, he will then ſtrongly } 


labour to divert thine intentions, by -perſwa- Þ! 

ding of thee, that the ways of God are full of 3} »; 
trouble and anxiety, of ruggedneſs an1 'ex- 

tream difficulty, that by this auſterity” of life, 

thy life will prove uncomfortable ; that if 

thou entereſt upon this ſevere courſe , thou - 


wilt never be able to hold out, and that there-= !' xe 
fore it were march better for thee never to be- f «< 
gin : Theſe with ſuch like are the pietended pr 


obſtacles that have hindered many a ſoul from 
| coming | 
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coming unto Chrift ; for the removal where- 
of, I have here provided for thee ſuch ſpi- 
ritual helps as (by Gods bleſſing ) will both 
eaſily remove them , and give thee heavenly 
comfort in removing of them. 


And here I deſire thee to conſider, that” (4s 


the Apoſtle tells thee, 1 Cor. 2.15, ) The carnat 
man diſcerneth not the things of God, neither indeed 
can, for they are ſpiritually diſcerned : ſo that it 
will be needful for thee in the firſt place to go 
wholly out of thy ſelf ( that is out of thy car- 
nal and corrupt deſires) into God by ſpiritual 
regeneration, that fo thereby thou mayſt be 
ſpiritually able to behold with hely David, the 
lovelineſs, the ſweetneſs, the eaſfienefſs, and 


the delightful pleaſantneſs of all the ways of 


God, that ſo thou mayſt with him alſo intire- 


ly love them, and exceedingly delight im - 


them, and then thou wilt with comfort find, 
that with him alſo thou ſhalt not only be well 
able to walk in them with eafe and ſafety, but 
al'o to run in them with much pleaſure and 
delight : for all the ways of God are mercy 
and truth ; mercy to refreſh our fouls in all his 


heavenly paths with the fragrant odours of - 


eternity of happineſs 3 truth to dire& and 
guide us in thele his bleſſed paths, and by fa- 


therly chaſtiſements to recal 1s home when at - 


any time we wander from him. 

No ſooner art thou entred into theſe the 
bleed paths of God which lead thee to th 
reſt and quietneſs, but thou mayſt here with 


comfort clearly fee the vaſt and joyful diſ- 


proportion between the vain delights , aF- 


forded formerly in thy wavs of fin and ſhame; _ 


and 
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and theſe of hohneſs and endleſs happinefs:; 
whereby thou mayſt be- fully ſatisfied , ( as 
God himſelf hath told thee, Exek. 33.) that 
theſe his ways. are equal, and thine own 
unequal; that thofe'are dark, ſlippery and fo 
. of extream danger, and that theſe are light- 


ſor, firm, and every way ſecure. Thou hadf 


there the Devitand thine own .corruptions te 
ſeduce thee, thou haſt here Gods holy Angels 
to protect thee, his holy- word to be a light 


unto thee, his holy- Spirit to -dire& thee; his 


rod of chaſtiſements and affligtions to recal 


thee, his ſta of confolations: to- uphold thee, 


and which is yet- muck more , his holy eye of 
Providence, even thy God himfelf continu- 
ally to watch: over thee, that no evil ſurpriſe 
thee. When thou there ſtumbledſt and didſt 
. fall, thou hadſt no eye to pity thee, no bowels 
of compaſſion to bewail thee, no hand- of com- 
fort to relieve thee: When (thorough infir- 
mity ) thou here falleſt, thou haſt Gods hand 
of mercy in Chriſt Jeſus to ſupport thee , and 
his fatherly compaſſions to. mourn over thee, 
from whence it is that holy David tells thee, 
Pſal. 37. 24. Though the righteous man fall he ſhall 
»0t be caft away,for the Lord upholdethrhim ; yea (0 
eratiouſly upholdeth him, that avhere fin hath a- 
bounded there grace ſhall abound much more. -O 
bleſſed comfort of the truly regenerate man, 
that walketh ſincerely in theſe bleſſed ways of 
God, unto whom all things in this life,even 
the very malice of the Devil, even his-own 
very cloſeſt corruptions , even his. very. ſins 
ſhall work to advantage. 

F notwithſianding all this thou ſhalt with 
S, Paul 
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S.Paul obje&, that thou findeſt a law in thy 
members rebelling againſt the law of thy 


7 mind, and leading thee captive to the law of 
7 fin, ang that- thereby thou findeſt the en- 
trance into theſe holy paths ſo exceeding dif- 
{ ficult, - the progreſs therein ſo inſuperable, 


the combat between the fleſh and the ſpirit fo 
painful, and the- vi&ory to be gained fo im- 
poſiible , that thou haſt not Chriſtian courage 
enough to attempt it , but had(ſt rather truſt 
God with thy failings , than ſerve him with 
ſuch ſmart conflits.and diſturbances ; I muſt 
then tell thee. that this: thy weak and ſin- 
ful difiruſt is occaſioned by thy darkened un- 
derſtanding, which ( being yet uncapable of 
ſpiritual light) is not- able. to diſcern thoſe 
heavenly helps, which God (whom thou wil- 
lingly ſerve't) in much mercy hath provided 
for thee ; whereby thou mayſt be able both to 
fight and overcome, even. the moſt potent op- 
poſitions, both of the Devil ani thine own cor- 
ruptions: But when God ſhall once give thee 
that ſpiritual eye-ſight, which the darkneſs of 
thy carnal heart cannot yet comprehend , thou 
wilt then (with much comfort) clearly be- 
hold, ( with thoſe in Eliz:w his time the Pro- 
phet) that there are far more with thee than 
againſt thee : for the comfortable aſſurance 
whereof, take along with thee theſe following 
conliderations. 

Conſider firſt, thou haſt the Grace of God to 
thine affiſtance ( whole power is unreſiſtable) 
which he hath faithfully and freely promiſed 


to thoſe that are his, and willingly and chears - 


fully ingage in this his ſpiritual combate.: Re- 
member 
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member his promiſe to S.Paul , when he be- 
fought the. Lord thrice that the temptation 
might be removed from him, 2 Cor. 12. Suf- 
ficis 116i gratia mea; my grace is ſufficient for 
theez by which heavenly ſuccour ( which is 
never wholly wanting unto Gods children,) 
thou ſhalt be able boldly to affirm with him, 
. Philip. 4. that inand thorough Chriſt (that is 
his grace affiſting) thou canſt do all things ; 
and if ſo,then overcome thereby the ſtrongeſt 
of thy ſirong temptations: and with him alſo 
to declare with Chriſtian confidence, Rom. 8, 
38. That either death mor life , mor Angels , nor 
principalities, nor powers, nor things preſent, wor 
things to come, ner heighth , nor d:pth, nor any 
Other creatare ſhall be able to ſeparate thee from 
the love of God 12 Chrift Feſms our Lord, All this 
and ( if poſfible) much more than this, 
' thou mayſt with comfort ſay, from the (weet 
and ſafe aſſurance of this Divine ſupporting 
grace, whereby thou ſhalt afuredly be com- 
forted, in all the affli&ions, infirmities, tem- 
ptations , perſecutions , and whatſoever el'e 
this preſent life can bring upon thee; in all 
which thou mayſt with comfort alto ſay with 


him, that thorough him that hath loved us{by 


giving this his heavenly grace unto us)thou art 
- more than  Conquerour : For by his bleſſed 
help, thou ſhalt with S. Paul, Rom, 6. find 
'Fhe old man (the rebellious luſts of the fleſh) 
to be crucified in thee, to the end the body. of 
fin may be deſtroyed ; and thou no more in 
bondage to it. How canſt thou now fear, when 
thou ſeeſt thine enemy ( thine - own corruptt- 
0s) lie dead before thee ? How canft thou 

Qow 


gow grieve to part with nature ( in the ſinful 
| defires thereof )) to inherit grace, with all its 
heavenly treafures ? If thou canſt not willing- 
ly forgo all to enjoy Chriſt, thou art not wor- 
thy of him. 

Conſider in the next place how eaſie this 
|. combate will be made unto thee by the help of 
Divine Love. When Facob ſerved a double 
ſervitude for Rachel, they ſeemed unto him but 
a very few days, becauſe he loved her, faith 
the text, Gen. 29. this is that (next unto the 
grace of God, from whence ( as from the 


fountain ) all other gifts and graces flow) that + | 


makes Chriſts yoke ſo ſweet, and his burden fo 
light unto us, and all the ways of his com- 
mandments both pleaſant and delightful : by 
- this all thine affe&ions ( the feet of thy ſoul 
by which thou walkeſt chearfully in theſe 
paths of life) are now become wholly pliable 
to the Divine will, and joyfully contented to 
obey his holy Commands;and by this thou wilt 
aſſuredly find , thy faith in his promiſes to be 
lively, thy hope jn his mercies firong and vi- 
gorous, thy joy in his preſence moſt ſweet and 
raviſhing, thy griefin his abſence intollerable, 
thy longings for him inſatiate, and thy deſires 
towards him divinely paſſionate; ſo that thy 
thirſty ſoul for Chriſt will now (with joy) pro« 
claim that thou art ſick of love 3 and that with- 
out the kiſſes of his mouth ( the bleſed viſits 
of his holy Spirit ) thou canſt not reſt content= 
ed, So that thou mayſt now well reckon with 
S. Pavu!, Rom. $. 18. That all the ſufferings of 
this preſent life, (and amongſt them thofe of 
thy corrupt and carnal affe&ions) are not wore 


.thy 
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Thy to be compared! with the glory which ſhall 
be revealed in us, 

Conlider- yet- farther for- thy comfort and 
incouragement in: this thy. holyengagement, 
thar thou enjoyeſt hereby the bleſſed light of 
Gods holy Spirit, to refreſh and comfort thee, 
the peace of thine own conſcience, (even that 
bleſled. peace of God , which paſſeth all our 
underſtanding ):to quiet and content thee-3 
and that bleſſed hope of rewardin Chriſt Jeſus, 
which the Lord the righteous judge hath pro- 
miſed thee,: to revive and-rejoyce thee. Com- 
fort thy ſelf therefore with. theſe words, and 
enter timely and with Chriſtian courage on this 
bleſſed work. 


PIOUS ADMONITION'S 
T pou the preceding Meditations, 


n Yorky- that the holy Apoſtle S/Fames teach- 
eth us, Fam.I.17. That every good and perfett 
ift cometh from above from the father of light; (this 
Ting not the work of nature but of grace) let 
me in the firſt place admoniſh thee, te make 
thine humble & thine earneſt addreſſes unto him 
by prayer,, to enlighten the darkneſs of thy 
carnal underſtanding , by the happy light of 
his holy Spirit in thy heart , thet thou' mayſt 
thereby clearly fee and faittEfully believe the 
richneſs, pleaſantneſs, and true contentedneſs 
of theſe his heavenly paths, that ſo thy en- 
trance may be ſafe, thy progreſs ſweet, and 
thy end bleſſed. 
_ -Let no vain pretences or barren excuſes of 


thy 
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thy ſinful and corrupt nature obſtru& thee, in 
this thy holy undertaking : the entrance may 
perhaps ſeem harſh to fleſh and blood , but 
when thou haſt by grace reſiſted this thy firſt 
and ftrongeſt temptation, thou wilt afterward 
to thy comfort find thy way therein to be both 
eafie, and delightful, and the bleſſed end theres 
of eternal happine's, : 
When thou happily feeleſt the bleſſed moti= 
ons of Gods holy Spirit working ſweetly in 
thee; O grieve it not (that now offers thee 
the ſeal of thy redemption ) by thy ſlubborn 
and rebellious reſiſtance of it , but gladly nous 


__rith and cheriſh it, firſt by thy chearful wel- 


coming and entertaining of it ; Secondly, by 
thy ready obedience'to it; and thirdly, by thy 
gratious perſeverance itt this thy willing obe- 
dience, in thy chearful and upright walking in 
the'e his bleſſed ways to thy lives end, 

Be ſure to reckon daily with thy conſcience, 
that thou mayſt thcreby know how fair thy 
audit ſtands for heaven, and where thou ſeeſt 
thy ſelf failing, beg preſently for pardon : by 
this thy conſtant courſe, thou wilt not onely 
much indear Gods holy Spirit to continue iÞs 
zbode with thee, but alſo more an1 more re- 
move the danger of temptations from thee. 
Sin is of an incroaching nature, and by its 
(mooth per{waſions will not eaſily be anſwer- 
ed : if thou canſt afford to welcome little ſins, 
thqu wilt ſoon conſent to greater ; if it ſleep 
With thee in thy boſom all night, it will ex- 
pe& to dwell there : Let no ſinful thought 
tnerefore paſs thee without a godly check; no 
{nful worg without a pious retractation 3 no 

F ſin» 


finful a&ion: without 'a ſincere humiliation : 
when thou art thns'armed, thou wilt be able to 
withſtand the onlets of thy ſtrongeſt enemy ; if 
( for want of theſe holy Guards) thon art 
found naked, the weakeſt will foi! thee. And 
xf Satan ſhall indeavour to divert thee from 
this bleſſed courſe by perſwading af thee, that 
by this ſevere courſe, thy life will prove un- | 
comfortable ; let this his falſe ſuggeſtion the 
more incouraege thee, as knowing well that 
This which he oppoſeth moſt muſt needs be ex- 
cellent : for if thy corrupt nature be deiedted, 
grace will be ſfirengthened, and as grace in- 
crealeth here ſo ſhall glory hereafter. 
Be daily converſant and conſtant in the ho- 
{ſy exerciſes of the heavenly graces ; this happy | 
courſe will-make- them grow ſirong and vigo- 
rous in thee : and if at any time thou ſeeleſt 
any touch of ſpiritual pride within thee ari- 
ſing from thy ſpiritual indowments ,- remem- 
ber with humility of heart, that thou haſt no- 
thing but what thou haſt received, and jf thou 
haſt received it, be humble under it, and 
thankful for it, Nouriſh thy faith daily by the 
ſweetneſs of the promiſes, and pray often and 
earneſtly for increaſe of comfort in them, 
Where prayer is wanting, there faith will be 
wavering , and where prayer 1s cold, tr ere 
prayer will be comfortle(s : be therefore often 
and earneſt with God in prayer, that thou 
mayſt be ſtrong in faith, that ſo thy hope alſo 
may be lively , thy love to God and his: coma, 
mandments perfect, and thy batred againſt ſin 
deadly. When thon art once heartily in love | 
with Chrilt, this bappy courſe will not at - 
e 
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be burdenſome unto theez thon wilt then 


, think no pains too great, no coft too mucin to 
f dreſs thy ſou! that ſhe thereby may appear 
t lovely in his eye, who hath loved her from all 
1 Eternity. 
1 
e 
» 3 THE PRAYER. 
e 
t - 
- Meft feet and ever bleſſed Feſus, the living 
. ſountain of my joy, the bleſſed Author of my 
J comfort, the moſt gratious beginner, willing conti- 
nner and conflant preſerver of my inward, aud my 
- outward conſolations : my rich and quiet reſt, and 
1 Hefſed end of my defires : condutt me ſafely I beſeech 
- | thee, out of thoſe dark and unknewn paths of my 
ſinful and corrupt nature which lead to ruine and 
L drſtrution, imo theſe bleſſed and delightſome aways 
j- | of holineſs, which guide to everlaſting happineſs : 0 
- make ime now to ſee and Joyfnlly believe that there 
U & no true ſweetneſs bt in goodneſs, n0 true joy bur 
d in godly ſorrow, no true peace but 111 this holy and 
e continual war , 19true eaſe but by laying on the 
4| heavy load of ſin upon me, in the guilt thereof x 
6 that I may come to thee for ſuccour and relief : That 
2 ; in al the travel and wearineſs of life, there ts na 
e Ir ue ret but in thee; that in all the terrors avd a- 
N mazements of deatb there ts no true ſafety but in 
1 thee s that theu O Leyd art all in all unto me; that 
O * ; thon art that bleſſed way that le adeth unto life eter- 
oO . wal; that thou art that b/efſed truth that guideth 19 
I thi bleſſed way; and that thou art 1hat life etey- 
2 wal, iz whom whoſoever believeth, ali heugh h2 avere 
* dead, yet he ſhall live ; and that wheſccver lwith and 
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believeth in thee ſhall never die, Lord 1 believe, help 
theu my nnbelief. O perfelt thou this thine own work 
which thou hiſt thus gratiouſly begun in me, 
Frengthen my weak, faith, quicken my hope, inflame 
my love, that T may faithfully ſerve thee, ſavingly 
know thee, intirely love thee, truly enjoy thee, and 
eternally live with thee; grant this ſweet Feſu for 
sby pretious promiſe ſake unto me, Amen. 


CHAP. VILE. 


Of the true repentance never to be repented of, and 
the great davger in defcrring of it, 


HE main end and ſcope of all that hither- 

to hath been ſpoken, having been onely 
to reclaim thee from lin and ſorrow, and by 
true and timely repentance, tolead thee unto 
Chriſt and Chriſtian conſclation; I th:nk it 
now needful in the next place to ſhew thee 
what true repentance is; left being miſtaken 
by its counterfeits, thou ſhouldſt reſt thy ſelf 
ſecure in the vain (hews and emPty ſhadows of 
it, and thereby deceive thy lelt, both of thy 
preſent ſafety in him, and thy hope of future 
glory by him : For the comfortable prevent'on 
whereof, I ſhall now indeavour to lay down 
before thee ſuch plain and full directions, as 
( by Gods bleſſing upon them ) will guide thee 
ſafely to him ſo as thon mayſt happily and 
{wee ly enjoy him, and in him, all that full 
and ſatisfying conteut , that will invite thee 
willing- 
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willingly, and chearfully, and joyfully, and 
thankfully, to forſake all ( even thy beſt be- 
loved ) fins and follow him, and to account: 
all things with S, Pau! (even the moſt inti- 
cing pleaſures of this life) but loſs & dung in 
compare of the richneſs of the love of God in 
Chri#t Jeſus our Lord : which that thou mayſt 
both ſay and do., obſerve with me (I pray 
thee ) thee following direRions; which the 
Lord in much mercy ſan&ifie unto us both, 
and unto all thoſe that truly and ſincerely 
love himzan.| earnellly defire communion with 
him, 

This holy and Feavenly grace (the bleſſed 
foundation of the happy building of ſan&ifca- 
tion unto righteouftels ) is by carnal believers 
much talted of, little known and lefs pra&ti- 
ſed : By molt men too commonly miltaken, fox 
a ſhort and perſun&ory att of ſorrow for {in 
for the time preſent, without {erions thoughts 
and ſolemn promiſes of amendment for that to 
come: By many for the bare an. barren a& 
of humiliation for ſinz without the blefied 
fruts of mortitication to ſin, regeneration to 
holineſs, and ſanctification to righteouſneſs ; 
by fome , ( and thofe too many,) for a lue 
and lazie coming unto God for mercy and for- 
giveneſs, when they are ncuither ſure of grace 
to beg for it, of hope to obtain. it, of faith to 
receive it, norof time to enjoy it. Thele are 
the ſad and woful counterfeits of true repen- 
tance, Whicn ( with horrour and amazement 
of ſoul) fall ever be repented of, when time 
ſhall be no more. 

He therefore that deſireth truly and heartily 
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to repent him of his ſins, _and for ever after- 
ward to lead a ſober and religious life , muſt 
reſolve f{eriouſly to go out of hrmſelf into God, 
by his holy denial of himſelf in all his carnal 
and corrupt affe&tions; of carnal to become 
wholly (ſpiritual, to die daily unto fin, by cru- 
cifying the fleſh and all the ſinful Iufts there- 
of, and by this his new birth in Chriſt, to in- 
creaſe daily more and more in fan&ification to 
righteouſneſs and true holinefs, until at laſt by 
this his Chriſtian courage in fighting the Lords 
battels, ( even thoſe {piritual fights againſt his 
fi{:ly copruptions) with gratious perſeye- 
rance 11 the ſame, he may with joy and con- 
fiience proclaim himſelf a bleſſed victor with 
S. P!, and ſay triumphantly with him, 2 Tim. 
A. 7]. 1 hroe feurht a good fio't, T have kept uhe 
faith, I have finiſh:d my courſe( W.th joy 3) h:nce- 
forth there u laid up for me a crown of righteouſ- 
neſs, which the iord the righteous Fudge ſhall give 
me at thic day, and wot unto me onely but un- 
ro all thoſe 1hat love and expe the day of his ap=- 
DOATING. 

Now infomuch as repentance is the giſt of 
God, as the holy Prophet Feremzah tells thee, 
Lam 5.21. Where he ſaith, Turn w 0 Lord and 
we /þ.1ll be turned, fo that, thou canft nct of 
thy ſelf come unto the Lord, ( who art (piri- 
tually dead ) unleſs he draw thee by thoſe 
bleſied motions of his ever bleſſed Spirit, not 
only to come unto him by true and hearty re- 
pentance , but alſo to run after him by holi- 
neſs of life and converſation : Let it therefore 
Le thy firſt work to be inſtant, and even im- 
portunate with him in prayer, that thou may ſt 

now 
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now at laſtcome mournfully unto him by re- 
pentance ,: and be happily converted, In the 
bleſſed merits of thy Saviour, who came into- 
the world to ſeek and to fave thee a miſerable 
ſinner , thou haſt free acce's unto the throne of 


. grace: be chearful therefore in this holy duty, 


and aſſure thy ſelf with comfort , that there 
was_neyer Yet:any needy: foul, that begg'd 
faickfully and. heartily ar alms of 'mercy of 
Gods-hand,and went away denied, Let thy Pe- 
titions therefore be faithful and fervent , and 
they cannot return empty. 

.. The next ſtep in this holy yath ought to be 
thy godly ſorrow for thy ſins; which muſt be 
miich more grieving of thee for their guilt, 
than ſrighting of thee for their puniſkment : far 
greater for diſpleaſing God thy good and gra- 
tious Father, than for offending him tby juſt 
and righteous judge : if thy grief for ſin be 
not thus qualified, thou wilt ſoon have cauſe 
to repeat of this thy repentance, as falſe, ſinful 


and deceitful. If thou feekeft God Þy renens-.... 
tance-out of. thy flaviſh fear of his judgments, © 


which thy many ſins have moſt juſily deſerved 
to be inflicted on thee ; thou loveſt tut thy 
ſelf .in him, and mayſt therefore moſt juſtly 
fear never to be loyed of him. If therefore 
thou findeſt any ſuch laviſh fear in theſe thy 
finful thoughts, give them a ſudden check, 
and call preſently to thy remembrance the 
greatneſs, ricanefs and eternity of Gods fa- 
therly affeAions towards theez his compaſſion 
ate bemoaning of thee when thou wert ſtrayed 
from him; his gratious and his often inviting 
of thee unto mercy and forgiveneſs 3 his won- 
| F 4 derful, 
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derfut patience and long-ſuffering towards 
thee, in waiting thy return unto him; and his 


freely loving and moſt willing and merciful ac- 


ceptance of thee when thou art come. Thefe 


and the hke holy conſiderations (if thou 


haſt not an heart of ſtone) will melt it into fi- 
Hal grief for thy ſo often grieving of God's 
holy Sp:rit, by thy ungratious reſiſting there-" 


of ; and thine eyes mto tears, for thy ſolong 
diſpleaſing him f& good and merciful a Fa- 
ther, When thou art thus truly ſeaſoned 
with ſorrow , thou mayeſt aſure thy ſoul that 
this thy broken and thy contrite heart thy God 

will not deſpiſe. | | 
When thy heart is thus truly ſeafoned with 
godly ſorrow for thy ſins, thy: next work muſt 
be, to make a ſerious, ſolemn, and particular 
confeſMon of them with all their ſinful agera« 
vations of their ſeveral: natures, degrees, re- 
tapſes, and continuances, and other ſinful cir- 
cumſtances, that ſo they may appear even in 
thine own eyes, ( as they are in Gods) exceed-- 
ing ſinful; and that thou mayſt thereby judge 
thy ſelf for ther, that'thou mayſt not be jul g- 
ed of the Lord. This thine humble and peni- 
tent al confeſſion tath (ro thy comfort Y 
Gods gratious promiſe, ard his fa'thful per- 
formance of' thy pardcn annexed to it, as 
theiholy Apoſtte aſlures thee, 1 Fobn 1.9 If we 
confels and acknowhdge our fins, God ts grations to 
forgive us our fins according to his promiſe, Let it 
not t*erefore grieve thee to confels thy parti- 
cular ſins unto thy God, whole delight is in 
mercy, and is therefore both freely willing, 
and ever ready to forgive themz and-if _ 
{ Tn1s 
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this thy confeion of them unto God, thou art 
yet troubled with the dreadful apprehenſion of 
his wrath againſt thee for them; then make thy 
confeſſion of them to kis lawful Miniſter , that 
thereby thou maylſt both enzoy the comtort of 
his counſel and his prayers for thee 3 which (if 
he be godly and his prayers fervert) may avail 
much.. God hath given unto them, the power 
to bind ard looſe,reſuſe not therefore (it there 
be need ) the means by Chriſt ordained, and 
thou canſt not miſs of the defired end : Let it 
not at all trouble thee, to take the ſhame, fo 
Go4 may have the glory. | 


After this thy penitent confeſſion , it beho- 
veth thee in the next place, to coniider of thy 
godly ſatisfa&ion. In the Law, Numb, 5.6.. 
when a treſpaſs was comm tted , God com- 
manded the principal to be reſtored with tke 


damage, and a fifth part more added thereuntos' 


in the Goſpel S. Pauls charge is, Kom. 13. &. 
that we owe nsthing to any man, but that we love 
one another, Pivine love 15 the fulfilling of the: 


Law, therefore S. Fohn farther telleth- thee.,. 


1 Fohn 4.20. He that ſaith he loveth God ayd 
bateth his brother i a lyar + How canſt thou love: 
thy brother whors thou haſt wronged, and not: 


reſtore: unto him the damage thou haſt done: 
him? and if Chriſt ſo lov=d thee, his enemy, as- 
to give himſelf for thee, how much more: 


oughtelt thou . to love him whom thou haſft- 
wronged, by reſtoring to him what thou haſt - 
unjuſtly taken from him? If cherefore thine-e- 
ulity be weak, let thy defire be ſtrong, and: 
g0ubt. not but” what: is: ſoithfully intended * 

E. 5; (when: 


_- 
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(when rot poſſibly to be performed) will be 
gritioully accepted. 

When thou haſt thus gratiouſly begun thy 
acquaintance with God, make a happy conhr- 
mation of it by thy folemn vow to-his ſervice, 
with fervent prayer for his blefſed aſſiſtance 
in thy hcly performance of it, thatſo when he 
worketh with thee ( by the bleſſed motions of 
his holy Spirit in thee ) there may be nothing 
wanting : this. will more firmly cement thy 
foul unto him, and fence thy ſinful thoughts 
from ſtray.ng from him, Gods gratious pro- 
miles to thee, are all yea and Amen : Let thine 
to him be lincerely and faithfully intended,and 
tnen doubtleſs , altnough (thorough thy hu- 
mane frailty ) but. weakly performed, God 
who eſpecially accepteth of thy heart , will 
both pardon this thy weakneſs, and accept thy 
wilitngneſs, 

This ſolemn tie upon thy ſoul will undoubt- 
=Aaly (by Divine affiſtance) beget in thee a 
perfect hatred of. all (in, and a ferious reſolu- 
tion of an holy revenge againſt it , which will 
make thee jealous even but of the very leaſt ap- 
pearance of evil , and of all occaſions of allure- 
ments to it. Thy degrees of {in will now have 
their-degrees of forrow , thy large meaſure of 
pollution, thy larger of: mortification to ſin , 
and fan&ification to righteouſneſs, by thy 
'gratious and conſtant fetting of- ſome hours 
apazt for theſe thy private devotions, in which 
thou ſhalt find more ſatisfying comfort than in 


anageof pleaſure, For hereby, fin thy mortal: 


Enemy will die daily more and more in thee, 
The teraptations of Satan {( by this holy reſilt- 
| | Auce3 
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ance) depart farther of from thee, Gods hoy 
gifts and graces be daily increaſed , thy carnal 
deſires diminiſhed, thy confciencequieted, thy 
ſpiritual. ;5oy inlarged,, and thy aſſurance 18 


' Chriſt.moſt comfortably contirmed..” 


When by this thy bleiled a& of repentance 
thou haſt thus happily taken care for thine 
own ſoul; let thy Chriſtian care likewiſe ex- 
tend it ſelf unto others ; examine ſtri&tly all 


. thy ſpiritual ingagements to thy brother, and 
faithfully diſcharge them. Indeavour earneſt- 


ly to recal all thoſe who have ſinned by thy 
looſe example : If thou ſaveſt but.one ſoul from: 
death, thou ſhalt thereby ( as S. Zame; tells: 
thee, Fam. 5.20:)' cover a multitude of fins,, 
both of. thine own and others : ſtrive there-- 
fore timely to admoniſh , earneſtly. to reclaim. 
religiouſly to counſel, compaſſionately to per- 
ſwade, and piouſly to inftru&, all thoſe (eipe-- 
cially thy former companions in evil): who are: 
either till Rrong in their ſins, or yet weak im 
the faith, to come in fpeedily unto Chriſt 
and be ſave], Be holily diligent and conſtant” 
in diſcharge of thefe thy ſpiritnal' debts unto» 
all; that ſo by any means ( if poſſible ) with 
holy Pal, thou mayſt gain ſome; and what: 
thou canſt not accompliſh for want of fitting: 
opportunities, indeavour to make good by thy 
devout ſupplications for: tkem. When thou: 
haſt thus gratiouſly made even thine accounts; 
with God and man; and goeft on chearfully,, 
and joyfully, and conſtantly, in theſe the bic{- 
ſed paths of repentance, thou mayeſt aſſure thy 
foul, that thy repentance is fincere and true,, 
and. that: thy comfort: therein will be ſweer,. 

E. 6. toy, 
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thy peace undiſtorbed, -thy life happy , thy: 
death pretions, thy reſurre&ion joyful, and 
thy reward. for this thine obedience ( in 
the alone merit of thy Saviour) both bleſſed 
and eternal, 


PIOUS AD MONITIONS 


#pou the preceding Meditations. 


T. FT this (in the fear of God) admonilk 
&_, thee, to {et timely and folemnly upon this 


| Hleſſed work, asthe moſt weighty, neceſſary, 


and. important, that belongeth to a diſcon- 
ſolate and forlorn finner. O ſay not any lon- 
ger, ( with Anfine before his converſion ) 


C145, Cras, to morrow, to morrow, but pray . 
with him, that this may be the very hour of 


thy Converſion. Thy time is wholly in Gods 
hands, to Giſpoſe of it as it ſeemeth beſt unto 
kis godly wiſdom. This-day thou art here, and 
the next thou mayſt be gone3 as the graſs of 
the field, thou art ſoon eut down-and wither- 
£d; and thy place is no more-fornnd 2 thy days 
are but as a talethat is told, fo fuddenly (and 
witkout repentance fo ſadly ) thou art gone, 
and art no more feen-: Let this- therefore 
powerſully perſwade with thee, to work at 
this bleſſed: work of repentance , while thou 
hait yet time- and grace a'lowed thee: to fot 
vro3 1t-, veg earneſtly of God, that thy heart 
may now be flied, thy foul be raviſhed, with 


kyly contymplation of thy heavenly home, that. 
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nothing may now delight thee, nothing. con- 
tent. thee but the ſweet aſlurance of the par- 
don of. thy fins, and that thou haſt a bleſſed por- 
tion in the blood of Chriſt, where thy delights 
will be truly ſweet,.and their injoyments bleC(- 
ſed, ſafe, and eternal. | 

Beſide the:(hortne(s, ſwiftneſs, and uncer- 
tainty of life, in. which alone thou haſt time 
allowed for repentance; think ſeriouſly and 
often of the terrours and amazements of a ſud- 
den and an unprepared death, (unto which (j£ 
thou ſpeedily repentef not,.) thou art every 
moment liable.) Remember that bleſed:warn- 
ing of our Saviour, wherein all qualities, a!l 
ages, all degreesof ſinners are included, Think 
ye ( ſaith he, Luk, 13.8.) that thoſe upoy whom 
the tower of Siloam fell, were greater ſinners thay 
the rt ? Verily I tefl yau, nay, but except ye repent 
ve ſhall all likewiſe periſh : Sin ever goeth be. 
fore deſtruRion 3 the judgment ( without re« 
pentance) will moſt certainly come; the time 
when, that. is, how ſuddenly, thou knoweſt 
not; even this very day, even this very hour. 
( for ought thou knowelt;or canſt hinder) thy 
ſinful ſoul may be.required of thee, O let this 
therefore, yet farther, forewarn thee to ſet 
immediately upon this bleſſed work, even at: 
tnis preſent while thou readeſt this : thou mayſt 
perhaps be (ſenſible of ſome happy glimpſes ob 
Gods holy ſpirit working ſweetly in thee, O- 
quench them: not by irreligious thoughts of: 
longer: d2lay; leſt if thou thinkeft it. too ſoon. 
this day., thou. may .( without much. mercy. 
thewed unto.thes). find it: tos late to.. mor- 
row:: from. which. 10 late, the. Lord ,.. (by: 
cru: 


' 
| 
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true and timely repentance) deliver thee, 

Con{ider yet farther how many grattous call; 
thou haſt already had to return unto thy 
God, and how rebelliouſly thou haſt hitherto. 
refus'd them all : conſiderlikewiſe of the wo- 
ful confequents of theſe refuſals, and tremble 
at the dreadful apprehenſion.of them; when 
thy time of calling: is once paſt, it is paſt for 
ever; I called rento you ((aith God ) and ye re- 
fuſed to come, T held out my hand and ye would uot 
look toward me, therefore will 1 forſake you in your 
extremity ; When your fear cometh as deſolaiion, 
and your deftruftion as a whirlwind , when arfereſs 
lind. anguiſh cometh upon you, then ſhall they cell 
upow me, but I will wot anſwer , they ſhall 
ſeek, me early, but they ſhall not find me, Prov. bs 
24,27», 28, 

Be warned therefore in time and repent, for 
know aſſuredly, that if thou wilt not 1imbrace 
mercy by Gods gratious and his frequent 
calls in this life, thou ſhalt exalt his Ju- 
tice, (by his juſt forſaking of thee) in the life 
to come. 

And in the laſt place, conſider ſeriouſly, and 
timely, of the ſweet and merciful nature of thy 
heavenly Father in his great and wonderful pa- 
tience and long-ſuffering towards: thee; that 
ſo (if poſſible ) he may at laſt have mercy on 
thee; and let this, (by the Divine help of 
prayer for his heavenly grace) work power- 
fully upon thes : If thou haſt but the leaſt 
ſpark of filial. love belonging to a gratious 
child remaining in thee,. this love of: God will. 
ſoon inflame- it into fervency of heat to him 
and. his deſerved glory ; make. no Jonger des 
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lays therefore , but return ſpzedily unto him, 
Thou findeft by tt.y ſelf in Nature that Pati- 
ence provoked too much, turns into rage ard 
furyz O tempt not the God of Vengeance 
therefore too far, but moſt certainly aure 
thy ſelf, that this his great patience and 
long-ſuffering towards thee in this life, will 
molt aſſuredly (if thou ſtill kickeſs againſt 
him ) exaſperate his fury and revenge againſt 
thee in the life to come : Be wiſe therefore in 
making ſure work for thy ſoul while thou haſt 
time and grace offered to doit. Thy gratious 


- God, even while thou art readirg this, gives 


thee yet (even by theſe lines ) another call to 
return unto him. He now offers thee his gra- 
tious pardon for thy ſins, his free love in 
his gratious acceptance of. thee, his inva« 
luable peace in ; uns. thy guilty conſci- 
ence, his bleſſed prote&ion in defending 
of thee from the rage of ſin and Satan, his 
ſaving and preventing grace, and his inſuing 
glory : Unleſs therefore thou art in love with 
thine own miſery ( in thy loſt condition ) re- 
fuſe them not , but thankfully, and joyfully. 
accept of them, and repent, 


CO —_—_— 


EE2 , The Chultian Monitoz.-. 
THE PRATER. 


Thou Bleſſed and ternal Father of all rich a:3d 

endleſs mercies , aud 1m Feſus Chrift the bleſ- 
fed author , Joyful cheriſhey , and comfortable fi- 
enuſher , cf the preticus Faith of thine El: , who 
art infinitely, and eſſentially, and <teraally Love,and 
therefore (as thou lookeſt on thy creature without ſis) 
bat-ft nothing that thou hiſt made ; who his 


g 


moſt. mercifully; manifeſted. this thy love unto ms, 


by giving me thine only Sox to die for me; in 
whom thou mighteft look upon me free from ſin, 
and both comely and amiable, in the lovelineſs 
of his perfeftions; who haſt alſo grationſly de= 
clar'd unto me, even by the Sacred oath of thine 
own eternal Being, that thou defirift not the death 
of me a miſerable. ftnmer, but rather t%at I ſhould 
repent and: live; and. who haft farther promiſed 
that upou my vetarn unto thee, thou. wilt grati- 
ouſly and williugly accept of me. Lord-give me 
now at laſt, in this my great neceſſity, a true and 
faving Faith, that I may Joyfully lay ho!d upon the 
ſaving merits of my bleſſed $Sxviour, in whom a- 
lone I may enjoy the ſweetneſs of theſe Javing pro- 


omiſes, and be at bleſſed peace aud unim with - 


thee : Lord I have finned , and I heartily defire to 


yep;nit, I have lain loug dead in fin and cannot be _ 


F now raiſed unto newneſs of life, withous the bleſ- 
” ſed: breathings of thy holy Spirit in me: With all 
humility of heart, . and thankfulneſs of ſcul I oy- 
fully acknowledge , that even theſe happy thoughts 
of my return.are from 3h. algue 3.0 forfeit 7 


% 
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meekly beſeech thee what thow haſt thes gratiouſly 
b:gan in me Lerd give me this thy ſaving grace 
of true, and timely repentance , and then take 
from me what thou wilt : evew life it ſelf without 
thee in thy Chrift is now bitterneſs unto me : In- 
creaſe the gifts and graces of thy holy Spr-it daily in 
me , and make them powerful to ſubdne the vain 
and ſinful motions of my corrupt affetions;, that * 
fo when thow haſt thus grationſly put that into me 
which thou requirft of me, thaw mnft graticufly 
accept of me, and delight in me to do me good: Hear 
me O Lord, and help me, and in Feſus Chrift be 
merciful unto me , that I may willingly, and Joy- 
fully, and thank fully, forgo th: finful pleaſures of 
this vain life, for his dear ſake, who oft bis pro- 
tious life for mine, Amen, | 


CHAP, TX 


of the inticing enemies-of the ſou! the fruful plea- 
ſures and delights of the world, with holy helps 
. 8 make refit ance in the hour of temptation. 


V V4 Hen (by Divine aiftance) thou haft 
| made an entrance mtro theſe blef- 
ſed patks.of repentance, and art now gratiouſly 
reſolved, to take up ſpiritual arms againſt ty 
carnal and corrupt affe&tions ; being thus hap- 
Pily broke looſe from thine Egyptian bondage 
of fin, the vain and ſinful pleaſures and de- 
lights of this evil world , thy ſouls Task-ma- 
rers, to weary and oppreſs it; thou == 
| ; 00n 
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ſoon find, that Pharaoh and his hoſt, the Devil 


with his firongeſt temptations, will eagerly 
purſue thee, and ( if poſible ) reduce thee to 
thy former bondage, by relapſing thee into 
thoſe finful pleaſures and delights, in which 


he hath already ſo long, ſo powerfully detain- 


ed thee, and from which he hath already 


found thee fo unwilling to depart : It mainly. 
tnerefore concerns thee to be furniſhed with. 


ſuca ſpiritual guards, as will both ſafely de- 


fend thee from theſe his dangerous aſſaults, * 


and powerfully inable thee to vanquiſh and 


deſtroy the power and policy of this thy dead-: 


ly enemy, with thoſe his potent troops of car- 


nal pleaſures and delights; all which by the- 
powerful help of Gods afiing. grace ,\ thou: 


ſhalt ſee utterly deſtroyed, and ruined, and thy 
ſelt ſafely paſfing on to thy deſired home, the 
place of reſt and quietneſs. Be ſtrong there- 
fore in thy holy reſiſtance of thefe carnal tem- 
ptations, and the Lord ſhall comfort thine 
heart with: aſſiirance 'of victory. here, of tri- 
umph hereafter. | | : 
No ſooner art thou entered the field , but 
thou wilt find theſe fawning enemies, the 
vain delights and pleaſures of thy former fin- 
Fal l:fe , which flatter to deſtruction, to give 
thee the firſt onſet, with a ( Demittes 10s in 
. eteraum ?) wilt thou caſt us of for ever? wilt 
thou for ever part with all thoſe pleaſures and 
delights which formerly thou hat enjoyed by 
us? wilt thou not cry yet a little more ſleep, 
yet a little more ſlumber, yet a little more 
foliing of the hands together , in the pleaſing 
ſleep of ſenſual delights ? Theſe are.thoſe flat- 
teritg 
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tering lips, thoſe falſe perſwaſions, that in- 
vite thee from thoſe rivers of eternal plea- 
ſures , to theſe unwarrantable and ungodly 
worldly joys, that ſleep of ſin which (without 
mercy) leaves thee in the fleep of death, even 
that dreadful fecond death of ſoul and body ; 
from which thou canfl not awake until thou 
ariſeſt to judgment : for the timely prevention 
whereof make uſe of theſe thy holy helps that 
follow. 

Conſider firſt, in what relation thou now 
Randeſt to thy God ; that thou haſt yowed thy 
ſelf a profeſſed enemy to all ungodlineſs, that 
thou haſt taken up ſpiritual arms under Chrift 
thy ſpiritual leader, and haſt liſted thy ſelf his 
faithful ſouldier and ſervant to thy lives end ; 
and then judge how great a ſhame it will be 
for thee, how great a diftonour unto Chriſt 
thy Commander, if thou cowardly giveſt 
ground upon thine enemies afault : how much 
greater, if thou falſly forſakeft thy Colours, 
even the bloody Croſs of thy bleſſed Saviour 
and not only ſo, but moſt wickedly (by aſſent- 
ing to theſe foul temptations ) takeſt up arms 
againſt him ? O conſider this in time, and let 
not the ſmooth pretences of thine enemy 4e- 
Jude thee. If theſe fioln waters ſhall ſeem 
ſweet unto thee , they will moſt certainly 
leave gravel in thy teeth : Look not therefore 
on them as they are coming toward thee with 
beauty and content in tkeir faces, but as they 
are going from thee, with loathſomneſs and 
bitterneſs in their farewels : Thou haſt alrea- 
dy had too ſad experience of them, by thy 
being formerly too much too long ſeduced by 
them : 
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them: look now upon them ( as they truly 
are) as falſe and flatte ing, foul a1d deform- 
ed, empty and vain, ſhort ani uncertain, toil- 
ſome and miſerable, and thou wilt then plainly 
ſee how much they are below that high born 
ſoul which God hath given thee, and have 
juſt cauſe to ſay of them, as holy Fob of his 
£11fe friends, 2iſerable comforters are ze all. 

Look now vporithe filthy. and polluted na- 
ture of the'e diſturbers of the peace of Iſrael, 
and thou ſhalt plainly ſee them to be that 
ſticking pitch that defiles where it touckes or 
is touched, thoſe misbecoming ſpots and 
blemiſhes ( of that nobler part of man) thy 
ſoul , by which pollution. ſhe muſt needs ap- 
pear mot loathſome, odious and abcminable 
in the eyes of God; and muſt therefore (as ſhe 
1s thus out of Chriſt) be hated of him, as moſt 
oppolite to his Divine Nature who is purity it 
ſelf, and therefore cannot now behold it thus 
defiled , but with holy deteſtation: neither is 
thy ſoul only blemiſhed but aiſo wounded by 
them, and tho& wounds too, fo deep and 
dangerous, ſo painful. and difturbing, 4s thou 
art not well able to-bearz and which 1s yet a 
far greater puniſhment and ai/Viction-upon 
thee, as tiiey put thee unto moſt intollerable 
pain by the continual ſmarting of thy conſci- 
ence, ſo they likewiſe deprive thee of all ſpi- 
ritual comfort , by choaking that bleſſed ſeed 
of-grace which God. had ſowed in thy heart, 
ſothat it becomes untruitful, as Chritt himſelf 
tclls thee, in that his parable ot the ſower, 
AMatth. 13. 7- Theſe are the ſad performances 
ef all thoſe ſweet and pleaſing promiſes —_— 
tne 
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the deceitful ſinful pleaſures of this life do 
fairly make unto thee ; whoſe beginning is 
folly, and whoſe end damnation ; they cry uns 
tothee Peace, Peace, when there #5 n9 peace to 
the wicked {a1th my God ;5 when ſudden deftrudi- 
on is coming upon thee : when they preſent 
thee ( as Fael did Siſera) with their muJk 
and butter of delight and contentation, they 
moſt aſiuredly , ( without Gods greater mercy 
to thee ) will nail thy ſleepy ſoul to death and 
deſolation. Thus while they ſmile they be- 
tray tee unto death or extream danger of it : 
When they frown ( when thou leaveſt them 
or they thee ) they aMi& thee by a waſted 
body, and a wounded foul; and as if all this 


were not yet enough to make thee wretched 


enough by them, all that thou canft enzoy 
with them is meer emptineſs and nothing z 
thy pleaſure folly, thy laughter madnels 
their ſeeming ſubſtance is a meer ſhadow , 
and their falſe reſt unquietneſs; their beauty's 
vain, they preſent themſelves lovely, but de- 
part foul and deformed ; their promiſe is vain, 
they promiſe thee thy much defired Rachel, 
thy joy and delight , but put thee off with 
bleer eyed Leah, the diſcontents and troubles 
of an affliged mind : their injoyment's much 
more vain ; thou expecteſt pleaſure and delight 
tv content thee, but ſhalt find nothing elſe in 
them but wearineſs and ſorrow to diſturb thee, 
So that if thou ſinfully conſenteſt to the falſe 
allurements of the riches, honours,pleaſures, 
profits or ſeducing merriments of this bewitch- 
ing world , thou wilt have juſt cauſe to ſay 
with David, Pſal. 39. 6, that thow walkeſt in a 
| (vain) 
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(vain) ſhadow, and diſquieteſt thy ſelf in vain s 
and with Tſaiah the 5 9.that how haſt put thy truff 
1 things that are o0t , and haſt conceived labour, 
and brought forth iniquity; and laſtly, with So- 
lomon, Eccleſ.t. (the wiſeſt of men, and there- 
fore beſt able to diſcover the deceit of ſinful 
pleaſures) Vanitas vanitatum, and Omnia va- 
nitass vanity of vanities, all s vanity: even the 
very greateſt and moſt extream of all that is 
imaginable to be vain and vexing in this vale 
of miſery. - 
Conſider yet farther of the great danger 
of thy relapſing into fin: if thou falleſt away 
in tne hour of temptation, it will plainly evi- 
dence unto thee, that. the bleſſed ſeed of 
grace had but (hallow rooting in thy heart, 
when the blade (ſo ſoon withereth with the 
heat of temptation, and that thou art not that 
good ground which thy Saviour ſpeaks of, 
Aatth. 13 8 which bringeth forth fruit ( the 
' bleiſed fruit of obedience) in ſome thirty, ins 
ſome fixty, in ſome an hundred fold, Remember, 
that S. Fohn tells thee, 1 Fohn 2. 15. that 
if hou loveſ} the wain things of the world 
the love of the fath-r is not in thee 3 Remember 
that th Saviour tells thee, Fohn 17.15. That 
neither tie nor his, are of this world : If there- 
fore*thou art wedded unto any thing of the 
ſinful pleaſures and delights of this life, ſo as 
to bz: perſwade and ſeduced by them , thou 
art none of Crit; Pſciple, Be not divided 
therefore be: wee: .i- Spritand the fleſh, tut 
mortifie thc deeds of the fleſh by the Spirit, 
that thou mayſt live : Chriſt will not be 
ſerved by bailves, he will either have thy 
whole 


LIE. GS oaoeae: ac. > wi as ad i wo ail aa 


The Chiiſtian Wonitoz. 119 


whole heart, or no part of it. 
- Think next of the ſad and dangerous effets 
of relapſing into fin , which will render the 
diſeaſes of thy ſoul more dangerous, and their 
remedies more difficut, This ſeeming {ſweet- 
neſs unto which thou art now-irvited , muſt 
coſt thee much true ſorrow , diſturbance of 
body , difiraftion of mind, unquietneſs of 
heart , deje&eineſs of ſpirit : of which thou 
haſt the fad example of the perplexed Prophet 
David , watering his couch with his tears, and 
even roaring out for the very urquietne(s of 
his heart : And which 1s the chief of all the 
very ſaddeſt of theſe {ad eileas, the ſad depart- 
ing of Gods holy Spirit from thee, which far- 
ther made him to cry out, Pſal. 57. verſ.7,8,9. 
Will the Lord abſent himſelf for ever, and will he 
ſhew no more favour ? is his mercy clean gone for 
evermore 2 Hath God forgotten to be grations, and 
hath -h: ſhut up his tcuder mercy in diſpleaſure ? 
Theſe are the ſad eFeRs cf ſinful pleaſures, by - 
which who ever is beguiled, is not wiſe. 

In the laſt place conſider of the noble ex- 
tra&t of thy Soul, in whoſe moſt bleſſed image 
created, with what glorious Sovereignty in- 
veſted, with what Divine faculties indued, 
with what ſublime knowledge inlightened, 
unto whom moſt ric:lv eſpouſed, with what 
coſily robes arrayed , with what rich Jew- 
els adorned, and unto what inheritance 
adopted : God is thy heavenly Father, in 
whoſe image of holineſs and Sovercignty thou 
wert happily created , that then mighteſt be 
holy as he is holy , and thereby be alſo happy 
as he is happy 3, that thou migbteRt alſo be $0- 

vereign 


D 


vereign Lord, both of the creature and thine 
own affections, to rule and govern them as 
loyal and obedients ſubje&s, that ſo reaſon 
might command paſſion, and grace over-rule 
nature: The ſupream excellency of thy ſub- 
lime knowledge is to know God, and in him 
thine own eternal happineſs , the bleſſed and 
the only end of thy creation : Chriſt Jeſus is the 
bleſſed bridegroom of thy ſoul, with the pre- 


Tious robe of whoſe own righte uſneſs thou 


art moſt richly arrayed, with whoſe Divine 
graces moſt coſtly adorned, unto whoſe moſt 
bleſſed and eternal inheritance (even thoſe 
happy manſions'of thy heavenly countrey moſt 
glorioufly prepared for thee ) moſt juſtly in- 
titled : Wilt thou now. ( with prophane Eſau) 


Toſe all th's, for a meſs of Pottage, for a vain, 


ſhort, Gnful ſeeming pleaſure ? whoſe begin- 
ning is folly, whoſe continuance ſhame, whoſe 
end miſerv : O conſider I earneſtly beg of thee , 
and again I ſay conſider (as a matter of re 
greateſt moment to thee ) how great a ſin 
thou committeſt (in yielding to temptati- 


ons) by diſtonouring thy God, in defacing 
this his holy image, and im debaſing this thine 


own Sovereignty, to the ſlavery of ſin and Sa- 
tans in darkening the bright beams of thine 
illuminated underfilanding, by the miſty clouds 
of ſenſuality : in loſing tay firſt love, thy 
ſweet and chaſte imbraces of thy bleſſed Savi- 
our, ard profituting thy deſires unto a ſtran- 
ger, the ſinful pleaſures and delights of world- 
Iy vanities : by defiling this thy wedding gar- 
ment, with the ſpots and blemiſhes of ſin and 


ſhame: in pawning all thy pretious — 
is 
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Eis heavenly graces, for the baſe counterfeits 
of carnal delights. And laſt of all, which is the 
ſumme of all, in loſing Ckriſt, the bleſſed bride- 
groom of thy ſoul, and all his heavenly trea- 
' Ffures, for the vain and empty ſhadows of the 
| falſe and ſinful pleaſures of this prefent world, 
Be firong therefore , and reſfiit the fowlneſs 
| of theſe cloſe temptations; if the combat be 
ſharp , the conqueſt will be ſweet : fay 
' therefore cheerfully with the ſpouſe in the 
Canticles, Cant.5.3., I have put off my coat, how 
"fall I put it 0n ? 1 have waſhed my feet, how ſhall I 
fowl them ? T have put off my filthy garment of 
fin and uncleanneſs, how ſhall T again return 
unto it ? I have waſhed the feet of my carnal 
affe&ions in the pretious blood of my bleed 
* Saviour, by whoſe perfe& obedie:ce (which 
ll hath fully ſatisfied for my diſobedience ) they 
are now become white as ſnow ; how {} all [ 
again fowl them with the filthy mite of ſin 
and uncleanne(s ? When thou art thus bleſſed- 
ly reſolved, by this thy ſpiritual refifance, thy 
ſpiritual enemy will ſoon give ground , and 
thou ſhalt both have courage in the fight, and 
| \' triumph in the victory. 


HOLT CAOrTIONS 


Tpon the prec:ding Meditations 


em of holding conference with Satan, 
eſpecially touching ſuch ſubje&s of mental 
diſcourſes as appear moſt dangerous to thy 
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conſtitution : for which very cauſe it is that 
S. Paul warneth thee, 1 Cor. 6. 18, (not to 
fight againſt but) ro fly fornication 3 as well 
knowing , that the frailty of the fleſh may too 
eaſily be overcome by argument, Let even 
thy very thoughts therefore be chaſt and holy ; 
for if Satan can once gain thy delight,although 
but in thougkt of ſin; he will ſoon w'a thy 
conſent to action. 

Shun Idleneſs as the mother of all licenti- 
ouſneſs:; God hath promiſed to keep thee in , 
all thy ways 3 if thou walkeſt out of them into 


 Satans (unto which idleneſs is the ready 


way ) thou art alſo out of his prote&ion : Hos 
neſt recreations are ſo far warrantable unto 
man as they make him fitter for God; but 
Chr:ſtian liberty may be eaſily miſtaken and 
become licentious impiety : If . thou walkeſt 
too far in it, it will Jead thee to negle& of 
grace and contempt of goodneſs. Take heed 
therefore 'of walking wide of Gods path ; for 
when thou art once out, thou neither know- 
eſt, how far thou art going, nor when thou 
ſhalt return : give not therefore unto Satan the 
leaſt opportunity of adyantage, but keep thy 
guards cloſe and ſure againſt him, either by 
thy diligence in thy lawful imployments ( in 


which God hath gratiouſly allowed thee to 


ſerve him while thou ſerveſt thyſelf) or by 
the holy exerciſes of thy ſpiritual indowments : 
when he finds thee thus armed thou ſhalt eaſily 
reſiſt his moſt powerful temptations 3 if he finds 
thee naked , the very weakeſt will indanger 
thee, and the more potent overcome thee, 
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THE PRATER. 


O) Then Hefſed guardian of my finful ſoul and 

wretched body, in whom alone I live and move 
and hae my bleſſed being; who haſt gratienfly 1:4 
me from the light of nature to the happy light of 


grace , whereby I may be ſafely guided to the bleſ- 
fed light of glory : ſave and defend me I moſt week- 


ly beſeech thee, from the powerful aſſaults and date 
Iy dangers of my deadly enemy: O leave me mot una 
the rage and malice of his foul temptations, but ſo 
ſanifie my foul by thine aſſiting ſpirit, that T 
may now and ever gratiouſly refit them, aud joy- 
fully and viftoriouſly triumph in my reſiſtance of 
them : Weam me O Lcrd every day more and more 
from the cloſe corruptions of my finſul and depraved 
nature: O thou that art the ſearcher of the ſecrers 
of all hearts, ſearch me thoroughly , and try me, 
that deceitful etil may not be found in me: Dif- 
cover me unto my ſelf O Lord ; and then gratiouſly 
deliver me from my ſelf ; even from that old and 
evil man, that ſinful Law of my mcmbers that both 
daily and hourly rebel:th againſt the Law of my 
mind, that ſo I may be truly, avd wholly, and heartie 
ly regenerated unto thee and tly Chriſt: Recal my 
heart and take off mine affetions from the world 
and worldly vanities 3 Let me now find ns ſweet- 
meſs but in goodneſs,no pieaſure aud delight but in 
thygrace, no reit and quictucſs but in the full aud 
ſafe aſſurance of thy glory : Grant 1h deay father, 
for Feſus ſake the righteous who hath bougt it 
for me, Amen, | 
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CHAP. X. 


Of the bleſſed ft ate of the righteous, in the ſafety of 


their foundation by Faith, upon the bleſſed corner 


flene Chriſt Feſws, 


Ow after the manifeſtation. of the ſtu- 
pendious love of Gad unto man in Chriſt 
Jeſus, tte ſafe removal of tho'e great dangers, 
ſuppoſed difficulties, ard alluring inticements, 
which hinder many a ſoul from coming in un- 
tohims3 and having alſo led thee by the hand 
of mercy to tte paths of Repentance : It now 
remaineth that I yet fartrer thew thee the 
true nature, uſe and excellency of a ſaving 
Faith; the trial whereof ( as S. Peter telleth 
thee, 1 Vet. 1,5, 6.) is much more pretious than 
gold that p:iſheth , as being that alone which 
muſe give thee full aſurance of that abundart 
mercy which, (as the ſame Apoſtle telleth thee) 
hath begotten thee again unto a lively hope by the 
reſurr:Gien of Feſus Chrift from the dead, to an in- 
heritance immortal , uundefiled, and which paſſeth 
not away, ri ſerved for us in the heavens; that 
ſo hereby thou mayſt be timely forewarned of 
the great danger of unbelief; and thus happi- 
Jy ſeeing the beauty and bleſednefs of the one, 
and the ruine and mifery of tte other, th 
heart may be firmly fixed (with holy David ) 
in the wavs of holineſs ; that with him alſo 
thou mayſt ſing and rejoyce ; for as the 4 po- 
ite 


\- to Bm JIOUQ9 A V fo. 


V 


Py Fr JI. 


pgs ; 

The Chuſtign Bonito). 125 
le tells thee , 1Pert. 2.7. Onto you that be- 
lreve he th pretions, but unto th. m who are diſ{ole- 
dient ( by unbelief ) the fone which the buil- 
ders vr. fuſed, the (ame i become the head of the 
corzer ; and, a fone to fumble as and a rich of 
offence, | 

When t'.e Son of man cometh- ſhall he find 
faith upon the earth ? were the words of our 
ble*tu Sav our him'elf; and when h's ble ;ed 
wor. cometh, tiat two edged {word of tie 
ſp rit that div deth between the joynts and 
the marrow, the carnal and the {p ritual buil- 
der, {hail it find faith amangtt carnal an4 
eartily mided men, may be well the words 
of me. his weik and mot unwerthy inflru- 
ment ?-yet ſeeing he himſclf hath c':oſen tle 
low and meaneſt things of this world to con- 
found the: wife and migity, that he thereby 
might rean t 1e greiter glory ; my hope an 
comfort is, that by h's gritious aiſtance who 
hath begun this good work in me, it may be 
found ufef:1l unto tnoſfe tnat ſtand in need of 
ſpiritual aſitince : If therefore thou Endet 

by his bleſſing upon it ) increaſe of fpirity- 
comfort by it, return the praiſe to him by 
waole gratious aſlitance and Divine provi- 
dence , it was b»th written for thee, and is 
now dire&ted to thee: for of him and through 
him and to him are ail things , to whom be glory for 
evir, AMEN. 

As this 1s a pcint of tae. moſt high and 
weigity conſequence upon earth; as that a- 
lone by which we muſt expe t ſalvation in 
tnat great and terrible day of the Lori Jeſus ; 
{o 15 it allo moſt certainly a matter of the near-- 
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eſt concernment to our ſouls here upon earths 
as that alone by which, with happy holineſs 
and godly perſeverance, we make our callings 
and elections ſure. Let us therefore in the name 
and fear of God, in the firſt place (as worthy 
of the higheſt honour ) make a ſtrict and di- 
ligent inquiry into the true nature of it, that 
ſo we may.have a comfortable aſſurance, that 
we are o_ of this myſterious building, 
and thereby that our rames are written in the 
book of life, | | 

This holy faith, that makes us truly happy, 
}n the firſt ;place then 15s not 4 Fthnick faith 
( for that relateth only unto truth in moral 
a&tions,) but a Theological, that heavenly 
vertue proper only unto true Religions by 
whici only true believers are diſtinguiſhed 
from infidels, for ſo the holy Ghoſt 1s pleas'd 
to call them, Fohz 20. Mom ffote amis 
ainz mu , Be not faithleſs ( or infidels) but 
believinge 


Neitier is there of this theological grace of 


Faith one and the ſame acception-3 for there is 
8n hiſtorical faith, a faith of miracles, and a 
faith of promiſes : the firſt and ſecond of-theſe 
degrees are promiſcuous,as proper to-the Devils 
and reprobates, as unto Gods ele&t ; for Simoz 
241914 ( Alts the 8.) was (aid to believe, and yet 
his heart not to be-right with God:but the third 
degree is that which is only proper unto Gods 
children, whereby they, and they only, do 
beheve truly, and (ſavingly3 they not only be- 
lieve God to be, and to be not only true but 
truth it ſelf in all his promiſes, but they alſo 
Felieve into God, that 1s they do in Deum ire 
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& eundo amare, © amando perſeverare : They go 
wholly out of themſelves into God as into 
their ſtrong rock and fortreſs, unto which 
they may always ſafely reſort, whem they 
truly and intirely love, as their God, to nou- 
riſh and cheriſh, to relieve and comfort, to 
{ave and defend themzin this life 3 and eternal- 


1; to refreſh them in the life to come; and in 


this true love, they gratiouſly, and joy- 
fully perſevere unto the end of their days upon 
earth, | 

From kence it is, that it is truly ſaid, Fides 
n0n if} ſides fine fiducia: Fatih #5 not faith ith- 
out truſt and confidence ; from whence it will 
follow, that, Faith is not a bare act of knows 
ledge in the underfſianding, but faith is, wori- 
ta fiducialis, a truſting kn:w/tdge ; but truft- 
ing is the proper act of the will, ſo that true 
ſaving taith is an att of both the faculties, rhe 
underſtanding & the willz as the renewed will 
15-now become a habir of the regenerate Soul, 
and Faith is in both theſe faculties after the 
ſame manner that Free-will is in them both, 
ab intelieTu hab:ns arbiiriuam, @ voluntate liber- 
taiem: having choice from the underflanding, and 


Freedom from the will; even (o Faith hath from 


the underſtanding, aTent, from the will, truſt 
and confidence. And this is that in efec& 
which S, Paul teeth us, 2 Cor. 10.5. That 
Frith caſt th down imaginations and e:ery high 
thing that i exaltfd againſt Chr:ft : Now there 
can be no_obedierce, but of neceſſity it muſt 
be by the Ac of the will,, by which a& the 
underſtanding is readv to aſſent, without he- 
fitation, to the promiſes of God, from whence 
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the will is again ready to reſolve cheerfully 
and joyfully, and with holy confidence to 


* confide, firmiy,and wholly, and only, and con- 


ſantly-in the rich mercy and the ſaving pro- 
miſes of God in Chriſt Jeſus, | 

From hence it was that Abraham's faith was 
commended, as not proceeding from things 
viſible to the underſtanding, bu* from the con- 
ſtancy and holinefs of the will ; and this is 
that which S., Pau! intimates when he ſaith, 
Rom, 4.18, that Abraham believed above 
hope wnder hope , not conſidering the dead 
bodies of himſelf and his wife Sarah; that is, 
not admitting into this diſpute, tke arguments 
of his humane reaſon. 

Now whereas it i5 ſaid by the Apoſile, Heb, 
Tl. 1. That faith ts the evidence of things not ſeen, 
and that thereſore ( Demonſtration being 
more properl- belonging to the underſtanding 
than the will) it may ſeem that Faith is not fo 


much of the will as of the underſtanding : For 


the clearing hereof, take this as an undoubred 
truth : that as in humanity, argument makes 
Fa.th, ſo in Divinity Faith makes argument : 
This demonſration therefore is primarily in 
the Will: ſecondarily, in the underſta1-ing : 
Faith here makes the argument by confidence, 
and this holy confidence in the will, is of Di- 
vine power to comman1 reaſon in the under- 
ſtanding. Faith maketh of the Theſis an Hy- 
potheſis or ſappoſit 'on. and not only ſo but an 
Hy poſtafis, a real and ſub3%antial truth , grati- 
ouſly revealed by GoJs ſacred word which 
cannot lie 3 bleſſedly confirmed by his holy 
promiſes, which are all yea, and amen, and 

power- 
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powerfully atteſted by bis i ly Spirit unto our” 
{p rits, that. we are his children : This, this is 
that bleed faith, by which they all believe,. 
that raiſe this Spiritual building 3 tais is that 
Vital,Radicel, that mother grace without which * 
(as the Apoſtle tells us) iz & impoſſible to pleaſe 
God ; for whatſoever ts not of faith #5 fin, Rom. 
14. 23, and by wiich the gitts and graces of 
Gods holy Spirit are kept Þiving inus. Where: 
Faith 1s true, there hope will be lively, an4 
love fervent, By th's bleſſed grace alone it is,. 
that tny love unto Gods law will be wonder-: 
ful, thy comfort in his promiſes raviſking thy 
zeal to his glory burning, thy Joy in'tie holy 
Spirit unſpeakable, thy longing for it inſatia» 
ble, thy grief for grieving of it immoderate, 
and for its departure from thee intollerabiez- 
And ( which is the ſuram of all ) by this alope: 
it 15 that thou en;oyelt that. Divine peace, tat” 
bleſſed peace of God , which paſſeth all our 
underſtandings; tie moſt tranſcendent ſweet- 
neſ(s whereof, it is impoſſible both for me to ut» 
ter and for thee to conceive. 

Now if.it ſhall be here obieted that-it 1s” 
both incongruous and impoſible that faith: 
ſhould be both the foundation, .and the incho- 
ation or beginning of tis our ſpiritual build] 
ing; the. an{wer 1s botn plain and abſolutely 
true, that faith is not tne foundation of it ſelf, 
but in reſpe& of its vleTed obiett, Chriſt Je-- 
ſus; for faith hath not any power or efficacy at: 
all (as it is ouract)) to raile 3 up unto this 
ſpiritual: building , but- buildeth its whols: 
ſtrength upon Chrift the. bleſſed foundation: 
thereof; For faith is not the formal but the- - 
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Inſtrumental cauſe of Juſtification, happily be- 
gun in us by application of Chriſts merits unto 
us: upon which ſure foundation this ſpirityal 
building of all thoſe which are in Chriſt Jeſus 
15 {o ſurely. fixed:, that neither the winds of 
perfecutions, the ſtorms of. affliftions, nor the 
waves. of temptations , ſhall. be ever able to. 
over:urn it. 

There is yet: remaining one ob;e&ion more. 
to be removed, and that of no ſmall concern- 
ment, eſpecially unto thoſe., who truſt too. 
much to their own righteoulneſs:: The obje- 
Aon 15 briefly this, that it cannot be found in 
the-whole £cripture, that this particle Cnely 15 
me tioned, where. juſtifying faith 1s. ſpoken 
cf: from whence would fain be brought in, 
their beggarly merit of works with other Ro» 
man rubbidge thereupon depending. 

In anſwer whereunto we will nct. here in- 
qi.re into the particle 0nely, but-into the ſence. 
and meaning of the holy. Ghoſt , ſeeing that. 
the: holy Scripture plainly and clearly remo-. 
veth all things from juſtification , but faith 
alone: So S. Paul, Rom.3. 28. & Gal, 2.21c.. 
Not of works : Without works : Without the Law : 
but of Faith, that ſo it may be by Grace onely. 
True faith hath hope and love of its own na- 
ture fo ſtriftly conne&ed to it, that if it 
ſhoul1 be ſeparated from theſe, it- muſt of ne- 
ceſſity al'o be ſeparated from. it ſelf, and either 
'ceale to be ſuch a fa'th,or not any faith at all: 
And thus we are ;uftified and ſtand in the Gght 


L of God, a ſpiritual building by faith onely-; 


dut. not ſo alone by Faith as to be naked of 
g29d works; per. fidem folam {ed non ſolitariar 
| {ap. 
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fanh, but by a faith cloathd with works, And fo 
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ſay the Schoolmen , mot by a bare and naked 


it may be rruly ſaid that we are mfifed by 
works, aſſeciative, as they neceiſ:rily accom- 
pany Faitn 3 but we cannot truly fay, that we 
are juſiified by Faith with works, Copulative,. 
that is, as they are ſo coupled to Faith as to 
merit or deſerve the reward of eternal life ; ſee-- 
irg that when we have done all tha: we can,, 
we may all truly ſay as Chriſt commands us,, 
Iauke 17; 10. that we are unprofitable ſer 
vants, 

Saint Fames Caith indced, Fam. 2. 22, that: 
Faith ts made perfet by works ; but how ? rot 
that faith hath its perfe&ion by works ,. but: 
that by works it is known to be true faith : bor” 
although all the beauty be in the branches, not: 
in the root, yet all the vertve is in tne root: 
from whence the branches have their beauty :: 
Although there be no comelineſs in Faith, bur: 
all is in Charity (from whence good. works: | 
proceed ) yet all this comelineſ(s of Charity, 1s- ,x 
from thatfirſt root of Faith : And S. Pani ſaith,. \. 
2 Cor. 5,10. We mnft all appear bifore the Judge=- 
ment ſtat of Chrit to receive what we bave dons 197 | 
the bedy, whether it be good or wh ther it 0 evil; 
and our bleſſed Saviour himſelf ſaith', Revel. 
22.12. Behold I come quickly ,. and my rewars 1s* 
with me, to reward every man acc:rding to his» 
works: By theie and the like texts of Scripture: 
we muſt ever underſtand, that as our evil 
works ſhall be puniſhed at: Chriſts coming to - 
Judgement for our ſins ſake, fo ſhall our good. 
works, (although but weak and imperfect ) 4 
be gratiouſly accepted of in the merits: and: '} 

G.. 6. PEre- \ 
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perections of our Saviour, and in himalone 
(not for the work ſake, but for his promiſe 


fake) ble!edly rewarded. Good works there=- 


fore, alchough they muſt accompany faith, by 
which £2 th may be known to be living ; yet 
they can neither pur away our ſins, ncr avail 
1s any ining by way of ſatisfa&ion for them 
towarus God, much. leſs merit life eternal for 
us: But it is by Faith alone, (thus qualified 
as thou haſt ſeen,) that we have peace with 
_ ; and thereby his bleſſed peace 1n our own 
ouls, 


PIOUCS ADMONITIONS. 


T tou the preceding Meditations. 


"Feing now that Fa'th is in it ſelf ſo excel- 
A lent, and unto us of this ſpiritual building 
io abſolutely neceilary , let me earneſtly per- 
Fwade with thee, ( as thou lovelt thy quiet- 
neſs and peace of conſcience in this life, and 
eternal joy and happine's in that to come) to 
love this amiable grace, and to beg heartily 
of God for it 3 and when by his rich mercy 
thou injoyekt it, to reſoyce init, to imbrace it, 
to nouriſh and cheriſh it to thy lives end, 
Saint Fames ſaith, Fam. 1.17, that every good 
and perfect gift cometh from above; and S Paul 
ſaith, Phil, 1. 25. that Faith is the gift cf-God ; 
Prayer therefore is the cnely and the. bleTed 
means to attainit: this 15 that holy violence 


| that fakes keaven by force, that wreſtles ( as. 
| Facoh 
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Facob did ) wita God for mercy, and will not 
let him go without a bleſſing :. Let this there- 
fore move thee to be much with God 1n prayer 
for ob-aining of it, to be humble, earneſt, fer- 
vent, even importunate with God, to grait 
thee this. his heavenly grace : Chriſt bids thee 
pray without fainting 3 S. Paul, without ceaſing : 
let it therefore be thy conſtant care to improve 
this holy duty to its beſt advantage, for obtain- 
ing and increaſing of this heavenly grace, by 
which alone thou haſt a bleſle4 intereſt in 
Chriſt, in whom are all the treaſures, The. A- 
poſtle tells thee, x Pet. 1.5, 6. To you that be- 
lieve he t5 an honour, not to you that have bel:ev- 
ed or ſhall believe, but unto you that believe 
at this time preſent, and at all times pre'ent, 
unto every one in his own time preſent, and 
therefore unto thee in thine : even in this thy 
preent opportunity of grace: wife thou haſt 
yet this ſmall Pun@m of time to ask it,and of 
hope to receive it : he that liveth one day with- 
out faith is.dead in fin, and ſuffers Chriſt for 
that time to te. buried with him. 

Obſerve narrowly the motions of thy ſoul,. 
either unto good or evil; by theſe thou wilt 
ſoon find whether. Chriſt be formed. in thee, 
and in what relation thou now ſtandeſt unto 
Chriſt, by thy degree of faith ; and where thou 
findeſt a decay, there labour to make good ths 
repair: Pray often and earneſily for Divine aſ- 
ſitance: Praiſe the precepts,. apply the pro- 
miſes, and never give thy foul reit till by thy 
firength of faith thou haſt obtained that lively 
hope that can evidence unto thee that thou art 
Gods child., and that althcugh thy faith be 
weak, 
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weak yet it is living, and will ( by thy Di-- 


vine improvement of it and Gods bleſſing up- 
on it ) gather more fireagth: Let not this 
titerefore diſcourage thee, feeing it 15 not the 
degree but. the Eſſence of faith, that layeth the 
bleſſed foundation of the ſpiritual building. 


Comfort thy felf therefore in this, that the. 


fa'thful do always truly believe , although 
not always in the ſame degree: ſo that al- 
though thy faith be yet weak and wavering, 
= becauſe it 15-trne, thou mayſt thereby aſ- 
ure thy. ſoul that even in this fainting weak 
' appearance'of thy faith, thou art (ſurely foun- 
ed on this bleTed Corner ſtone Chriſt Jeſus, 


and thereby part of that his ſpiritual build-- 


ing , which ſtandeth to eternity : Be there- 
fore diligent and conſtant in the bleſſed im» 
provement hereof, and the Lord in much 


mercy give thee all joy and ſpiritual comfort in 


delieving. 


THE PRATER, 


CY Thou bleſſed and eternal foundation, - on which 


my joyful ftrudture of eternal happineſs is ſrre- 


hy built, the fountain of my joy and bleſſed end of 
all my undertakings, from whoſe alone mercy and- 
I! goodneſs it ts, that have yet time to call upon thee, 
P by which I may obtain this heaventy grace of faith 


70 believe in thee: Vouchfafe I humbly pray thee, ſo 
to aſſift me with thy ſaving grace, that I may diily 
make a gratious and a ſweet improvement of it : 


©. l:t.me n:ver ſatisfie my ſoul with the bare e; Ha 
: 83 
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faith without thee my bleſſed Saviour who art the 
ever bleſſed obj-t , in whom alone are all the IT168 
and endleſs treaſures: Suffer me not. 0 Lord, for 
any winnowings of Satan, any hours of tempra- 
rions,. any ſorrows and efflitions of life, or any 
rerrours or amazements of death, to fall off from 
thee my ſafe and onely refuge : 0 thou that prayedſe. 
for. thy ſervant Peter, that his Faith-might not. 
fail, who now alſo intercedeſt thy father for in- 
creaſe of faith in thine Ele, have mercy on me,and 
pray. unto thy father for me, that my. faith fail 
not: Lord,my ſoul it now both hungry and. thirſty. 
for thee , and my longing defire is by true aud 
lively faith to be fixed ſurely on thee 3. it ts by thy 
grace alone (O lord) that I defire to: believe : 
Tord help my unbelief, O break not me thy bruiſed. 
reed, that am now weak and failing by the many 
wounds and. blemiſhes that Satan and mine own 
corruptions have daily brought upon me : Foment 
theſe bleſſed: ſparks of faith, which thy holy Spirie 
hath begun in me ; O Let tbeſe bleſſed breathings 
blow them up into a bright and living flame of 
fervent love to thee and thy glory 5 grant this. 
_ Lord for thy pretious loue ſake to thine elefl,. 

men, 
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CHAP. XL 


Of the bleſſed State of th: Righteows, in the Hg- 
nour, Beauty, Sivenyth and Safety of their {pi- 
ritus Building raiſed upon the bl:ſ}ed Coruer- 

fone Chris Feſus. 


Aving already ſhewed thee the inchoati- 

on of- thy ſpiritual Building by Faith, I 
am now come (to thy ſpiritual ;oy and com- 
fort ) to the happy. rai'ing Gf thy ſpiritual 
Structure; where. I thal! next faithfully endea- 
vour ( as God ſhall inable me) to ſlew thee 
ſome ſmaliglympſes of the high honour, in- 
comparable beauty, wonderful Rrength, and 
inviolable ſafety thereof ; that therevy theu 
mayſt he much inamoured wi.h 't, and make 
it toy ſoul; ſweeteſt joy ani conte-tment, to 
know thy ſelf a bleed memver of ir : And O 
thatI, who now e:ideavour to declare theſe 
tiigh and happy myſteries unto thee, might 
be inſpired. from above with an Angclical il- 
lamination 3 that I might thereby i:ew thee 
even but tie very leaſt of that whici here is 
to be ſeen ; and that thon who readeſt this 
mighteſt be qualited with a Sainr like glori- 


fied apprehen' »:, that thou thereby; mighteſt. 


be divinely i\:d with the ſurpaſi-g com- 
fort and moit raviſhing ſweetneſs itcreof 3 
which is inceed n> more Poſſible to be citker 
uttered or conceived by mortal man, tian for 


darkneſs 


ah. 
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darkneſs to york Pang light, or time Eter- 
nity: What God (in hisſacred Word) hath 
gratiouſly revealed unto us, let us receive 


* with thankfulneſs, believe with joy, and be- 


hold with comfort. 

In the firſt place then, kere thou maſt with 
joy and ſafety ſpiritually behold this bleſſed 
Corner-ſione Chriſt Jeſus ( on whom by Faith 
thou raiſeſt up thy ſpiritual Building)thy God 
bleſſed for evermore (whom before thou could- 
eſt not behol.{ and live } now ſo entirely lov- 
ing and ſo highly honouring thee , as to be 
clothed with thy frail ad i» firm feb, and in 
all things to bemade like unto ti.ee( {in orly 
excepted) that thou mayſt thereby caſt off tny 
filthy garment of Corruption and Mortality, 
and be richly clotied upon with Incorruption 
and Glory ; that ſo hereafter thou mayſt both 
ſafely and joyfully ſee him face to face, of 
which thou haſt a ſweet and ſafe aſſurance by 
the bleſſed earneſt of his holy Spirit in thee, 
which witneſſeth unto thee, that thou art his 
beloved Child, and one of thoſe bleed ones. 
that is belonging to his ſpiritual Building. 

This is that Stone of value, that pretious. 
ſtone of moſt ineſtimable price, (irfinitely tran- 
ſcending all the pretious flones of higheſt va- 
lue and of riche!t ornament) that lieth hid in 
this our ſpiritual Building,even in the broken 
& the contrite hearts of us his ſpiritual people, 
whereby we are internally mo!l highly honou.- 
ed : the King's daughter (the truly regene- 
rate\ ul ) isall glorious within 3 which in- 
ward glory S. Peter tells us, 1 Pet. 3. 4. is the 
bidden man of th: heart, Now conſider to thine 
endleſs 
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endleſs comfort, how great an honour thou re- 
ce:vet byt:is inward entertainment of thy 


Saviour, Evyery heart of man that hath not 


Chriſt Tefus tid in it is a Rony heart, and there- 
by utterly incapable of the leaſt impreſſion of 
mercy 3 whereby it becomes the veſſel of 
wrath, and fo woſully ſubje&ted to eternal 
rutne, Now ( to thy ſouls refreſhment ) by 
this inward honour which Chriſt confers upon. 
thee, in taking from thee thy ſtony heart, 


' and giving thee an heart of feſh; (an humble, 


eontrite and obedient heart) thou art yet far- 
ther honoured in this thy ſpiritual building, 
by t:eſe following Ornaments beſtowed on 
his Elect. He finds ns walls of Clay, frail 


. and momentany,and leaves us walls of Marble, 


Rrong and durable, even hſting to Eternity z 
He finds us bare and naked walls, pilled and 
broken by the flaws and breaches ſin hath 
made in us,and leaves us clothed walls, hang'd 
with the rich robes of his own Righteouſ- 
neſs; He finds us dead, and leavs us hving 
walls; He finds us weak and tottering walls, 
not only falling, but already fallen, even un- 
to Hell it ſelf, and leaves us ſtanding and up- 
right walls, aſpiring to the higheſt Heavens : 
and ſuch high honour have ali his Saints 
in relation to themſelves, as they are. true 
Believers, and fo. belonging to this ſpiritual 
Building. 

Secondly, Chriſt is an honour to thee in re- 
ſpe& of others that are true Believers, all of 
them exhibiting mutual' honour each unto 0- 
therzinſomuch as they are all living ſtones dig- 
ged out of the fame ſpirztual areas <4 
\ (us, 
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ſus, ſent into one and the fame Foundation, 
for the joint raiſing up of one and the ſame 
ſpiritual Building :; In each of which lieth a 
magnetick vertue of drawing and inviting 
a mutual honour to the whole, which is an 
honour kkewiſe unto every true Feliever, itt 
r:ipe& of his bleſſed fellowſhip and Commu- 
nion with the Saints, thoſe exellent ones of tte 
earth, tke ſweeteſt and the choiceſt of all com- 
pany among the ſons of men. | 
Thirdly, Chriſt is an honour to thee in re- 
ſpe& of Unbelievers themſelves, impoſing 
heavy burthens on the ſhoulders of the Faith- 
ful, by wrongs and injuries, by cruelty and 


oppreſſion, by perſecution, and other moſt 


unjuſt vexation 3; how great is their honour 
then, in Chriſt's owning of them to belong 
to kim, in his prote&ting, comforting and ac- 
knowledging of them to be his honourable 
members, his choſen jewels, who 1s the King 
of glory? 

O ineffable, invaluable, highly tranſcendent 
FEonour of Believers, who fow in tears and 
reap in joy ! who have thoſe bitter tears. 
which they have ſhed in this life, ſafely trea- 
ſured npin God's own Bcttle, that ſo he may 
return unto them a far more abundant and ex- 
ceeding weight of glory inthe life to come, 
maugre all the malice of their bitter enemies, 
whoare marked with this bleſſed white & Cor- 
rer-ſtone Chriſt Jeſus. How excellently great, 
how truly ſweet is thjs their threefold honour 
upon earth? and yet all this, and wt atſoever 
elſe of honour they enjoy in this their valley 
of Tears, is but a dark ſhadow of their far 
higher 
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higher honour of eternal g!ory, which Chriſt 
their bleſſed Corner-ſtone hath purchaſed,a'1d 
Is gone- befote to prepare for them, How great 
it {hail be, and what it (hall beit hath not en- 
tred, it cxinot enter into the heart of ſinful 
man to co.:ceive, muca leſs into the tongue 
of Morta! man to utter 3 what and how great 
t::15 glory then ſhall beis only known to him 
whots the God of Glory : Father (ſaith Chriſt, 
Fobnu 17. 24.) Iwil th:t theſe whom thiu bf 
given tne may be with me where T1 am, that they 
may b.ho'd that my {lory which tou haft given me 
before the foundation of the World 3 ard the glory 
which thou haft given me T bave given to them, 
that they may be one, as we are one. More Iam 
not atlz to ſhew unto tiee; nor to) manifeſt e- 
ven but the very leaſt glympſe of tais exceed- 
ing we'ght of Glory, which thoſe who are 
the bleſſed building ona this Corner-ſone 
Chriſt Jeſus ſhall cne day poſſeſs ; ſeeing it 
cannot poſſibly now enter into us, let it joy- 
fully ſuffice us that we ſhall furely enter in- 
to if, 

To ſee God, and to ſee him in Chrit Jeſus 
to be our God, is the ſ\umm of all that is or e- 
ver can be to make our happineſs complcte. 
Andihere is Chriſt's Prayer for it which cannot 
be denied ; here is Chriſts Promiſe for it , 
which can never be broken. Bere is glory, 
kere is Chriſt's glory, here is Chriſt's eternal 
glory. even that glory which he had witn 
the Fatier beſore the foundation of the world; 
and which is the ſumm of all, here 1sa gratious 
communication cf th's excee ling weigit of 
Chriſt's eternal glory unto tnis h's ſpiritual 

| Building, 
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Building, even to the ſouls and bodies of his 


Saints, with which they are both fully and for 
ever (weetly ſatisfied. 

Higher than this I cannot go, no ror the 
bleſſed Angels themſelves : Let it therefore ſa- 
vingly content us, that we who are in Chriſt 
ſhall ſhortly enjoy it 3 where everlaſting joy 
ſhall be upon our heads, and we ſhall poſſeſs ;oy 
and exaltation 3 where all tears ſhall be wiped 
away from our eyes, and all ſorrows from our 
hearts; where ſin ſhall be ſwallowed up of righ- 
teouſneſs, corruption of immortality, and time 
of eternity. 

And now beloved Chriſtian, the earneſt de- 
ſire of my ſoul is that what thou haft now read 
(rouching the great honour of -all true Be- 
lievers) may perſwade with thee faithfully to 
believe it to be ſpoken of thy ſelf, as one of 
thoſe bleſſed members of this ſpiritual Build- 
irg that ſhall eternally enjoy it. Believe I. 
beſeech thee, that the life of true Believers, is 
a truly honourable life ; that thou mayſt there- 
by underſtand that never any mortal man(how 
great ſoever) hath dim'ni{ted one tittle of las 
honour, but much augmented it, by his be- 
lieving in Chriſt, Bel:eve that honour out 
of Chriſt is a meer ſhadow, full of emptineſs 
and vanity, that t' cu mayſt thereby under- 
ſtand , that no mortal man can te truly 
honourable but by his believing in Chriſt, 
Believe that only the faithful are thoſe excel- 
le:.t ones of the earth ; t>:t tou mayſt there- 
by underſtand of wiat 'igh value thou art 
thy ſelf, and of what high eſteem he faithful 
( how poor ſoever and deſpicable they be ) 

| ought 
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an . God himſelf is much dclighted to behold it : 
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and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt is truly honourable, 
of eternal Extra, of eternal Duration, that 
thou mayſlt thence underſtand how worthily 


thou oughteſt to live ; that ſo thou likewiſe 


mayſt bean honour unto kim who hath thus 
highly honoured thee. In the laſt place, be- 


lieve and rejoyce, that Chriſt is that ſpiritual. 


Rock out of which thou art cut to make one of 
this ſpiritual þuilding, that ſo thou mayſi un- 


derſitand that in him alone thou liveit, moveſt 


and injoyeſt this thy ſpiritual. being ; and that 
therefore unto him alone thou oughteſt to 
aſcribe all poſſible praiſe and honour, with 
hearty thankſgiving, and humble adoration 
both now and for ever. 

Look now upon the ſurpaſſing beauty of this 
ſpiritual building, and thou mayſt here be- 
hold (to thy ſouls un{peakable comfort ) that 
God himſelf is the builder and the maker of 


' It, in whoſe work there can. be nothing 


wanting, either of wiſdom to frame, of power 


| | * to raiſe, of ſtrength to ſupport, or of beauty to 


adorn; each part thereof (by his Divine Sym- 
metry ) being ſo proportionabiy fitted and ſo 
ftrongly cemented unto other i( in that bleed 
union of Love, which 1s the bond of peace ) 
that each is a ſupport and firengthening unto 
other, and all unto the whole: Chriſt Jeſus 


4. the corner ſtone unto the building, the build- 


ing unto it ſelf, each part of it unto. the 


- whole, an! all unto every part, ( the bleſſed 


communion of Saints unto each bleſſed be- 
liever) is a beauty ſo incomparable that even 


that 


ought to be unto thee, Believe that thy Lord 
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that-even Chriſt himſelf is fain to double his 
Encomium of it : Cant. 1. 14. Behold thow art 


fair my love , Behold thou art fair, thow art alto= 


gether lovely : this is that lovely beauty of this 
holy ſtructure which the Prophet David gives 
thee an account of, waen he ſaith, Feruſalem 
ts a city which t at unity within it ſelf ; and this 
is that alſo which S. Fohn tells thee, Revel.21. 
2, 3- And 1 Fohn ſaw the holy City,the new Feru- 
ſale, come down from God, prepared as a bride 
trimmed for her husband. 

Neither is this glorious beauty only in the 
whole, but alſo in the very meaneſt part here- 
of, how vile or deſpicable ſoever it may ap- 
pear unto the worlds eye : even the very 
pooreſt true believer is an obje& ſo lovely, fo 
amiable, ſo beautiful in Gods eye, that he 
can never look off from it 3 he can never caſt 
his eye from the Righteous in Chriſt, in what- 
ſoever ſtate or condition he finds him : His 
eye ts upon the righteows, ſaith the Pſalmiſt, Pſalm 
34. 15, aud hu ear t open to their prayer , ſaith 
S. Peter, 1 Pet. 3.12, And this ſo much de- 
Lghted eye of God, is Oculus firmatus (as the 
T atine Bible reads it ) an eye which is ſo fa- 
ſteneC4 and fixed upon him, that it never remo- 
veth: Yea, ſo exceeding earneſtly 1s this hjs 
eye of affection fixed upon all, and every part 
of this his holy building, thai he gratiouſly 
proclaims its beauty, not only with a double 
Ecce , Behold , but alſo with an amorons in- 
gemination , with an earneſt iteration of 
ſpeech, Cant, 4. 1. Behold , thou art fair my 
love, behold thor ars fair thou art all fair and there 
& #9 [fot in thee, | 
For 


144 The Chiſſtian Monitoz. 

For God { who is beauty it ſelf) to look 
upon the beauty of this his ſpiritual building 
with ſuch an amorous eye of affection as to 
behold it without ſpot or blemiſh, is a favour 
ſo high, ſo great, ſo glorious, as that it far 
tranſcends the tongues of men and Angels to 
expreſs itz and yet ſuch is the beauty of this 
ſpiritual building, as that there is yet a far 
higher honour done unto all kis Saints; for 
God (whois infinitely great ai:d glorious) is 
not only much delighted to behold it, but is 
grat'ouſly well-pleaſed to come down and 
dwell in it. Beho'd, 1aith S.Fohn, Revel 21. 3, 
the tabernacle of God #s with men, and he will dwell 
with them, and th:y ſhall be his people, and God 
kinſelf ſhall be their God with them, and ſhall wipe 
away all tears from their eyes, Of which like- 
wiſe we have yet a farther ard moſt comforta- 
ble aſſvrance even from the mouth of God 
himſelf, Iſaiah 57.17. 1 am the high and holy 
God dwelling in the high'f heavens, with him alſo 
that is of an humble and contrite ſpirit , to re- 
vive the ſpirit of the humble; (of tim that is 
truly ſorrowful for his ſins, who buildeth not 
upon his own rizhteouſneſs, but upon the righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt.) 

O the wonderful condeſcention of an ever 
bleſed God ! how high is this favour ? how 
great is this honour ? how unvaluable, how 
unutterable this love ? unto his beautiFul and 
dearly _— ©pouſe the Church; and unto 
each peculiar member of it : Who can \uffici- 
ently admire it? what mortal man is able fully 
to apprehend it ? Let us all therefore humbly 
adore it, and joyfully and. thankfully _—_ 
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our ſelves with holy David, 'P/al. $. 4.::Lord 
what 15 man that thou remembreſt him, -or th: Son 
of man thou thus viſit ff him? Thou haſt made him 
bat little lower than the Angels, and crowned him 
with glory and honour ; with honour by theſe 
thy gratious viſits inthis life, with glory by 
tame eternal imbraces in the life to come. - 
Thon haſt already ſeen ſome ſmall appear- 
ances of the tranſcendent honour, and incom- 
parable beauty of this ſpiritual building 3 I {hall 
now indeayour ( as God ſhall inable me) to 
ſhew thee the wonderful ſtrength of it: And 
here in the firſt place, thou mayſt behold (to 
thy ſouls exceeding comfort ) rhat this 15 tnat 
bleſſed building whoſe eternal foundation 15 
{fo ſurely laid, that neither the allurements of 
the world, the corruptions of the flelh, nor the - 
temptations of the Devil, thall ever be able 
to prevail againſt it, for God loved us from 
the beginning; and S. Fohn tells us, x Fohn 
4. 10. that whom he loveth, he loveth to the end : 
the bleſſed foundation is ſure , the building 
ſtrong, the duration eternal. | 
He that buildeth on the ſandy foungztion of 
his own righteouſneſs, may well fear the ſafe- 
ty of his building, and the ſuddenneſs of its 
fall : for when the tempeſluons winds of Gods 
tacenſed wrath againſt ſinners, ſhall blow up- 
on it, it muſt then needs be overthrown and 
Fall, an4 the fall thereof (as Chriſt himſelf 
tells us ) ſhall be great. But now our comfort 
and aſſurance is that this bleſſed corner ſtone 
on which we build, is that rock of Ages 
which can never fail, againſt awbich the gates sf 
be it felf (as Chriſt tells us, a4anth, 15. 18;) 
_ UH Jak 
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ſhall never be able to prevail : If our building 


were on works, our election then were un- 
certain, but now it i on faith, we may affure 


''. our ſouls, it is both ſure and eternal; that 


Gods gratious eye of mercy is upon us, to par- 
don our weakneſs and accept our willingneſs, 


that his holy Spirit is in us, to guide and dire& 


us to the happy means conducing to the bleſſed 
end, faith, holineſs and perſeverance ;- faith to 
Jay hold upon bis grations promiſes; holineſs 
to conform us to his bleſſed likenefs 3-and per- 
ſeverance in both, to aſſure our ſouls of his 
gratious performance ( the bleſſed end of our 
creation) the ſaving of our pretions ſouls. 
This holy building may indeed be ſorely 


ſhaken, but ſeeing, it can never poſſibly be 


overturned, it is the ſureſt argument of its 
greater ſtrength : the temptations of the world 
-may for a time ſo powerfully aſault it, that it 
may ſeem to ſhake ; the corruptions of nature 
may ſo far undermine it, that it may appear to 
be in danger ; the winnowings of Satan may fo 
Far prevail againſt it, that there may be great 
need of Chriſts prayers to ſupport it, and which 
is yet a far greater (and indeed the very great- 
eſt of all dangers to it) even Chriſt himſelf 
this bleſed corner ſtone may ( by reaſon 
of tke former - ſhakings occafioned by fin ) 


_ :ſeem for ſome time to deſert it, and take no 


farther care of it. | 
This hath been the ſad condition even of the 
very deareſt of Gods children, who as they 
have had their ſinful aberrations from grace, 
ſo they have likewiſe had their ſad Ceſertions 
.of Gods holy ſpirit, and their woſul — 
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of his gratious return, by which their ptetious 
faith hath to them ſeemed to be much weaken- 
ed, if not greatly indangered ;ſo that: as they 
have had (by Gods bleſſed fpirit being pre- 
ſent. with them ) their exaltations of joy , ſo 
likewiſe by theſe his deſertions, their flu&tua- 
tions of ſorrow, as{ad memorials of their hu- 
mane frailties > And here we may behold Nob 
and Lsr, grievouſly ſinning, and for Gods ab- 
ſence no doubt but ſadly ſforrowing 3 Fonah 
ſeemingly caſt -out ef Gods fayour, and even 
ready To deſpair; David a long time ſecurely 
reſting in ſin, and thereby (for the loſs of 
Gods preſence) grievoully afflicted with fſor- 
row, {ſadly bewailing his abſence, and even 
almoſt deſpairing of his gratious return 3' cry- 
ing out 1n the bitterneſs and anguith of his 
foul , Pſal. 77. 7,8, 9. verſes, Wil the Lord 
abſent himſelf for ever, and will he ſhew no more 
favour ? u his mercy clean gone for evermore ? 
 Hath God forgotten to be gratious, and bath he ſhut 


' wp bis tender mercy i# diſpleaſure ? Here indeed | 
we may behold this ſtructure violently ſhaken, 
- and (unto mans eye.) in apparant and great 


danger to be-overturned : but now ſee (to thy 
ſouls (atisfa&ion ) the moſt gratious ſupport z 
for it follows in a breath : And I ſaid this is my 
death, but F will remember the years of the yight 
hand of the miſt highs although by the frailty of 
mine own corrupt nature, I am even ready to 
fink into the depth of deſpair (the death of my 
ſoul ) yet by Gods fupporting grace I can re- 
member with comfort that I am his child, thar 


he hath therefore ſuffered me to fall, that by ; 
true and timely repentance and his grace aſfſt- *: 
H-2 a WS 
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ing, I may be raiſed up to more ſpiritual 
firength, that ſo-where fin hath :abounded, 
there grace may abound much more, to his 
glory and mine own eternal comfort ; from 
whence I will with joy conclude, that my foun- 
dation is ſure, my building ſtrong , and my 
election in Chriltarrevocable. Thus ſweetly 
.ready 1s the Lord to ſupport all thoſe. that build 
upon him, and to give them ſpiritual comfort 
1n their greateſt need. a 

Comfort thy {elf therefore in this whoſoever 


_ thou art that groaneſt under the weighty preſ- 


ſure of thy ſfins3 that although thou art a 
while forſaken for thy ſins ſake, yet that thou 
art undoubtedly - beloved for thy ; Saviours 
ſake ; thoſe eves of mercy which ever looked 
gratioufly upon repenting ſinners upon earth, 
cannot now be diſdainful in heaven : We have 
Chriſts bleſſed promile for it, Fohn 15.26, If 7 
go from you, I will ſend you the comforter; we 
may all therefore ſafely aſſure our ſelves, that 
are of this building,that he will never leave 
us, that he will never forſake us, that he will 
never leave us totally, that he will never.for- 
ſake us finally, that he will never fo leave us, 
as not to leave ſome ſeeds of (ſaving grace re- 
maining in.us, whereby we may afltire our 
ſelves, that he hath not wholly withdrawn 
his grace from-us, but only the preſent com- 
Fort of his grace from working in us. We may 
for a time be forſaken for fin: We may be 
forſaken in the puniſhment for fin ; We-may 
be forſaken in the ſeverity of this puniſhment : 
We may be forſaken in the fearful-epprehen- 


Loa of Gygs caſting of us off in this leveriry : 


We 
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We may beſo forſaken that even the very foun- 
dation of this our ſpiritual buttding may ſeem 
rous to be moved, and the whole ftrugure of 
our.ſpiritual confolations even ready to fall: 
and yet for all this we may with Joy aſſure ous 
ſouls, that we (hall never be (o caſt off as to be 
quite forſaken : for which (as the comfortable 
cloſe of our aſſured ſtrength in this our ſpi> 
rit2al ſtructure) we have Gods own promiſe 
by the mouth of his holy Prophet to confirm it,. 
Iſaiah 54. For a moment have I forſaken thee, 
but with everlifting kindneſs will I gather thee : 
therefore, as unto the ſtrength of this our ſpiri- 
tual building, let us comfort one another with 
theſe words. 6 Ye: 

I am now come in the laſt place to ſhew thee. 
the exceeding ſweetneſs of the ſafety of thy 
ſpiri-ual Building, that thou may lt ritereby 
ſce the truly bleſſed condition ( both in (oul 


. and body) of all thoſe happy ones that are tru- 


ly builded. on this. bleſſed foundation. And 
here (with 3oy ) thou mayſt behold that more 
eſpecial and peculiar eye of God's holy Pro- 
vidence upon all-his faithful and ele& Chil- 
dren, moſt ſweetly ordering and diſpoſing all 
the occurrences of this life unto their very 
great advantages, Temptations, atfli&ions, 
croſles, calamities, perſecutions , even their 
very lins, even the very malice of the Devil, 
all working together to the belt for them, in 
and through him who hath thus dearly loved 
them, and 15 now and ever interceding for 
them in whom alone (as in their ſureſt: for- 
treſs) they joyfully and ſafely reſt them'elves, 
and unto which in all their dangers (both of 
H 3 ſoul 
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foul and body (with holy David) they always 
cheerfully reſort. | 

If Fofeph be ſorely aflifted by being ſold 
into Ey pt by his brethren, it is that he may 
thereby become a Steward to provide food in 
the time of famine to ſuſtain his Father and 
his Brethren : if David be in trouble, it is be- 
cauſe it was good for him, that he thereby 
might not forget his God, and ſo have gone 
aſtray : if Daniel be in Captivity, it is to raife 


 himunto honour ; that fo thereby the captive 


Nation of the Jews might be preſerved : if 
the holy Martyrs endure the puniſhment of 
fire for Chriſt's ſake, it is to cloath them in 
long white robes to follow the Lamb in glo» 
Ty. : if Paul be buſſeted by Satan with fore 
temptations, it is to let him know, that he 
ſhould-not exalt himfelf above meaſure,and be 
ſpiritually proud of his abundance of Revela- 
tio:!s: if he bear in his body the marks of the 
Lord Jeſus by ſcourging, by impriſonment, 
by hungring and thirſting often, it is that he 
thereby may be more than Conquerour 
(through him that loveth him) by his Chriſtian 
patience Poſſeſling his own ſoul, and by h's 
bleſſed example gaining the fonls of others; 
and by his full aſſurance that (by theſe his ſuf- 
ferings) having born the Image of theearthly 
Jeſus, he ſhall afo bear theImage of the heaven- 
ly. If he finds a Law im his members revelling 
againſt the-law of his mind;;and leading him ca- 
Pptive to the Law of fin, it is to let him know 
that God hath concluded all things under fin, 
that his grace may abound unto all thoſe that 


- crucifie the Juſts of the fleſh, Yea ſuch ts the 
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Cafe and ſweet condition of the Saints, that 
in whatſoever condition they are, they have 


both ſafety of Body and ſecurity of foul, Yea 


ſo truly m_ is their condition, that even 
the 'very greateſt of the (ſufferings of this life 
are given unto them for the greateſt bleſſings, 
as S. Paul witneſſeth, Phil, 1. 29. To you it ts 
given (as a peculiar mercy) that ye ſhoald not on- 
ly believe in. him, but alſo ſuffer for his names 
ſake, by which ye are made conformable to the [uf- 
ferings of Cbrift : by theſe ſufferings ir is that 


'we are humbled for our ſins, weaned from- 


the World, more nearly united to Chriſt, and 
( which is the ſum of all ) hereby we glori- 
fie our God in this life, that thereby ke: 
may give us att increaſe of glory in the life to 
come. 

From this their bleſſed ſafety, ariſeth their 
contentedneſs and quietneſs of ſpirit, in what- 
ſoever ſtate or condition of lite the Lord 15 
pleaſed to pyt them. If injuries be offered, 
they meekly receive them and piouſly return 
their prayers far them, as well knowing thit 
thoſe who offer injuries to others do - thereby 
offer the greateſt injury to their own ſoul. 
If poverty afflit them, they know it is to 
make them rich in grace, and thereby great 
in glory ; they are therefore well contented 
with it, and can ſay with comfort(even in their 
very greateſt neceſſities) with David, Pſal. 
37+. 16. Alte that therighteows hath is better than 
great revenues of the wicked. 

If the world ſmile upon them they are 
humble under it, and thankful for it ; if it 
frown (with holy David ) they can patiently 
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foul and body (with holy David) they always 
cheerfully reſort. 

If Fofeph be ſorely aflited by being ſold 
into Ey pt by his brethren, it is that he may 
thereby become a Steward to provide food in 
the” time of famine to ſuſtain his Father and 
his Brethren : if David be in trouble, it is be- 
cauſe it was good for him, that he thereby 
might not forget his God, and ſo have gone 
altray : if Daniel be in Captivity, it is to raife 
him unto honour ; that fo thereby the captive 
Nation of the Jews might be preſerved : if 
the holy Martyrs endure the puniſhment of 
fire for Chriſt's ſake, it is to cloath them in 
long white robes to follow- the Lamb in glo» 
Ty. : if Paul be buſfeted by Satan with fore 
remptations, it js to let him know, that he 
ſhould -not exalt himfelf above meaſure,and be 
ſpiritually proud of his abundance of Revela- 
tions: if he bear in his body the marks of the 
Lord Jeſus by ſcourging, by impriſonment, 
by hungring and thirſting often, it is that he 
thereby may be more than Conquerour 
(through him that loveth him) by his Chriſtian 
patience poſſeſſing his own ſoul, and by his 
bleſſed example gaining the fonls of others; 
and by his full aſſurance that (by theſe his ſuf- 
ferings) having born the Image of theearthly 
Teſus, he ſhall aWfo bear theImage of the heaven- 
ly. If he finds a Law in his members revelling 
againſt the-law of his mind;;and leading him ca- 
Pptive to the Law of fin, it is to let him know 
that God hath concluded all things under fin, 
that his grace may abound unto all thoſe that 
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Cafe and ſweet condition of the Saints, that 
in whatſoever condition they are, they have 


both ſafety of Body and ſecurity of foul, Yea 


ſo truly bleed is their condition, that even 
the very greateſt of the ſufferings of this life 
are given unto them for the greateſt bleſſings, 
as S. Paul witneſſeth, Phil. 1. 29. To you it is 
given (as a peculiar mercy) that ye ſbonld uot on- 
ly believe in. him, but alſo ſuffer for his names 
ſake, by which ye are made conformable to the [uſ- 
ferings of Chri# : by theſe ſufferings ir is that 


'we are humbled for our fins, weaned from © 


the World, more nearly united to Chriſt, and 
( which is the (um of all ) hereby we glori- 
fie our God in this life, that thereby ke: 
may give us at increaſe of glory in the life to 
come. 

From this their bleſſed ſafety, ariſeth their 
contentedneſs and quietneſs of ſpirit, in what- 
ſoever ſtate or condition of lite the Lord 1s 
pleaſed to pyt them. If injuries be offered, 
they meekly receive them and piouſly return 
their prayers for them, as well knowing that 
thoſe who offer injuries to others do - thereby 
offer the greateſt injury to their own ſoul. 
If poverty afflict them, they know it is to 
make them: rich in grace, and thereby great 
inglory; they are therefore well contented 
with it,and can ſay with comfort{(even in their 
very greateſt neceſſities) with David, Pſal. 
37. 16. Alte that therighteows hath is better than 

reat revenues of the wicked. 

If the world ſmile upon them they are 
humble under it, and thankful for it :; if it 
frown (with holy David) they can patiently 
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farry the Lord's Iciſure $3 for they know aſ- 
ivredly tFat be 1s their he'per,and that no good 
thing wil! ke with-hold from fhem that love 
him, as David tells us Pſal. 34. #0, 

If fetnefs ſeize upon them, they can fay 
chearſully with 1d £17, It is the Lord, -let hm 
ao what he Twill, and with holy Fob, 13. 15, 
Althouzh the i ord kill me gee wuill Tiruft in lim , 
for with holy David, they well know that 
te maketh their bed in their ſickneſs ; their 
bed of afi&ion ro humble them, and their bed 
of conſolation to fupport them 3; Hu rod and has 
faſſ they comfort them. 

I will lead thee but one ſtep farther, and 
that ſ-all be from thy ſafety in temptations 
and affi&jons of life, to thy fecurity in thofe 
cark ani ſilent Chambers of Death, that we 
may there examine what may be found in 
them, that may deſerve the name > fear or 
danger to the righteous. And here we ſhall 
furely find, that. as our lives are ſafe, ſoeven 
our very deaths are {ufe- and pretious : for 
which we have the ſweet and fafe aſſurance 
of the Lord himſelf, Tſaiah 25. 20. Come my 
people, faith he, enter thou into thy Chambers, and 
reſt thee there , as it were for a little moment, 


ill the indignation be overpaſt; the body into 


the lower room | the grave, the foul into 


thoſe upper rooms of glory, where it (hall re- 


main in perfe& joy and felicity, and be again 
reſtored to the ſame body in incorruption and 
eternal glory. 

'What matter is it now though the body 
fleep in ſilence, fo it reſt in ſafety ? who. can 
be ſad to ſee it- returning to duſt, while = 
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duſt is prepaing for glery, of which not-one 
atome hall be loſt, but all reſtored: with ad- 
vantage ; for corruption it ſhall put on-1ncor- 
ruption; for mortality immortality and glory. 
O the ever blefled condition of the Saints ! 
how. unſpeakable is their happ.neſs, how tran- 
fcendent their honour, how amiable their 
beauty, how great their ſtrength, how invio»- 
lable their ſafety, how ſweet their quiet and 
content, how ravilhing their joy , how unx 
ſpeakable their comfort, and how unſearcn- . 
able their glory ! ſo great, ſo infinitely high 
and raviſhing, even beyond all. the ihalow 
thoughts of ſinful man, that even but the 
leaſt appearance of it may be well accounted 
by S. Fawul, au exceeding 4weight of gl y, fuch and . 
ſo great, that none can poſſiblybear more Ble{[- 
ed Lord,(ecing we cannot now comprehend it; 
let us hereafter be comprehended of it, 45- 
men, 


PIOUS: AD MONITIONS 


Upon the preceding Meditations. | 


Ft what thou .haſt now read, in the firſt * 
place, be matter of Caution, that this. 


bleſſed Corner-ſtone. Chriſt- Jeſus be not .care=- 


leſly and finfully zefuſed by thee, amd ſo be- 
come unto thee{as S. Peter-tells thee the carnaÞ 
Builders ofthis wozld make-it unto themſelves, _ 
1Pet.2.8.} A ffane 16 fumble at, a rock of offence, 
who. axe much ofignded at the . fincerity of 
H5 Chilt's 
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Chriſt's:-Do&rine, who (with Balaam) would: 


gladly dic the death of the righteous ; but 
with Parl cannot afford willingly and chear- 


Fully. to beat down their bodies (their cor- 


rupt natures, their carnal deſires) that the 
inward man may rejoicez who love Chriſt, 
but not his Croſs. O ket not the bleſſed yoke of 
Chriſt (which he himſelf hath told thee is an 
eaſie yoke) ſeem hard unto thee, nor that 
burthen heavy, which thou wilt find ( as 
Chriſt aſſures thee) to be light. Let not there- 


fre the deſpiſed or perſecuted flate of the 


Churct at any-time diſcourage thee, Let 
Reaſon laugh , (@ Faith may triumph; for 
Faith ſhall be vi&orious, and Reaſon captiv'd. 


| Remember that Chriſt was. a Man of forrows, 


never ſeen to laugh, butoften to weep 3 and 
that therefore it. is moſt meet that a true re- 
femblance ſhould be found between the ſuffer- 
ing Head and the aflited members 3 For if ave 
ſuffer with him bere, wwe ſhall alſo there be glorified 
igether auth him, 


In the next place let this admoniſh thee to- | 


deal truly with thy felf, to ſearch narrowly 
tor fin, and (where thou findeſt thy ſelf fail- 
ing) to pray earneſtly for pardon, to ſue hear- 
tily for grace, to hate and abhor- all ungodli- 
neſs, (as moſt diſkonourable to fo great a Ma- 
Ker, to ſo high a calling, to fo noble: and di- 
vine anextraqas thy pretionsſoul1s of 3) to 
hungerand thirſt after righteouſneſs, and gra- 
cioufly to perfevere therein; . whgreby thow 
mayſt aſſure thy foul that. thou- art firmly 
builded: on this bleffed Corner-ftone Chriſt Je- 
jus, that builds thee up to everlaſting hap- 
pineſs. | Ect 


FZ7Y 


* righteouſneſs 1s but as filthy ra 
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Let this thy truly bleſſed, honourable, and 
eternal iru&ure, upon this ſure and ſafe foun- 
dation Chriſt Je'us, in the next place admo- 
niſh thee to humility of ſoul, and thankful- 
neſs of heart, whohaſt nothing of thine own 
to offer unto God as a.ranſom for thy ſins : 
for that (as Devid tells thee Pal. 49.7 ) man 
muſk; let alone for ever; tte very beſt of whole 

* andthe ve- 
ry beſt of whoſe ſervice unprofitable, O Iet 
this hispretious love unto thee bl thy heart 
with love to him, .and-.thy mouth with prajſes 
of him. As thou art firmly fixe1'on this . 
bleſſed Corner-ſtone, where thou art both 
truly ſafe, and eternally bleſſed; ſo let thy 
heart be firmly fixed to walk chearfully and 
Joyfully and conſtantly.in his holy ways, and 
thy tongue be ever ready to ſhew torth his 


raiſes, -and (out of this thy fervent love to - | 


is. goodneſs and inflamed zeal to his glory ) 


to invite others thereunto, and ſay with holy _ 


David, O praiſe the Lord with me., all ye his 
Saints , and l:t ws magnifie his name togeth:y, 


When thou canſt thus, happily: .order thy. con- 


verſation aright, thou, mayſt afure thy ſoul - 


with joy,that thou art one of this bleNed bu Id- 

ing, that thy foundations ſure,and thy build-, 
ing ſafe ; and that thereby thy joy will be un- 

utterable, thy peace inviolable; thy lite ſweet, 
and thy death bleſſed 3 which the Lord in mer-. 
Cy grant unto.us all, _ LL 
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THE PRAYER. 


Thou good and: gracious Shepherd of my fiu-fick 
ſoul, the Rock of my ſafet 4 the yay fie: of 

m7 Joy, the ſweetneſs of, my ifs and comfort of my 
death,rhe Lord's anointed, and my moſt'merciful and 
ever bleſſed Feſws 3 in whom alone Ilive,and move, 
and have my ſpiritual being ; who ( out of thins 
abundayt love and merty- unto man ) cameſt into 
the world to ſeck and 10 ſave thoſe that are loff, 


that find:/# whom thou ſeekeſt, and loſes none of 


. Thoſe whom theu haſt found ; who for my ſake haſt 


Jhed thy pretious bloud to be aranſom to the Father 
for me * ſuffer me not, 0 Lord, thy loſt ſhtep,*vho 
have ſo long flraied from thee into the ſtrange pa- 

are cf imprety, Tohow theu baſfnow at laſtfound 


and brought home im ſafety to thy bleſſed fold-, 0 


ſuffer me not, Ihumbly pray thee, t» wander any ' 


more out of thy wwaies, thoſe ſafe and pleaſant 
paths that lead me 0 contemr and happineſs : 0 


ho'd thou up my goings in theſe blefjed paths of 


. Fhine, that my feet ſlip not, that I- incline not 19 


my former folies : Lord as I have lutherio been 
<uholly.carnal(fer thy tender love ſake unto me)make 
me now wholly ſpiritual, that- ſo I may be firmly 
Founded, by a 1ruecawd living faith, on thee my ſure 
and bleſſed Corner-frone '; that thereby I'may ras 
iy know thee, filially fear thee, entirely lowe thee, 
joyfully delight in thee, and for ever give my ſout 
and body as a living. ſacrifice unto thee : Lord 
Grengthen and ſupport the weakneſs of my waver- 
ang faith ; 0 neurifh and, cheriſh it by the bleſſed 

| | ' breathings. 
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breathings of thy holy Spirit in me 3 and for thy 
rich mercy ſake unto me, in all the weakneſſes and 
infirmities of my ſinful and corrupt nature, in all 
the allurements and enticements of thy evil world, 
in all the aſſaults and temptations of the Devil, 
in all the troubles and difturbances of life, and in 
all the terours and aſſrightment of Death, let thy 
grace (0 Lord) be ſufficient for me : grant this 
fuer Feſwa, for thy precious blood ſake, which was 
{pilt upou the Croſs for me a miſerable ſinner, 
Amen, 


of the ſad and deplorable State of the Wicked, ins 
the deformity ueakneſs and ruine of their carnat 
Building ,finfully raiſed upon the falſe and ſandy 
foundation of their own Rightcouſneſs,and their 
vain hopes of mercy, in the ſinful imoyments of 
the World. h 


TJ You haſt already (to thy ſoul's exceeding 
comfort) ſeen the bleſſed ſtate of the righ=. 
teous, in the honour, beauty, ſtrength and 
fafety of their ſpiritual Building ; I6am now 
come to ſhew thee ( as God (hall farther di- 
re& me) the {ad and mot deplorable conditi- | 
on of the wicked, in the weaknels, ſalſeneſs 
and eternal ruine-of their carnal; that when 
thou haſt beheld them (with forrow for them) 
whom S., Paul could not without tears, thou 
m3\l thereby be more deterred from the waies 
: | of 
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of wickedneſs, and every day be more and | 
more in love with holineſs, and thereby grow 

up at- laſt unto the bleſſed meaſure of the 

ooh ſtature of the perfe& man in Chriſt 

Jelus, PEERS: | 

Theſe are thoſe unhappy Builders that SB. | 

Peter tes us of, 1 Pet, 2: 8, whom he terms the $ 

diſobedTent ones, unto whom this bleſſed Cor- 

ner ſtone Chriſt Jeſus , is become a ſtone to | 

{tumble at and a rock of offence. Whoſe fin- = 

ful diſobedience was in their refuſing Chriſt, 

and whole, dreadful puniſhment ſhall bein 

Chriſt's refnſing them. And theſe -are now 

thoſe thrice unhappy Builders, who build up- 

{| onthe ſtraw and ſiubble of their own imper- 

1 fe holineſs, the merits of their works, where- 

i by the Lord of life is become uſelEs to them, . 
And theſe are thofe alſo, whoſe God js their belly, * 
hoſe glory is their ſhame,quhs mind earthly things; | 
unto whom, as S. Pawl tells vs, 1 Cor. 4. the | 
bleſſed Saints of God are accounted fooliſh, 
weak and deſpicable, the very dung and of- | 
ſcouring of the earth 3; but to their ſorrow, 

' they ſhall one day find, that theſe are God's 
choſen Jewels, who ſhall then-be comforted, 
when they ſhall tormented 5 where they ſhall 
too late find, that thezr foundation was falſe, | 
their ſtruKure weak, and that the ruire ſhall | 

_ - remain for ever. R 

And here thou-mayſt firſt behold it in the - 
weakneſs, and falſencfs of its ſandy foundati- | 
on, the riches of iniquity, the vain glorious 

MN honours, and the ſinful pleaſures of this tran- 9 
Þ} fitory-life, on which, as on a ſure Ind firm 

| foundation, the carnal Builder raiſe:th up his | 

: MOCMmegse. | 
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monentany ſiru&ure (his hopes of happinefs 
in this life ) and vainly hopes for pardon of. 
his ſins in'that to come-3 whereby this prett- _ 
eus Corner-ſtone is refuſed, the ſeverity of 
his do&rine diſtaſted , the taking up of his 
croſs, and following of him in the new birth 
avoided, and the mean and perſecuted ſtate. 
of his Church upon earth utterly deſpifed >: . 
neither is it indeed any great wonder, jf we 
well conſider of the true cauſe of this miſtake, 
which S:Fohs tells -us, Fohn 1. 5. 4s their ſpi- 
ritual blindneſs, The l:ghr ( faith he ) ſhinech - 
in darkneſs, and the darkneſs comprehendath it net : 
The carnal man, ſaith the Apoſtle , beholdeth not 
the things of #he ſpirit, neither indeed can: our - 
bleſſed Saviour gives vs the reaſon. of it in 
theſe words, The Ged of this world, ( the ſinful 
vanities of hfe') having blinded him , ſo that. 
he cannot ſee thoſe bleſſed things that are be-- 
longing to his everlaſting peace : from whence 
It is that he can neither ſee his preſent danger, 
nor prevent his future falL | 

For the clearer diſcovery whereof, let us- 
now ( by ' the bleſſed light of Gods ſacred 
word) ſiritly examine either of theſe builders... 
an the firſt place, jn-theAuppoſed ſtrength of * 
their miſtaken foinJations, and we ſhall ſoon 
fi-d that theſe are thoſe ſandy ones, of which 
our tlefted Saviour fpeaks, Aatth. 7. 27. 
whereon thatfooliſh building was ere&ed, 0#- 
which when the winds blew, and the waves beat, it 
fel, and the fall thereof was great, 

Firft then as to the ctrvil Juſticiary , who- 
buildeth on the falfe foundation of his own: 
righteouſne(s ; how may we come to the 
Knowledge of him? in what corner of the 


earth 


' of holy David, Pſal. 143. 2. where he both de- 
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earth ſhall we find him ? if we fhall ask as 
Moſes bids us ab extremo celorum ad extremum, 
from one fide of heaven to the. other, although 
Feruſalem were ſearched with candles;(as the Pro- 
phets Phraſe 1s) Zeph. 1.12, yet the queſtion 
may be put, whether one righteous man may 
be found ? The-Prophet' Michiuh, Mich. 7. 2. 
( as it ſeems upon inquiry made) returns a 
won ej} inventus, that he was not any where to 
be found 3 The Righteous man, ſaith he, © pe- 
iſhed out of the earth, there is *mone upright, none 
righteous among men; Nay,God himfelf whoſe 
eye is every where, could not eſpy ſo much as 
one righteous man , Pſal. 32. There #. none, 
ſaith he, that doth good, wo not one,. Pſal. 53. 4, 
Man indeed in his firſt creation , was made in 
the image of God, that is,in Righteouſneſs and. 
true holineſs 3 but now ſuch are the miſerable 
and wretched effe&s of his apoſtaſy, that none 
can now be ſaid to be righteous before God ; 
to be legally righteous , perfe&ly righteous, 
EexaAly righteous 3 none righteous in himſelf, 
and-from himſelf, none. meritoriouſly righte- 
ous; none ſo righteous, as that he may dire By 
to rely upon his own righteouſneſs for his juſti- . 
fication before.God 3 none ſo righteous, asro 
make a plea of his own righteouſneſs, before 
the infinite juſtice of:Gog- | 
From bence was that of S. Augaſtin : Ve etiam, 
laudabils homiuum vita fs remota miſericordia 
diſcutietur, Wo even to the moſt;upright man 
if his life ſhall be examined without mercy, 
From hence allo was that paſſionate exprefion 


% 


clines and deprecates that ſevere trial of his | 
own. 
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own righteouſneſs in theſe words, Domine ne 
intres in iudicium ; enter not into Fudgment , O 
Lcrd: Tf holy David, a man after Gods own 
heart, was ſore afraid of the very entrance 
into Judgment , what ſinful man alive (hall 
be able to endure the fevere ſentence and exe- 
cation thereof ? | 

Upon this falſe foundation . 15 arrogantly 
raiſed that their ſinful ſiru&ure of ſpiritual 
pride of good works, which indeed are ne- 
ceiſary , as the companions of faith , but not 
as competitors with Chriſts merits, to make an 
attonement for ſin, and a reconciliation for 
mercy 3 ſeeing that even the very beſt ofthem, 
11 Gods all-ſearching eye , are no better than' 
vile and filthy garments, full of pollution and' 
uncleanneſs.3 with which whoſoever is found, 
not having on the wedding garment, the pre- 
tious robe of Chriſts righteouſneſs to cover 
him, ſhall be bound hand and foot, and caſt 
out into utter darkneſs, where ſhall be weeping 
and gnaſhing of teeth. 

On this is alſo raiſed that fifitious ard 
pretumptuous faith of meriting for others 3 


- that weak and ſinful fru&ure of our eternal. 


election, cauſed by foreſeen faith and good 
works, whereby Gods eternal Decree (which 
S. Paul tells us ſtands ſure, as the bleſſed foun- 
dation of our eternal building in Chriſt ) is 
ma.'\e weak, reyocable, and uncertain $3 front 
whence alfo, their faith in Chr | muſt needs 

be lame and imperfe&, as partly grounded on - 
his merits, and partly on their own; their 
hope in his mercy no longer lively than their 
truſt in their own inherent holineſs vigorous, 


(which 
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( which through the ſinful failings of corrupt 
nz'ure, evenin the very beit of men, is often 
weak and languithing; ) their love. unto 
Chriſt their Saviour ( which ought to be in- 
tire ) moſt {infully divided 3 and even the 
bleſied ſufferings of their bleTed Saviour, an 
in{ufficient (ſacrifice for ſin, without their merits 


of condignity to merit with itz by which. 
moſt {infully facrilegious preſumption , the 


free love of Gol in Chriſt Jeſus 1s (infully and 
wickedly undervalued., his free-grace (which 
1n mans {alvation onght only to abound ) un- 
thankfully diminiſhed, and bis. great glory 


(which God himſelf ſaith, he will not give to- 


another) moſt preſumptuouſly eclipſed. Theſe, 
and other ſuch like ſtraw and fiubble as theſe 
are; $.P mul beats down tothe ground: Every 
ſtrong bold and every high imagination , ( of rea- 
. ſon, of works, of merits,) hat exalt themſelves 
againff Chriſt ,muſt be brought low , 2 Cor. 10, 5. 
and our Sayiour himſelf, even unto hell ; Ex- 
cept your righteouſn:[s exceed the (legal) righ- 
r20uſun:ſs of th: Scribes and Phariſeesy ye cannot 
enter into the kingdom of God, Matth.<.20. 

Thele are the great miſtakes and finful fail- 
- Ings of thoſe Adulterous builders, who mix the 
traditions of men with Gods facred word, 
their own inherent holineſs with Chriſts righ- 
teouſneſs,. and their own merits with Gods 
mercy; theſe are thoſe towering ficuctures, 
that lift up their lofty heads, even to the high- 
eſt heavens, that arrogantly preſume upon the 
weak and ſandy foundation of their own righ- 
teouſneſs : which when the ſtrong tempeſt of 
Gods incenfed awrath ſhall blow upoa it , muſt 
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of neceſſity fall, and the fall thereof will be 
exceeding grear , even from their hopes of 
heaven, to the loweſt hell : for their foundation 
is falſe, their building weak and high, and 
their ruine irrecoverable and eternal. | 


A ſecond ſort of carnal builders are thofe 
unhappy-ones, who build their falſe belief and 
vain hopes of keaven, upon the falſe founda- 
tion of obtaining mercy by the merits of Chriſt, 
notwithſtanding their ungodly reſolutions of 
continuing {till in their fins; without either 
ſaving faith, to fix ſurely upon him , lively 
hope, and holy confidence of heart ſurely to . 
truſt in him, filial fear, willingly and cheer- 
fully, and joyfully, and conſtantly to honour 
and obey him , or holineſs of life and conver- 
ſation, to give themſelves a living and plea- 
ſing ſacrifice unto him : Theſe are thoſe un- 
happy ones, who take up ſinful pleaſure as a 
tradez antare thereby traitors to their bodies. 
and tyrants to their ſouls : Theſe are they who 
praiſe God with their lips, when their hearts 
are far from him that would gladly ſerve. 
both God and Beljzl; that make ( as David 
ſaith) long furrows on their Saviours back, 
by laying heavy loads of fin upon his ſhould- 
ers , -who came not from his father to in- 
courage ſin, (for which he felt his fathers 
wrath ) but to -call ſinners to repentance : 
Thefe are thoſe carnal GoſpelJers, who have 
only tke outward form of godlineſs, but in- 


wardly deny the power thereof , that, as the 


Prophets Phraſe is, have made 8 covenaur. 
wh death and hell, tſaiah 28.15. and are 
moſt. 


in the room of this his deluding ſafety, 
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moft wretchedly and- wickedly refolvel to en- 
10y the vain and empty pleaſures of fin for a 
fealon, although they run the great and 
foo'ilh hazard of loſing Chriſt; and thoſe 
tor ever. 

This is the falſe foundation of the carnal 
bu Ilding : I will now ſhew theethe deformi- 
ty, weakneſs and ruine of the building it telf, 
whach prefents it ſelf ( with all its ſinful 
faults )- unto thee in the view of theſe Five 
particulars, F:/#, In his dead Faith., with 
which he 4s.become an alien to the promiſes 3 
for, without living. Faith faith the Apoſlle, 
( Heb, 11.6.) it is impcſlible to pleaſe God. 
Secondly, In his vain hope, with whick he 
wretchedly deludes hiniſelf in expe&aticn of 
that which 1s not ever likely to be injoyed 
he expects a blefling, ard behold a curſe, 
Thirdly, Tn his falſe and deceitful peace, 
wherewith he is lulled afleep, in his carnal ſe- 
curity, and ( without a great miracle of mere 
cy_) cannot awake from itz until he 1s ſum- 
moned by death to appear in Judgement, 
Fourthly, In his imaginary joy ( which in 
Davids eye was madne(s and in Gods 15 fool- 
ithneſs ) with which he is utterly deprived 
of that unutterable true joy in the holy Gholt, 
whereby the Saints. of God are in ſome mea- 
ſure made partakers of thoſe ever bleſſed joys 
to come, And Lafly, In his ſuppoſed ſafety in 
the ſufferings of a Saviour, whom he cannot 
comfortably call his, ſeeing he neither knows 
Chriſts voice nor Chriſt his, and therefore, 
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can expe& none other than inevitable, and 


_ eternal ruine. : 

on Firſt then as to his faith, (which ought to 
role be his richeft evidence for heaven, anu the 
jos | frue ant. ſure foundation of all his en;oyments 


upon earth,) upon ſtri& examination of ut we 
nal | fhall find it to be dead, uſeleſs, and uncomfor- 

| table, the meer counterfeir and viſard,of that 
elf; vital, radical, and bleſſed a& of Faith, where- 
by-the ſyncere Chriſtian (the ſpiritual builder) 
by his gratious humility of heart , conſidering 
ith the vileneſs and emptineſs of the creature, and 
the richneſs, fulneſs, and all-ſufficiency of 


"- Chriſt, goeth wholly out of himſelf into God, 
_ and there ſweetly reſts his ſon), ( in whatſo- 
he ever ſtate or condition of life the holy provi- 
of dence of God hath plac'd him) in full and ſafe 
d; $ aſſurance of hisprelent ſafety , and his future 
ſe, | glory. Now that the carnal builders Faith is 
ce, | falſe and counterfeit, is too truly diſcoyered 
ſez | by the bent of his affe&ions to the world and 
W— worldly enjoyments, by his carnal thoughts, 


ungratious words, unregenerate actions ; by 
nt, | the careleſsneſs and coldne(s of his prayers, 


in | - (thefrequency and fervency whereof , are the 
I | ſpiritual breathings thereof, by which we 
ed know it lives a ſpiritual life ) by his lan- 
R ' guiſhing hope, frozen charity, decaying zeal, 
za | dick (elf denial, fainting hope, and dying hea- 
ys | venly comfort, 

in þ From hence it 1s that S.Paul telleth him, 
ot Y Rom.8$, that the wiſdom of the fleſh is death 3 
nh the death of all ſpiritual comforts here, and 


the eternal death of ſoul and body hereafter 
= 3 from whence it is, that a carnal builder can be 
no 
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no more capable of ſpiritual comfort, than a 
dead man of coporal : that he can neither de- 
light in Gods precepts, rejoyce in his pre- 
ſence, mourn in his abſence, truſt in his pro- 
miſes, nor hope in his performances : And this 
is that wretchei(l ſhipwrack which the carnal 
builder makes of his pretious Faith , without 
which his fooliſh building is but ſtraw. and 
ſtubble (unable to endure the- fierce fire of 
Gods wrath, againſt ſinners) which will leave 
him both joyleſs in conſcience, and comfort- 
leſs in Chriſt. 

The next- to be conſidered of, is his vain 
hope, and this upon inquiry made, we ſhall 


And to be falſe and deceitful, far from that 
. bleſſed hope, which the Apoſtle tells us, Rom. 


5.5. maketh not aſhamed ; of which we have 
the reaſon , Rom, 8. 24. Becawſe (faith the A- 


© Poſtle ) the love of God ws ſhed abroad in oar 


hearts, "by the holy Ghoſt which is given unto us, 
and whereby we are ſaved: But this ( to their 
endleſs forrow ) they will too ſurely find, to 
be that vain, falſe, and deceitful hope, which 


. ſes gives us a ſad account of , Deut. 29. 19. 


in the'e words, When he heareth the words. of 
thi curſe he bleſſeth himſelf in bu heart, ſaying, 1 
ſhall have peace although I walk in the fl ubboru- 
weſs of my heart :. and upon which vain and 
finful hope ir followeth in the next verſe :: 
But the 1 ord will not be merciful unto him , and 
bis fierce wrath aud Jealouſy ſhall then ſmoak a- 
gainf# him: By this we may plainly fee how 
wretchedly the carnal builder is miſtaken in 
promiſing himſelf aſſurance of mercy , and 
freedom from Ffuniſhment in his —_— 
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obedience, and contitmance in fin; by tte 
ene finfully ſeparating the end from the 
means, hell and damnation from fin; by the 
other the means from the end , holineſs, and 
righteouſneſs from eternal happineſs : and 
(which is the ſaddeſt of all ſinful (eparations)by 
both of them, himſelf from Gods bleſſed pro- 
te&ion, his holy Spirit, and his ſaving and 
preventing grace in this life; and his ſweet 
1njoyments of eternal comforts in the life to 
come : and in all this ſtill vainly hoping to en- 
joy glory without grace, a plentiful harveſt 
without a feaſonable ſeed time, the rich re- 
compence of reward in Chriſt, without run- 
ning that holy race which is ſet before him ; 
and his ſo running too, that he may ob- 
tain, 

How full of falſhood and deceitful flattery 
this his vain and ſinful hope is, is yet yore 
plainly and clearly diſcovered, by that pre- 
gnant proof of Chriſt himſelf in his Parable 
of the hve wiſe, and five fooliſh Virgins, Matt. 
25. 3. Where we ſee the wiſe ones, ( the ſpi- 
ritual builders) taking oyl with themin their 
lamps , (a living and a ſaving faith, mortifi- 
cation to ſin, regeneration to righteouſneſs , 
daily increaſing in grace, and bleſſed perſeye- 
rance in all) anc the fooliſh ones taking their 
lamps with them, but without this ſpiritual oyl 
to inlighten them with: grace: the wiſe en- 


tering joyfully in with the bridegroom ; the 


fooliſh when the door (of mercy) was ſhut, 
crying out (in vain and too late) Lord, Lord,open 
wnto us ; unto whom Chriſts dreadful anſwer 
15, Verily I know 50u 191, 
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 _ O thou wretchedly miſtaken carnal man, 
whoſoever thou art, that dareſt to live, and 
£0 on boldly and preſumptuouſly in any knowa 
ſin, and yet vainly hopeſt in the mercy of a Sa- 
viour, what can be more plain than this, to 
manifeſt the falſhood of thy carnal hope, and 
the moſt certain truth of thy deplorable condi- 
tion? As thou lovelt thy ſoul therefore be not 
any longer thus deluded 3 O be not thus decei- 
ved :. the holy Apoſtle tells thee, Kom. 8. 13. 
that God will not be mocked, for what a man 
ſoweth even that ſhall he reap : If thou ſoweſt 
to the feſh,of the fleſh thou ſhalt reap corrupti- 
on; if to the Spirit,of the Spirit lite everlaſt- 
ing: Conſider well of what thon now read- 
eſt, and the Lord (in much mercy to thee ) 
give thee his timely grace to make a {anctified 
ule'ef it, 

From the ſinfulneſs, and vainneſs of his 
hope, I am now come to ſhew thee the deceit- 
Fulneſs and falſeneſs of his peace, which being 
weakly raiſed from the vainneſs of his hope, 
muſt needs alfo be falſe and counterfeit : £ wal 
cauſa talis efſe&1s, ſach as the cauſe ts, ſuch muſt 
be the effeF, is a true maxime in Philoſop'y; 
& qua!ts arbor taly fruftus, ſuch as the tree us, ſuch 
avitl be the fruit , is as true a Principle in D1vi- 
nity ; his hope therefore being falſe, his peace 
cannot be true : his conſcience indeed may for 
a time be lulled aſleep, in the lap of his finful 
luſt ( as Samſon mn the lap of Dalilah ) and for 
this time with thoſe in Feremiab, Fer, 6. 14. 
- ery peace, peace unto his foul, when there is 
no peace, but a moſt fearful expectation of 
war and deſtrugion ; but when God ſhall once 
| SIR tnorousg hly 
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thoroughly awaken it, either by ſuddain death 
or fearful judgement 3 it will then (Maſtif like) 
fly in kis face and threaten him with the terror 
of guilt, and horror of puniſhment. When 
he will (too late) find that there 15 more true 
peace, in one hours holy Deyotion, than ing 
whole age of (inful recreation. This is that dan- 
gerous & cheating Mock peace, by which theſe 
wretched carnal builders are fo far obdurated 
by cuſtomary finning, that (as the Apoſtles 
phraſe is) their conſciences are ſeared with a. 
' hot Iron, {0 that'they are neither ſenſible of 
their own preſent miſery, nor yet capable of 
God's gracious impreſſion of mercy. 

Saint Paul ſaith, Rom. 5. 17. That being 
juſtified by Faith, we have peace with God, From 
whence it will ſadly follow, that where Faith 
is dead, there hope muſt needs be vain, and 
peace falſe : and this we have alſo farther ve- 
rified from the bleſſed lips of Chriſt himſelf to 
his Diſciples : A4y peace (ſaith Chriſt) I leave 
with you, my peace I give unto y0u3 net as 
the world giveth , give I unto you (not that 
carnal peace, which is falſe, vain, and mo- 
mentany 3 but that inward peace which is 
choice, true, and eternal :) and this is yet far- 
ther confirmed by Gods moſt juſt reproof of 
thoſe of Laodicea, Rev. 3. 17. Thou ſayſt I am rich 
and abourd in all things, and knoweſft not that thou 
art wretched, aud miſerable, and poor, and blind, 
and naked. This is the moſt lamentable con- 
dition of theſe our carnal builders: Who 
(while they continue in ſin) are moſt wretched 
1g their dead and deceitful faith, truly miſlera- 
ble in their vain deluding-hope, diltreſſedly 
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poor in their falſe and deceiving peace, blind in 
their darkened underſtandings, whoſe ſpiritual 
eye-ſight, the ſinful pleaſures (the Godgof this 


'World) have put out ; and wofully naked , ' 


as utterly deprived of Gods ſaving Grace, and 
holy prelence, and thereby of all his ſpiritu- 


al comforts : yea ſuch (and ſo ſtrangely deceit- 


ful) is the carnal builders' peace, that even 
then when he ſeemeth to enjoy it, he is at 0- 
pen waTr with it, even that bloody War of his 
carnal corruptions which daily fight againſt 
the true peace of his ſoul, and are utter ence 
mies unto it. 


From this' his falſe peace muſt needs ariſe 


'that his imaginary , momentany joy , with 
_ which the carnal builder ſeems:to beſo much 


delighted, that in joy thereof, the ſpiritual 
builders jey, and heavenly. confolation is ac- 
counted fooliſhneſs and-ſorrow with him : but 
in the truer ſearch thereof we ſhall find, as the 
Apoſtle tells us, x Cor. 2; 6, That the wiſ- 
dome of the world is foeliſhueſs with God; and 
that it being examined by the touchſtone of 
Gods facred word, we ſhall (oon find it to be 
baſe, falſe, and counterfeit: Baſe in its nature, 
falſe in its promiſes, and counterfeit in its per- 
formances. 


Look now upon the choiceſt of all theſe EY 


nal joys, and thou ſhalt find them all, even in - 

-their very. higheſt pitch they can be mounted 

-up to glots the ſinful —_ of Man, to be 
0 


but a ſhort Crackling of thorns (as the wiſe 


-mans phraſe is) a ſuddain blaze, a faint refreſh- 
-ment, which may ſeem ſomewhat to warm 


-them, but can aeverthroughly beat them ; Ihe 
that 
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_ Chat ſeeming warmth expoſeth them unto great 


extremity of cold, even the chilling of their 
ſouls by the {ad abſence of all ſpiritual comforts; 
and then woe will be unto that ſoul for ever, 
Chat <can feel no warmth but from this fire 3 if 
Gracecannot revive it, Glory ſhall never com- 
fort it. The carnal builder may appear out- 
wardly joyful, when none but the ſincere 
Chriſtian can be merry at the heart. 
There is no better trial of this truththan 
from his lips who is truth it ſelf, even Feſzs 
Chrif# the righteous ; who hath told us, Fob 
IG. 20, That we ſhall weep, but the world ſhall 
rejoice, and that this our ſorrow ſhall be turned into 
Joy, their joy into mourning ; from whence we 
may ſafely conclude, that there is no true joy 
but in Godly ſorrow 3 nor any truer Symptom 
of that which is falſe than that whagh is carnal. 
From whence was that of Solomow, Eccle.7. 5. 
The heart of the wiſe is in the houſe of mourning, but 
Bhe beart of fools in the hoſe of mirth. Whatſoes 
ver zoy therefore it is, which is not ſubſervient 
unto that of the Spirit, we may truly ſayof it 
asthe woman unto Saw! : Why baſt thou deceived 
me for thow art Saul? I took thee for my ſer- 
vant to.obey me, tut now'l find thee to be my 
King to rule over me; I embraced thee as Wiſ- 
dome, but I find thee folly, thy refreſhments 
falſe, thy comforts deceitful, thy delights mo- 
[mentany, thy remembrance bitterneſs, and thy 
ſorrows eternal. - 
. It now only remaineth that we look upon the 
Cafety of this carnal building, and this we ſhall 
ſoonlee to be notbingelſe but inevitable ruine: 
Kuine of his pretious : gag his richeſt _ 
2 80T 
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For heaven: Ruine of that lively hope, the 
Fyre Anchor of his weather-beatenſoul, in this 
-tempeſtuous Sea of: fin.: Ruine of that bleſſed 
Charity, by which faith is made perfe&, and 
'hope lively and firong : Ruineof all his otber 
"heavenly Graces, Repentance, Bumility, Pa- 
.tience, Zeal, f(elf-denial, and perſeverance z 
-thoſe ſoul adorning Jewels by which ſhe is moſt 
lovely in the eyes of God, and without which 
ſþe 1s both loathſome and deformed: : Kuine of 
that ble!ſed peace of God, which paſſeth all our 
underſtandings, even the very richelt Jewel of 


a Chriſtians Cabinet: Ruine of that ſpiritual 


zoy in the Holy Ghoſt, that true and undaunted 
comfort that can rejoyce in tribulations, and 
make us exceeding merry in afflitions: Ruine 
.of his Conſcience, -of his Comfort, of his ſafe; 
ty by Gods holy prote&ion in this life, and. e- 
ternal ruine both of ſoul and body in the life. to 
« COME, | 


For the clearer diſcovery hereof, and of the. 


great weakneſs of this fnful Fabrick, let us yet 
-Farther look upon the props and ſhores which 
he is forced to imploy. to ſhore up this his weak 
and ſinful ſtructure, which (by the weight of 
fin, and ſtormy tempeſtsof Gods fierce wrath) 
being once removed (as obrneceſiry they muſt) 
the whole ungodly fabrick will aſſuredly fall, 
and can never be repaired nor rebuilt. 
The firſt of. theſe deceitful props is his carnal 
ſecurity, by which he freeth himſelf from fear 
-of Gods Juſtice, by the inſenſibleneſs of his 
. danger, and his incapableneſs of remedy, and 
_ -fpiritual means to prevent it: a ſecond is his 
.preſuming on- Gods mercy, even in wy 
ep 
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depth of this his ſinful miſery : a third his fruit- 
le's hopes of his after-repentance ; and a fourth 
his weak aſſurance of Gods gratious forgive- 
neſs; all which upon our farther enquiry, we 
ſhall find to befalſe, weak, and inſufficient to 
ſupport his ſinful fabrick. 

Firſt as to his carnal (ſecurity; when we ſee 
the falſehood of his deceit herein, 'we ſhall. 
thereby more eaſily diſcover the greatneſs of 
his danger : and here, by this his ſecure ſleepin 
fin, we {hall find in the firſt place that he be- 
comes utterly in{enſible of his diſeaſe (his ſpt- 
ritual. lethargy) and is thereby alſo made inca- 
pable of heavenly remedy. He. cannot ſee his 
own weakneſs (in the loſs of Gods favour, the 
abſence of his holy ſpir, his decaying in Grace 
and declining in goodneſs) and therefore ſeek- 
eth not for heavenly help by praiers and tears, 
by godly . ſorrow and unfeigned repentance, 
the happy means ordained to the bleſſed end, 
his everlaſting health and ſafety. But when 
God ſhalt -once awake him from his deadly” 


| Negp, either by the thunder of his julgments, 


or the terror of an accuſing Conſcience, he 
will then ſurely find this ſinful prop to fail him, 
his carnal building to be threwdly ſhaken, and 
the whole fabrick greatly endangered. 

The ſ-cond (his over bold prefuming upon 
Gods mercy in a Saviours merits (without his 
being builded on the bleſſed corner ſtone Chriſt 
Jeſus by a true and living faith) is that deceit- 
Ful prop by which ſo many millions of miſtaken 


' ſouls, have been for ever ruined. Conſider 


efore thou unhappy ſoul, whoſoever thou 
art, that thus daringly relieſt on the mercy of 
'I thy 
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thy Cod, while thou till continueſt in ſin; Con- 
ſider kl fay (with fear and trembling) whether 
thy righteous God,who ſo much hateth and ab- 
horreth ſin, thatfor one only ſin, and that but 
in thought only, caſt the Angeb out of heaven, 
and: Adam for one fin out of Paradiſe 3 whether 
God, I ſay, will ſuffer thee to dwell in fin, to 
draw on iniquity withCart _—_—_ make ſinful 
proviſions for the fleſh, to fulkil the luſts thereof, 
to ſay, to morrow in {in (hall be as to day, and 
much more abundant, inſtead of thy reſiſting, 
to terapt even thy temptations, by indulging 
thy corrupt affe@ions, teeking out new ways 
of {inful-recreations,and ſaying with the drun- 
Kard in theProverbs, Iwil ſeek is ze flif.Canſtthou 
be fo fenſeleſs to believe that God will favour 
that in thee, which he ſo — puniſhed in his 
only ſon ? Thinkeſt thou that he was.only (ent 
*o ſave finners, and notto call them to repen- 
tance ? Doſt thon argue well tofay, Becauſe 
Gold 1s merciful, long ſuffering and of great 
goodneſs, F will therefore abuſe his mercy in 
G&nning, his patience and long fuffering by m 
long continuance in fin, and his great goodne(s 
by my great unthankfulneſs > O wretched man 


whoſoever thou art that thus wickedly reſol- 


veſt, is not this ungratiouſly. to make a mock 

at fin, toglory in tny ſhame, to reje& mercy,., 

to bid defiance to juſtice, to arm God with fu- 

ry, to provoke him to revenge? O deceive 

not thy ſelf, whoſoever thou art, that dareſt 
thus wickedly to go on tn thy tmpiety, in hopes 

of mercy at the laſt ; but tremble rather at the 

dreadfal apprehenſion of his fevere juſtice. 

For thou maiſt aſſure thy finful' foul = the 

| onger 
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longer thy incenſed God is in drawing his 
bow, the more forcible will he ſend his ar- 
row ; let not this weakprop therefore decetve 
thee 3; for God will not; nay ( with holy re» 
verence be it ſpoken) God cannot be {6 mer- 
ciful to thee, as to be unjuſt to himſelf. Holy: 
Fob tells thee, Fob 14. 17. that thy rmanſgreſ- 
fions are ſealed up in @ bag : their natures are 
examined , their numbers accounted, their 
growths with all their ſinful aggravations ob- 
ſerved, and all ſealed up againſt that 'great* 
and terrible day of the Lord Jeſus3 -when for- 


want of that mercy which thou ſo ſinfully pre- 
fumeſt on, thou ſhatc iz<mble at his Juſtice, 


and for ever feel the puniſhment of his fevereſt 
wrath. . | 

The third prop is his vain promiſe to him-- 
felf of his after-repentance ; the weakneſs and - 
finfulneſs whereof , thou mayſt plainly diſco- 
ver by theſe three particulars: rf, the, lon- 
ger he continueth in ſin, the farther he is off 
from grace,the nearer to deſtrucion : Secondly, 
His-great uncertainty of time to repent in; and 
Thirdly, his far greater of having ſaving Faith 
to ask it,and a ſure and ſtedfaſt hope to receive 
it : without which even his very prayers be- 
come fin unto himſelf, and thereby ( as-Solo- 
mon, ſaith, Prov. 28, g.) an abomination un- 
to God , his _ fruitleſs, and his 
hopes comfortleſs. F 

As to the frft of theſe, his long and cuſto- 
mary inning with the ſad and dangerous ef- 
fe&s thereof; Let us in the firſt place confider 
of that fearful ſaying of Almighty God pro- 
nounced by the mouth of his holy Prophet 


T4 Fere- 
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Feremiah , againſt the rebellious 1ſraelites; 
( who had ſolong provoked the Lord with 
their rebellions againſt him , that they had 
even wearied out his patience:) Fer. 15. 1, 
5, 6. Then ſaid the Lord unto me,though Afoſes and 


Samucl flocd b fore me, y:t my aff Qions could 


N08 be towards this p:ople; caft them out of my 
þz ht and let them depart frem me, Thou haſt for= 
jaken me , ſaith the Iord, and gone backward, 
sberefore will I retch out my haxd againſt thee to 
d ftrgy thee, for I am weary with repenting : By 
this and the like texts of Gods holy word, 
whereof the Scripture is full, we may co0 


plainly ſee what the great dangu is of defer- 
ring our repentance. O. how truly bleſſed is 


that ſoul wh ch by true and timely turning un- 
to God hath eſcaped this danger ! Conftider 
therefore in Gods time (even to Day,the bleſ- 
ſed day when grace may be had ) O thou de- 
laying ſinner, of turning from thy evil ways : 
if thou findeſt thy ſelf backward to this holy. 
duty now, Othink ſeriouſly how averſe thou 
wilt-be unto it hereafter, when ſin is more 
deeply rooted in thee; the Devil in more ſure 
poſſeſſion of thee; thy ſinful and corrupt na- 
ture more powerfully prevailing againſt thee z 
the gifts ar.d graces of the ſpirit quite extin- 
euviiſhed within theez and God himſelf (in 
his Divine aſſiſtance ) removed farther off (if 
not departed quite away) frora thee. 

As to the Seroud conlideration , the uncer- 
tainty of time; how vain 1s it, for us toaſſure 
eur ſelves of months, and years, to live, when 
we cannot claim unto our ſelves one ſmall mo- 


ment 25 our own ? O beware therefore wholo, 
ever 
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ever thou art that thinkeſt thy (elf ſure of that 
which is none of thine, (but wholly in Gods 
hands, to diſpoſe of it as it ſeemeth beſt unto 
his godly wiſdom) leſt he ſay unto tnee (as 
unto him in the Goſpel) Thow fos!, this very 
night ſhall thy ſoul be required of thee; and then 
where are thy vain _— of thy after- repen- 
tance ? thy falſe promiſe therefore is. fooliſh, 
thy expeQation vain, thy delay dangerous, 
and thy hope deſperate. 

And Thirdly, if he were ſure of time, yet he 
js moſt uncertain of grace: for as there is a 
time of calling, ſo there 1s allo of rejecting : 
the bleſſed wind.of Gods holy Sp::.t blowet'i 
both when, where, and upon whom it liſteth x; 
God will have mercy on whom he will have mercy, 
aul whom he will, he hardens, as S. Paultells 5, 
Rom. 9, and woe unutterable be unto that 
ſoul for ever, whole time of calling is once paſt, 
of hardening come. He that will not grati-. 
ouſly and ſeaſonably embrace Gods mercy 
when it is offered, ſhall eternally exult his Jus 


ſtice when it is doth too late and in vain deii- - 


red; and this is moſt ſaily, and molt certainly. 
confirmed even by the mouth of God.himfelf, 
and in theſe foilowing words proneugcet 2-, 
gainſt him, Prov. t,. 1 Have calicd aento you,. 
faith God, and ye have refuſed ro come,.1 held 6ut 
my hand ( of mercy.) 2nd ye would n9o:look 15» 
wards me : therefore 1 will for ſ3ke 104 78. JOrr Cn. 
tremity ; when d fireſs and anguiſh cemesh up2 4. 


you : then ſhall you call upon tne, and I wih nes: 


anſwer, you (hall. ſeek me early but. z0u Shall #03- 


fixd me, What can be more terrible taaffright. 


aſinner than the levere ſentence of alincenie; 
45 Gca? 
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' God? how dreadful is the pronunciation, . 


how much more dreadful. will be the execu- 


tion ? Oconſider this in time, .all ye that forget. 


God, and the eternal:;good of your own fouls ; 


teſt your everlaſting ruines come too ſoon, and. 


your repentance too late. - 


The Fourth, and laſt prop+of this decrepid 
carnal: ftruure, ( without. which it muſt. 


eternally be ruined.) is his weak. aſſurance of 
pardon for his fins upon his future repentance, 
And this .is to hope. for a_.certainty out of an 


uncertainty., an aſſured forgiveneſs out of. 


an. uncertain repentance, and. ( which is yet 
far more dangerous ) out of a far greater un- 


certainty of Gods favourable acceptance (who - 


of a loving father is now become an angry 
judge) and of his merciful forgiveneſs, who 


neither knoweth him as hisdutiful and loving . 


child:,. nor he God. as his gratious.and melt 
merciful father. 

How. doubtful and how-full of extream.dan- 
ger- this weak aſſurance is, may yet farther 
appear by that moſt paſſionate and compaſſion- 


ate expreſfion of our Saviour himſelf when he - 
wept bitterly over that rebellious City Feru- 


falem, Iuk, 19, 42. 0 Feruſalem, Feruſalem, If 
thou hadft-known in this thy day thoſe things that 


are belonging to thy Peace; where -by. reaſon of- 


his wonderful- compaſions towards. them , 
with 2n abrupt-apoſtrophe it follows , But e0wWw 
tb-y are hid from thine eyes. . O let this wonder- 
fu} expreſſion. of: our Saviour towards them, 
work. powerfully on thee in- this. thy. day of. 
grace, who art> yet in-thy. fins 3. and beg. 
heartily and timely of God, that it may 3 For 


knovw-- 
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know affuredly that without-thy true, timely, | 
ſerious, and moſt unfained repentance , theſe. 
thy ſinful props will ſadly fail. thee, and leave -; 
thee to eternal ruine 3 from which the Lord in :| 
his rich mercy preſerve thee, and all thofe thir- | 
ſy ſouls that ſeek unto him for thoſe: hiving . 


waters of eternity. 


 PIOUCS ADMONITIONS 
T pou the preceding Meditations. 
Having now (with all ſyncerity of heart, 


* plainneſsof fiyle, and tenderneſs of afe&ion 
towards thee ) let life and death, horzour and 


diſgrace, ſafety and ruine before thee, in the '} 


view of theſe the ſeveral ttru&ures of the ſpi--. | 
T:tual and the carnal buildersz the earneſt de-- | 
fire of my ſoul now is,- that unto thee whoſo- 
ever thou art, that art yet going on with thy }. 
carnal and (ſinful building. ( upon thy true re- |} 
pentance ) the Spiritual may be found unto- -þ 
thee, life, ſtrength, honour and eternal ſatetyz3 | 
and that it may fo. be, as a Chriſtian 1 ad- 


moniſh thee, and in Chriſts name, and in - | 
Chriſts ſtead., I earneſtly 'beſeech thee; that -} 
thou indeavour daily to* make. a holy and a .} 


happy improvement of what thou haſt here :- 

Tead, Conſider, Ofconfider, (1 beſeech thee ) 

that Gods holy word-1s of great weight-,- and : 

will have its end, and this ordained end ei- - 

ther to thy honour or diſgrace, fafety- or ru-.. 

ane., life or death, _ moſt . certainly pro . 
16. 


mote. .- | ; 


= 
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mote his glory ; If thou-groweſt not. better by 
it, thou wilt certainly become. worſe, In the 
name and fear of God, therefore, I yet farther 
admoniſh thee, to add unto thy reading med:- 
ration, to thy meditation Knowledge, to thy 
knowledge. practice, te thy practice ſynce- 
rity, which 1s the life of all; and to thy (ſyn- 
cerity, perſeverance, which is the crown of 
all ; as that alone by which thou haſt a ſweet 


and (xe aſſurance, thatthy name is written in. 


tne book of life. 

In the next place I admoniſh thee to think 
ſeriouſly and often of that far greater and e- 
ternal ruine and deformity of this unhappy, 
carnal building in hell, which thou canſt 
not here fee,and which is far too great for me 


to utter, or for thee to conceive : the moſt d2- 


plorable extremity_ whereof, muſt be left to 
thoſe unhappy builders to fee} who have re- 
jeged Chriit that bleſſed corner ſtone, who as 
he was a ſtone for them to ſtumble at, ( ſcand- 
lum acceprum non datum) a ſcandal raken, but 
not given, in this life, will then as S. Peter tells 
us , 1 Pet, 2, & become. a dreadful rock of 
offence, to all unhappy ſouls, to all eternity ; 
where,to add I0 the:r extremities of. forrow, 
no e\s ſhall be allowed to pity them, no hand 
of mercy to relieve. them, no heart to relent 
for them, and where Chriſt our bleſſed corner 
tone, ( whom they have reſuſed, and who on- 
iy can relieve them ) ſhalb for ever hide tis 
tender bowels of compaſſion from them. 

et. all. this perſwade. with thee to ſin no 
more: to fin no more wilfullv, to fin no more 
preſumptuouſly, to En nv more, ſo as to allow 


Ga. 
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ſia to reign over thee, thereby to command 
thee to obey it in the filthy luſts thereof 3 to re- 
-pent ſpeedily ( for thou Knoweſt not what a 
day of fin may bring forth ) to live holily, and 

erſevere gratiouſly, and then thou. mayſt aſ- 
{ure thy ſoul ( notwithſtanding all thy former 
tranſgreſſions) thou ſhalt alſo live zoyfully, 
and die happily. 


THE PRATER, 


O Thou God of infinite and everlaſting merciee; 

who haſt tender boxwels of compaſſions, and mul= 
titudes of rich mevcies, for all thoſe finful fouls 
that ſue to thee fur. mercy and forgiven-ſs; who 
delightef# not to ſee thy creature unhappy, and ba 
therefore gratiouſly invited ail thoſe weary ſouls 
that feel themſelves oppreſſed with. the weighty 
burden of their ſins, to come to thee for ſuccour 
ard relief ; look down | meekly beſeech thee in much 
mercy and compaſſion 0u me thy moſt ungrations 
and rebellious child, who have long wandered in the 
ways of wickedneſs, from thee my merciful and los 
wing father, and xm now willing and. defirons (by 
$hy mercy) to return unto thee: Tord Tam hezvy 
loadea with the weighty burden of my fins, and (by 
thy grace aſſiting ) am now come to thee for ſuccour 
and relief. Lord eaſe m: or I faint, Lord fave me 
or I periſh, Tord ſeck me or 1 am loft for ever, Lord. 
pardon all thoſe grievous failings and offences 
wherewith I have fo often and: {og fooliſhly prove- 
hed ie, pgainſt m2 3 Let thiſe my days of funnimg 
( which I can. never recal ) be now gratiouſly re- - 
deemed: 


-——_—_— 


132: The Chiiltian Ponitox. 


deemed by theſe my days of ſorrowing. 0 thou God 

infinite compaſſions, look, not ( I pray thee) upon 
thoſe my —_— and great tranſgreſſions, as they 
are in themſelves, exceeding finful, and abomina- 
bhe; but behold them I beſeech thee , in the beauty 
and perfetions of thy bleſſed Son : 
obedience ſatisfie Ho my diſobedience, bis righte- 
euſneſs for mine wnrighteouſneſs, and thorowgh his 


| Ars hes ff! ft bead + Oxioems fo 


thy mercy ſake ) that true and living faith that 


! may fix my foul firmly upon him, as that bleſſed 


corner fone on which it is moft ſurely builded to 
eternity ; and. all falſe and deceitful foundations, 
either .of the rags of mine own righteouſn'ſ;, of 
injojing happineſs: without holineſs, and of par- 
taking of thy mercy with continual prouocations of 
thy jaftice, let my ſoul utterly abhor : Lord les 


mee any bitterneſs of thy fatherly chaftiſements, 


which my fins have occafioned, extort from me ej- 


Sher the w 7 oneaſure of impatience, or beget in 


one the leaft degree of diftrufi: O let me neither 
complain of thy juſttee., nor deſpair of thy mercy ; 
but ( as thy weaned child ) forgoe willingly what 
thou denyeſt me, and receive quietly what thou pro- 
widef# for me ;, That (0 I may injoy true peace with 
thee my God, a true and bleſſed peace i#1 mine own 
foul, and everlaſting peace with thee in thy king= 
dem; all which I beg of thee for my dear Saviours 


ſake the Prince of Peace , who with his precious 


bloud hath parchaſed this bleſſed peace for me. 
Amen, 


> CHAP... 


0-let his bleſſed . 
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CHAP, xIIL. 


of - _ _— » and bis holy belps in his 
$T46448. COn[V10E 5. | 


H* that by his godly ſorrow for his ſins, h1s- 


true and timely repentance of them, and 
his ſaving faith, is firmly builied on his bleſſed 
corner ftane Chriſt Jeſus ; and hath once there- 
by eſcaped the. great and cruel bondage both 
of fin and Satan ; and ( by Divine afliftance ) 
hath now happily and joyfully attained unto 
the glorious liberty of the children of God, 
and in ſome. meaſure had a taſte and reliſh of 
the ſoucontenting ſweetneſs of thoſe their 


ſpiritual! refreſhments ; will now doubtleſs. 
think no time too long, no pains too great, ne 


coſt too much, no ornaments too rich, to.make 
his ſoul ready for Chriſt, that ſo ſhe may ap- 
pear lovely in- his eyes, who hath thus freely 
given her his love:, and..in. whom alone ſhe 
now knows: her ſelf both happily ſecure, 
Jjoyfully delighted, and now and ever fully ſa- 
ttsfied. 

In order whereunto ( as unto the greateſt 
and moſt happy undertaking belonging to a 
Chriſtian ) the devout ſou} ( being now fully 
and happily reſolved by. his gratious humility 
of heart and holy ſeif-deniat of his carnat and 


corrupt. .affe&tions) to go wholly out of him- 


{ef into God, and.there ( 2n the merits of his 
Sayz» 


| 
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ſi Saviour) by his mortification to ſin, ſpiritual 
regeneration , ſanCitication to righteouſneſs, 
and bleſſed perſeverance in all, to reſt himſelf 
zjoyfully contented in running this his Chriſtian 
race Which is now ( by Gods mercy ) ſet be- 
fore him, for.his happy attaining of his -hea- 
venly prizein Chriſt Jeſus: Let him for his ho- 
ly affi:tance, and farther help and incourage- 
ment herein, make uſe with me of theſe dire- 
&ions following. 

Inſomuch as the. moſt righteous man alive, 
15 not able of himfelf to run this holy race 
without Divine aſſiſtance, and ſecing likewiſe 
that every good and perfe& gift, as the Apoſile 
tells us, Fam. 1. cometh from above, from the 
Father of light, whereby our dark under- 
ſtandings are. ſpiritually inlightned to behold 
thoſe heavenly things that are belonging to 
our peace; it mainly therefore concerneth the 
ſyncere Chriſian, in the firſt place, caily. to 
ſeek ſach ſpiritual help by frequent ana fer- 
vent prayer, as may ſufficiently inable him to 
gather ſfirength, not only cheerfully to run the 
Loris race, but a:ſo powerfuily to fight the 
Lords battels, againſt all thoſe ſinful oppoſi- 
tions that ſtrive to ſtop hm in his Chriſtian 
\ courſe z that ſo at lait he may obtain thar bleC(- 
ſed prize, that eternal inneritance , wrich 
God hath promiſed to him that overcometn, 
Revel.21.7. that ſo he may be our God and 
we his children. 

Prayer 1s that holy violence by which God 
loves to be overcome;, that ſpiritul force, 
which ſurprizeth his mercy, obſtrueth his mn- 
Rice, diverteth his. wrath, wreſtleth, with his 

rower, 
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power, overcometh his love, and will not let 
him go without a ſpiritual advantage : By 
this it was that Facob ſtrove with God and ' 
obtained the bleſſi'g By this it was that Jſo- 
ſes contended with him for the rebellious 1ſ- 
rac{ites and obtained the victory : By this it 
was that  Elrah (hut up the heavens and 1t 
rained not for three years and ſix months, by 
which alſo it rained again upon the earth : 
And by this it ever was and now is, that the 
prayers of the righteous prevail much, (if they 
be ſervent. ) God who is all love, hath therefore 
given himſelf in Chriſt unto thee. that he may 
thereby willingly in him, be overcome by thee : 
all that he giveth thee, all that he requireth of 
thee, is to make thee truly happy. Let this 
therefore per{wade thee to be faithfully, of- 
ten, earneſt, even importunate with God in 
thy devotions : when they are thus dire&ed 
by a lively faith in Chriſt, their true and pro- 
per means of obtaining what they ask, un- 
to their bleſſed end, the glory of Almighty 
God , they cannot return empty. 

When thou prayeſt, firſt ſeek thine own 
heart and then thy God, leſt thy prayers be- - 
come {in ; and where thou findeſt thy thoughts 
wandering, recal them, and fix them wholly 
upon the ſubje& thou prayeſt for, and thoſe 
the bleſſed means. to attain it + God who is 
moſt pure and ſimple in his eternal. being, will: 
nor admit of adulterated ſervice ; when thou 
only draweſt near unto God with thy lips, 
and thy heart is far from him, thou only 
ſpeakeſt, or bableſt. (as our Saviours phraſe- 
ts ) but prayeſt nat, 

When 


| 
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. When thy ſoul is thus piouſly and fteadily 
compos'd , let thy next care be to pray that 


thou mayſt ask in faith , without wavering 3. 


thy prayer thus put upghath Chriſts promiſe 
for a bleſſing, Foh® 16. 23, a onkag Je och 
the father iv my name by faith without doubting, 


| be will give it you: How truly bleſſed is the 


condition of GolJs child, who can but ask 
and have even whatſoever God in his Divine 
wiſdom knoweth to be needful for him? Xo 
good thing, faith David, Pal. 34. 10. wwill-God- 
withheld from them that love bim, O conſider (ee 
riouſly of the neceſlity, utility and excellency 
of this holy duty, and let no vain excuſes, no 
barren pretences of this life whatſoever, ei- 
ther divert thee from it, or interrupt thee in 
it : : but labour -da'ly to improve it to thy ſouls 
beſt advantage : Cuſtomary careleſsneſs and 
coldneſs in thy devotions, will make that te- 
dons unto thee, which by holineſs of heart, 
and earneſtneſs of ſpirit, will undoubtedly be- 
_ D thy ſouls ſweeteſt . comfort and de- 
ig kf, _ 

When thou findeſt thy ſelf dull and indifpo= 
ſed to this holy duty, to quicken thy devoti- 
ons, Remember that this is Satans malice, 
who feeing that he cannot hinder thine in- 
rentions, now labours to corrupt thine affecti- 
ons, by making that ſeem burdenſome unto 
thee, which is the bleMed means to give thee 
caſe: Remember likewiſe , that what he ſo 
powerfully oppoſeth muſt needs be excel- 


tent. 


If God deferr to anſwer thy deſires in what. 
thou prayeſt for, let not thy thoughts be 


troubled . 
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troubled 3 for he who is wiſdom it felf know- 
eth beſt what is fitteſt for thee ; bur wait thon 
_— the Lords lejifure, and he will at 
for the' trial of thy faith , which S.Perer tells 
thee, 1 Per. 1. ws wwch more pretiows than gold 
which periſheth , though it be tried with fire : 
Let therefore thy faith and thy fervency in 
Prayer , be gratioufly ſupported with thy fre- 
quency and conſtancy : Chriſt bids thee Pray 
without fainting , Luke 18, and S.Panl, with- 
out ceafing , 1 Tim. 2.8, Pray therefore faiths 
fully, and — an 
earneſtly, unto God ,that he will gratioufly be- 
Row n thee the fpirit of Prayer , that 
when thou prayeſt thou mayeſt ask aright, and 
fo receive the blefing thou prayeſt for; ſo 
ſhall the duty be ſweet, and the clofe ſuc- 
ceſsful 

When by faithful prayer thou haſt happily 
and joyfully obtained the graces 6f Gods holy 
Spirit to comtort, frengthen and affit thee in 
this thy ſpiritual conflit, let thy next care be 
to nouriſh and cheriſh them with ſuch conve- 
nient food , as may ſufficiently ſuftain and 
firengthen them. 

Be often converſant with holy reading, and 
heavenly meditation; by theſe thou wilt find 
thy affe&ions to cool to the workd and worldly 
delights, and much to inflame to God-ward 
and his glory. He that is a toving and affe- 
Eionate child wilt much delight to hear his 
father ſpeaking to him-, to be much in his 
houſe , and frequent at his table : He that 
cagnot joyfully famitiarize himſelf with God 
: his 


mfort thine heart : this, perhaps, may be. 


conſtantly, and 


| 
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his heavenly father in this life, may well ſeax 
himſelf to be one of thoſe curſed ones, whom 
God will not own as his children in that to 
COme. "POBA 

Retire therefore often from the world into 
thy cloſeft, and from thence into thine own 
heart 3 ſearch there narrowly for ſin, and 1n- 
deavour timely to remove it. If thou makeſt 
not room in thy heart for Gods holy Spirit to 
dwell there, how canſt thou expect him ro 
abide with thee ? When thy ſolitary retire- 
ments can faithfully witneſs unto thee the ſyn- 
cerity of thy beart unto God, thou mayſt 
then joyfully expe& that he will come and 
dwell with thee, and delight in thee to do thes 

ood. 

Cheriſh thy humility by thinking often and 
ſeriouſly of God's free love unto thee, and 
thine own unworthineſs 3 that thou haſt no- 
thing but what thou haſt received , that if 
thou haſt received, it thou haſt no cauſe to 
boaſt : Conſider likewiſe of the rich preroga- 
tives thou injoyeſt hereby ; the bleſſed fruition 
of Gods holy preſence, the injoyment of his 
heavenly graces, the honour of exaltation, 
by thy growth in grace upon earth, and thy 
increaſe of glory in heaven ; all which by ihus 
thy grace of humility, by the bleed promiſes 
of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and of God himſelf 
by his holy Prophets, thou haſt aſſureily con- 
firm'd unto thee. S.F ames tells thee, Fam 4.6. 
that God reſifteth the proud aud gi:eth grace to the 
kumble: S.P.ter bidderh thee, 1 Per. 5.6, to 
humble thy ſoul under the mighty band of God, th.u 
br may raiſe thee in due time ; Chriſt himſelt _ 

tne, 
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'* thee, Matth, 5.8. that the Poor in ſpirit are 


bleſſed , and that theirs « the kingdom of hea- 
ven 2: and Matth. 18. 4. that whoſoever ſhafl 
humble himſelf and become as a [tle child, ſhall be 
the greateſt 1n the kingdom of heaven: And God*® 
himſelf by the mouth of his holy Prophet 
ſaith, Iſaiah 57. 17. I davell in the high and holy 
place, with him alſo that is of ans bumble and con- 
frite ſpirit, to revive the ſpirit of the humble, 
Let theſe rich and high prerogatives incou- 
rage thee daily to improve this heavenly mo-' 
ther grace, as that which muſt accompany all 
the other gifts and graces of Gods holy Spirit 
in thee, and without which even the very 
choiceſt of them will become a ſin unto thee: 
Keep therefore a ſtri& guard upon thy heart 
that no ſecret inſinuations of pride ſteal in up- 
on thee to deprive thee of it, and of Gods holy 
Spirit injoyed by it ; nourilh it by the ſight of 
thine own vileneſs and ſinfulnefſs, thorough- 
out the whole courſe of thy life z and by the 
meek example of thy bleſſed Saviour, who 
humbled himſelf even unto the death for 
thee : by the holy improvement whereof, thou 
wilt ( as Chriſt himſelf hath told thee) gain 

reſt unto thy ſoul. | 
Strengthen the weakneſs of thy faith by the 
refreſhing ſweetneſs of God's ſaving promiſes; 
and his never failing performaiives, who hath 
gratiouſly aſſured thee , 1/aiah 43, 39. that he 
will wot break the bruiſed reed, nor quench the 
ſmoaking flax. Remember to thy comfort that 
Chriſt now maketh interceſſion for thee, thas 
ghy faith fail wor, and that if be intercedeth 
the father, be cannot be denied : Comfort oy 
| elf 
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(clf therefore in this, that although thy faith 
(by reaſon of thy fins) may be now work » Jet 
becauſe it isliving, it is true, and will in time 
(by Gods gratious aſlitance) gather more 
firength. Pray therefore often and earneſt! 
unto God for his bleſſed increaſe of it, ſearc 
thy ſoul narrowly for that fin which hath occa- 
ſioned th's (ſpiritual decay; and where thou 
findeſt the breach, there (pecdily ard heartily, 
(by thy godly {orrow for it thy true repentance 
of it, thy holinels and ſiri&neſs of hfe after it, 
and thy ſevere revenge againſt it} make good 
therepair. When thou artthu5,much in ſor- 
Tow for (in, and prayer for pardon, thou canſft 
not fail of being rich in faith. 

If thy faith be ſteadfaſt thy hope muſt needs 
be lively ; as holy David therefore coun- 
Cells thee Pſa!. 17. 14. bope thou in the Lord, be 
frong aud he ſhall comfort thine beart: in which 
that thou mayeſt cheerfully and. joyfully and 
conſtantly be happy ,- take the Apoſtles Prayer 
with thee for thy comfort, 1 Pet. 1. 3. Now 
the God of hope fill thee with all Joy aud peace in 
believing , that thow maief richly abound in 
bope throwgh the power of the Holy Gbeff., That 
thou maieſt thereby alſo ſay with him with 
comfort and ailurance, Blefjei he Gad,, e- 
* & the fatber of or lord Feſus Chrift, who 
according to bis abundant mercy bath begotten ws 
again to a lively bope by the reſurreiFion of Feſus 
Chriff from the dead, 

- Inflame thy love to God, by the frequent 
Conſideration of his Rtupendious love to thee, 
who is eſſentially- love, and therefore the 


bigheſt aud moſt bappyodjee of thy DE 
c 
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Such and ſo great is Gods unſpeakable love uni- 
to thee, that if thou cither owneſt him in the 
beauty of his eſſence, or the glory of his at- 
tributes, if thou either believelt him in his 

romiſes, or injoyeſt him in his mercies, thou 
canſt not chuſe but truly and intirely love him, 
and for ever cheerfully and joyfully reſign thy 
Soul and body ro him. Bleſſed Lord, who can 


deny thee love? When we love thee, we in- 


joy thee, and our Souls in thee: This is that 
amiable glance of our afſe&ion that wounds the 
heart of thy compaſſion , as Chriſt himſelf 
hath told us, Cent. 4. 9. This is that bleſſed 
grace, by which Faith worketh and becomes 
lively, and that remains, when faith and _ 
are vaniſhed ; which is the fulfiling of the 
Law, and the ;compleating of the Goſpel , 
Rom, 13. 8. that covereth @ multitude of fins 
x Pet. 4.8. and that well yR_ All that God 
requireth of thee; and this only. to make 
thee happy here and bleſſed hereafter. 

How careful then oughteſthou to be of that 
Jewel that inricheth and remaineth to Eter- 
nity ? Let thy love to thy Chriſtian brother 
be increaſed by the holy counſel of thy bleſ- 
{ed Saviour, Fohs 13. 34. A new Commandment 
giveT unto yow, that you love one anether, asl 
bave leved you, Far therefore be it from thy 
Soul to harbour malice, who dayly art in 
need of mercy. 

Holy ſelf-denial is that bleſſed Grace, that 
ſpiritual help, by which we mortify our earth- 
ly members, of carnal become ſpiritual, are 
weaned from this wicked world, and inabled 
to walk holily and perſevere gratioufly. For 
the bleſſed improyement whereof, ( being a 


matter 
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. matter of the greateſt difficulty upon earth, 
.( as Diametrically oppolite to fleſh and blood ) 
.conlider in thefirſt place what it is thou ſeri- 
ouſly refolyeſt to forgoe, and wherefore thou 
part<R w:th the finful and deceitful pleaſures of 
cais life, which are falſe and tranſitory, to in- 
hercit Chri\i in whom are all the treaſures both 
true and Eternal. Conſider next with Saint 
Paul,how great an honourthou poſeſeſt in this 
thy gratious (clf-denial, as being found wor- 
thy of the Croſs of Chriſt, by which thou art 
therefore here conformed to his earthly 
image, taat hereafter thou maieſt bear the im- 
age of the Heavenly. Conſider yet farther, 
of the glorious combats of the Saints in their 
ſelf-denials of theſe outward and ſinful inioy- 
ments,their pleaſures, profits, preferments ;libers 
ties, even lite it (elf, to poſſeſs Chritt ; of which 
thou haſt examples:-both bleſied and abundant, 
in the Prophets , Apoſtles, Martyrs and ſuffer- 
ing Saints of God in all Ages; all of them pa- 
tient and conſtant ſelf-den'iers upon Earth, and. 
now glorious triumphers in Heaven, In the 
next place let thy thoughts be often buſied 
with a firi& and narrow (earch of the natural 
bent of thine affe&ions, and where thou findeſt 
them to (werve from Chriſts Do&rine and ex- 
ample,give them a ſuddain check, and bridle 
tiem from breaking looſe from thee into ſinful 
liberty. And laſt of all, uſe holy abſtinence, 
as an eſpecial help unto thee : be willingly con- 
tented with S. P awl, to be in faſtings often, and 
in prayers continually, . thereby ro beat down 
thy body that thy ſpirit- may rejoyce : When 
by this thy holy ſelf-denial thou art thus oy 
| | fed, 
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ctfied to the world, thou wilt ve joytully to 
thy ſelf and 'blefſedly ro Chritlt. 

Theſe are thoſe holy Chriſtian helps for exer- 
ciſing and improving of the heavenly graces, 
which by thy daily pra&ice of them and Go.is 
bleſſing upon them, will much enable thee to gy 
en cheertully an joyfully in thy ſpiritual re- 
generation, (which is the total change of thy 
corrupt nature, and without which Chritt 
himſelf tells thee, F ohn1 3. 3. thou canſt ot enter 
into the Kingdome of heawen) to run the holy 
race of Gods commandments with pleaſure and. 
&elight ; to fight the Lords Battailes with bold- 
neſs and couragezto take up the Crofs of Chriſt 
with cheerfulne(s' and joyfulneſ(s, and thereby 
to ſuffer afflitions and tribulations with con- 
tentednefs and patience;to be joyful nnder them 
and 'thankful for them. ; to account all things, 
with Paxu!, but loſs and dung in compare of 
Chriſt, and him crucified ; to rejoyce with joy 
nn{peakable and glorious, in thy being made 
partaker of the {weet enjoyments of the Saints 
in this life, and in ſoms meaſure of the taſts of 
thoſe refreſhments in the life tg come, and in 
all theſe to perſevere with holy conſtancy, and 
heavenly comfort. 'For thy farther encourage- 
ment anil aſſiſtance wherein make uſe with me 
of theſe farther dire&ions following, 

When thou art tempted unto fin, remember 
that thy life is a ſpiritual warfare, full of great 
dangers and extream difficulties ; that Chriſt is 
thy Commaader, and Heaven thy Countrey 
that thou haſt many potent enemies abroad , 
that will ſtrongly 2th it, many cloſe ones at 


home that [eck (eeretly to" betray ut ; for as the 
| K Apoſile 
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Apoſtle tells thee, thou fighteſt not only «- 
gunſt fleſh and bloud, but againff Principalities 
and powers 1n ſpiritual places, Eph. 6. 12, And 


Tet all this 4ncuurage thee to ſtand thy Chriſtian * 
*pround with confidence and boldneſs, and 


to fight the Lords battel with undaunted- 
neſs of * Pirit, and all ſpiritual advantage, 
Remember that thy leader now looketh on, 
thit thou haſt promiſed thy felf Chrills ſouldier 
and ſervant in thy baptiſm, that thou art now 
in the fiel.! to be proved ; if thou now overco- 
me! thou ihalt rejoyce in earth, and triumph 
inheaven. Thou haſt his promiſe forit, who 
is 1/chs and Omega, whoſe promiſes are all yea 
and Amy, He that overcomith ſhall inherit all 
things, Rev. 21. J» 

For thy farther encouragement in theſe thy 
ſpiritual conflias, take yet a farther view of 
rheſe five following conſiderations. The firſt 
touching the honour of thy ſervice; the ſe- 
cond, the juſtice of thy quarrel; the third, the 
love and $kill of thy commander ; the fourth, 
thy great advantages in fight ; the fifth, thy cer- 
rainty of pay. : 

Firſt as to the honour of thy ſervice, it is ſo 
truly noble, that thy name is liſted and enrolled 
in heaven, as thou haſt it Heb. 12. 23- Tt are 
1e afſembly of the firfl born who are inrolled in 
Heaven ; by which honourable ingagement, 
we have power given unto us to become the 
Sons of God, as we have it Fobs 1.12. in theſe 
words, As many as received bim (their ſpiritual 


:Commander ) to them he gavepower 10 be the Sons 


of God: and if Sons, then heirs of God; and as 


-S..Pawl aſſureth us,' Rom, 8. 17. joyni-beirs with 


Cirif, 
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Crip, and this is that inheritance for which 
thou art now to fight. 

The Second is the juſtneſs of thy cauſe ; and 
this is clearly made out unto thee in thy fight- 
ing for thine own, and valiantly deſtroying 


all that labour to deprive thee of it, and not 


only ſo but ſtudy likewiſe to inflave thee in- 
ro that cap:ivity , where thou ſhalt not only 
be wretchel, and poor, and blind, and 
naked, and miſerable, in this Life ( as thy 


Commander Chriit Jeſus himſelf aſſureth thee, 


Rom. 3. 17. ) but cnrſedly wretched alſo in 
the life to come; and that,( to the aggravation 
of thy ſorrow ) pronounced too by his lips, 
( whom ( inyielding to temptation ) thou not 
only cowardly forſakeſt, but alſo treacherouſly 
and falfly takeſt up rebellious armes againſt ) 
in theſe irrevokable and heart breaking words 
( Math.25. 41.) Go ye curſed into everlaſting tor- 
ments prepared for the Devil and his Angels,&c, 

Thy Third incouragement is the love, pow- 
er, and sKill of thy Commander , who hath 
fought this ſpiritual combat before, and there 
by overcome both lin, Saten, Death and Hell 
for thee 3 whereby their powers are ſo far 
weakned, that if thou ſtandeſt but thy ground, 
thou art ſure of Victory : and this ( to thy 
comfort ) is that which Saint Pax! tells thee, 
Rom. 8. 37. that in him thou haſt not only 
overcome, but art more than conqu:rour, 

A Fourth incouragement is thy great ad- 
vantage in fight by the cowardice and weak- 
neſs of thy ſpiritual enemies , and thy con- 
fident aſſurance of thy viQory in Chrift, 
Tae firſk the Apoſtle confirmes unto thee, 
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Fam. 4.7. Reff# the Devil ( (aith he ) end be 
wig fly from thee: The {econd Chriſt himſelf 
thy bleed Commander aſſures thee of , Fohn 
15. 33+ be rf good cheer ( ſaith he ) for I hate g- 
wverrome 1h? world ; and if the ſpirit be willing, 
though the ffeſh be weak, thou canſt not want 
' both Chriſts comfortable affiſtance, and his 
gratious acceptance, 

Thy Z:jth and laſt incouragement 15 the cer- 
*tairty of thy pay, for which thou haſt his 
gratious promile who 1s truth it ſelf, even 
- Chr.it thy Commander, in whoſe truly hono- 
'rable '(ervice thou haſt ingaged, and from 
- whoſe hand of mercy thou thalt receive thy pay, 
even the glorious recompence of thy heavenly 
inheritance : when thy work is done thou (halt 
be ſure of thy wages,not of merit but of mercy ; 
£:0t for thy work fake, but for Chriſis promiſe 
fake x in whoſeall ſatisfying merits thy weak 
and ſinful indeavours here ſhall be there both 
gratiouſly accepted and glorioufly rewarced. 

Theſe holy remembrances may (uffice thee for 
1ncouragement in thele thy ſpiritual conflicts : 
Tt now remaineth that I farther ſhew thee 
ſome holy rules by way of caution and Secu- 
ritv, by which thou mayeſt with comfort 
make thy Spiritual reſiſtance , aud with fafe- 
r- to ray Soul and honour to thy ſaviour, 
gain rhe happy victory. The firſt of theſe is 
chat thon keep thy ſelf cloſe to thy Generals 
Orders : tratis, thar thou preſume not to a&t 
any thing, without or beyond his command : 
the ſecond,that thou obſerve ſtrifly thine own 
miiitiry duties , that ſo thy Spiritual enemy 
have 00 advantage given him dy thy carele(; 
£2 !gft. ne 


The bleſſed orders of the Lord Jeſus thy 
Commander in Chief , are principally theſe : 
Firft, that thouſſerve him ſincerely out of true * 
and hearty afſe&ion to him ; not for what re- 
ward thou expeRReſt from him , but for that” 
bex:ity and excellency thon findeſt in him :; 
Secondiy, that thou be ever reay furniſhed ' 
with Spiritual Armes , and Ammunition : 
Third'y, that thou Keep thy ſpiritual guaris 
ſure, that thy Spiritual enemy break not in 
upon ti1ee unawares, and ſoſurpriſe thee at 
$ais linſful! advantage : Fourthly, that thou daily 
walk the round, examine well and amend rhy 


| bre3ches, thar (o thy ſpiritual enemy may have 


no incouragement to give an aſſau}t to enter * 
where he finds thee weakeſt: Zifrh!y, that thou 
ſearch and examine thine own heart narrow- 
ly for traitors at-home: and Sixth!y and laſt of 
all,that thou keep thy (elf alwaves ready in thy 
military poſture to-fight the Lords battels vali- 
antly and conſtantly abroad. Thy love te Qa1 ic 
thy going wholly out df thy ſelf into him, -* 
in Chriſt Jeſus thy bleſſed Commander 15 thy 
higheſt, holieſt and moſt happy object. Thy 
being furniſhed with armes and ammunition ts 
that whole armour of God, which Saint Pax! 
bids thee put on: the helmet of Salvation by the: 
Merits of Chriſt, the breaſt-plate of righteonf- 
ne(s, the ſhield of Faith, the ſword of re 
Spirit, that divides between the joynts and the 
marrow,the carnal and the ſpiritual man, t! 
{hooes of the preparation of the Golpel, the 
ate&ions of thy foul by which thou walkeſt” 
cheerfully and joyfully in the wayes of Chrilt. 
K 3 The: 
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Che keeping of thy ſpiritual guards is with the 
Prophet Ferem#ahb, to ſeta watch before the 
door ofthy heart that thon offend not in thy 
thoughts: with the Prophet David Pal. 39. 2. 
betore the door of thy mouth that thou offend 
not with thy tongue 3; and with Saint Pal, up- 
on the door of thine aRions, in abſtaining e- 
renirom the very leaſt appearance of evil; that 
to thy thoughts may be pure, thy words gratte 


' | £0us and thine a&ions holy, The examination 


and repair of thy breaches is to reckon daily 
with thy conſcience, to ſearch narrowly for ſin, 
2:1.. where thou findeſt thy felf failing, to (ue 
hiamovly and earneſily for grace, to beg hearti- 
ly ior pardon, and never to give thy Soul reſt 
until thou haſt obtained a comfortable atlu- 
race of it zand for the repair and making good 
of this tny ſpiritual breach to ſummon all 
iny ſpiritual forces, to bear a deadly hatred 
againſt it, and againk thine own corrupt 
nature faz.yielding roo eaſily unto it 3 that ſo 
where {in(by this ſinful breach)hath abounded, 
there grace by this thy holy repair may abound 
much more; and even thy very {ins at laſt 
( through him that loveth thee ) may not only 
work, but work powerfully together for the 
beſt to thine advantage. The narrow ſearch 
for Traitors at home, is to fortifie thy knowlede 
by the bleiles principles of Gods ſacred word 3 
that thou harbour there no ſeeming ſhews, no 
ſpecious pretences, no groſs lyes, no falle pro- 
polals and ungrounded principles to betray 
thee: Satan hath many wayes to couzen 
thee ; when he cannot divert the fireames 


of thy affe&ions, he will then labour to cor- 
rupt 
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rupt the fountain of thy Knowledge: Keep: 
thy ſelf cloſe therefore to the ſacred rule of 
Scripture, beware of private interpretations , - 
pray conſtantly and devoutly for a bleſſing 
upon thy reading of it, and fear n«t the ſuc- 
ceſs ; Satan cannot hurt thee but by thee; le 
only can incline the will by corrupting the u1- 
derſtanding, { and woto us for ever it Fe 
might compel it) he is only the father beget- 
ting, but our corrupt hearts are the motker 
conceiving3 it is impoſſible there can be dan- 
ger abroad, if there be no treaſon at home. 
Look well therefore to be wiſely principled 
in holy concernments; if Satan can (uprize 
thy head , thy heart cannot long hold out, 
and when he hath once gained thine aFe&i- 
ons he will with eaſe command thine a&ions. 
And laflly, thy keeping thy {elf alwayes ready 
in thy Military poſture, 15 thy caily_ and thy 
gratious improvement of the graces of Gods 
holy ſpirit, by which thou maiſt beever readi- 
ly, willingly and powerfully able to withſtand . 
the potent onſets of thy ſpiritual Enemies, to 
break through their thickeſt ranks, and, with 
S. Pax!, to ciuctfty thoſe ſinful luſts that fight * 
againſt the ſoul; until at laft by gratious per- 
ſeverance thou canſt ſay with joy unſpeakable . 
with holy Paul, 2 Tim.4. 7. Ihave fought a good - 
fght,I have kept the Faith, I have finiſhed my ccurſe : 
benceforth there is laid mp for me @ crown of rig hte- 
onſne [s,which the Lord the righteous judge ſhall give 
ane at that day, and v:0t unts me only but rento all 
them that love and expe&# the day of his appearing, 
Thy Military duties are eſpecialy theſe threez 
thy faithful watchfulne(s by fervent prayer, 
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' .. thy ſtrong and ſectire guards, by holineſs of 
| Tfeard converſation, and thy gratious preſſing 
hard forward, towards the holy mark, for the 
rich prize of thy kigh calling in Chriſt Jefus 
by bleſied perſeverance. By prayer thou ob- 
| + taitteſt Divine help in time of greateſt neceſſity : 
i By tohlnefs thou art powerfully defended a- 
16 gain!t the violent aſfaulrs of Satans Temptati- 
in ons : By perſeverance all the other graces are 
| both carried on with courage, and crowned 
t | with Victory. 
| And here for thy father incou:; agement. thou 
| hait examples of theſe holv Combatants; where 
Bi t:ou maiſt ſee come of them overborn with 
i mul ituZes of {piritual enemies, and yet ſtoutly 
' reſiſting ; otters recoyling and yet grattouſly 
| {/- recoverings others treading under foot the 
| Plealures, profits, honours, riches, friends, ac- 
guaintance, hberties , even life it ſelf, for 
| \ Chriſis ſake : Here thou hat Eliab vali- 
\ —artly fighting of 1t out unto the laſt man, 
and then honourably retreiting ; as we have 
1t 1 Kings I9 10, They have ſlain thy Prophets, 
and defil:d thine altars, and T1 only am left alive : 
Fere thou haſt holy David beaten down by the 
flelt,and yet gratioully riſing again by tf e ſpi- 


tions, and beating of him back by prayers, and 
by his bleſſed victory trampling upon the fin- 
-*: ful vanities of life and counting, all but loſs 
| and dung for Ctriſt ſake; Patient in per- 
1 ſecutions, joyful in aMiEtons, not only ready 
4 to be bound but even to dye fo, he may live in 
| Chriſt: The primitive Chriſtians in bonds 
for Chrit and his glorious liberty, _—O 
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holy Martyrs joyful in death for the bleſſed 
injoyment of the Crown of lite: all of them 
gratioufly perſevering and gloriouſly over- 
.COMINg., 

And if all this be not yet enough to make 
thee a joyful and ſyncere Chriftian , but that 
thou ſtill findeſt thy (elf fainting in the inward 
man, and cowardly yielding to the itrong af- 
{aulrs of Satan, and thine own corruptions, 
while others of .Chriſts faithful Souldiers are 
ill preſſing hard forward, in this good fight 
of faith, and manfully fighting againtft Satan, 
the world, and their own corruptions, {weat- 
ing, bleeding, dying daily unto ſin to policts 
Chriſt and his righteouſneſs : In: the laſt p'ace 
contiider of the glorious triumph of this thy 
ſpiritual conqueſt; and the rich ſpoils thad + 
thou ſhalt ſurely gain hereby and ut all this 
move thee not to:courage: in thy Chriſtian c31- 
ling, I have then nothing farther to inforce 
upon thee, but to let thee know, that ( in try: 
ſinful and thy moſt unworthy forſaking him, . 
who hath ihed. his pretious dlood-. for thee 3+ . 
and thy perfidious ſerving him, who hath al-- 
ready ( by thoſe many wounds in thy-conſci=+ - 
ence} drawn ſo much blood -fzom thee). theu - 
art loſt for ever. 

By this thy-happy viRory , in the firſt-place « 
thou (halt gain thy deliverance from the bon. - 
dage of fin, and ſlavery of Satan 3 and injov - 
the glorious liberty of the Sons of Gud 2 whio $ 
ſervice 1s perfect freedom : By this thou vo;1- 
eſt the moſt {weet injoyment of Gocls glad.lirs 
:rit, from whence. -ariieth that inviokatie 
2nd invaluable peace of God... which paſeth «il ; 
s Rk $- OLE =» 
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our underſtandings: and that ineffable joy in 
the holy Ghoſt , which this vain world ind all 
the glory thereof can neither give unto thee, 
nor thall ever be able to take away from thee. 
By this thou gaineſt thoſe riches that inrich 
thee to eternity 3 for godlineſs « great ( yea, 
even the greateſt) gain; the gain of thy in- 
ward comforts, of thy outward confolations, 
and of thy eternal rewards; for which thou 
haſt the faithful promiſes of Chriſt and his A- 
poltles, 1 Tim. 6.6. and Heb. 1.2. By this 
tou gaineſt that true wiſdom , which is of 
eternal duration ; the fear of God is the begin- 
ning of it, and the injoyment of Chriſt ( in 
whom are all the treafures of wifdom and 
kn-wliedge,) the bleſſed end thereof, and yet 
eternally without end : By this thou gaineſt 
honour, even the very height of honour to be 
attained on earth; the Soveraignty and com- 
m2nd of thy corrupt affections : by which thou 
fe:te!t laws and bounds to their unlimited de- 
fires : By this thou gaineſt thofe immaculate 
Pleatures by which thy foul is conſtantly de- 
Lighted, even thy bleſſed contentments in 
doing of thy heavenly fathers will: fo that 
thou canſt now with happy comfort ſay with 
holy David, Pal. 1i9. B:b:!/d my delrgbr 6s in 
thy commandments 3 aud 1 will not forget thy 
word : To ds thy ww:# 15 ſweeter units me than 10. 
51207 thewſands of goid and fiiver : Lord,what plea- 


ſure have 1 in keeping #by commandment; ! The 


Werds of thy mouth are ſweeter unto me than the 
bony and the bonty comb t therefore doth my ſou! 
fove ibem, Theſe are thoſe bleſſed ſpoils, thou 
gainel} here in this Kingdom of grace , Fo 
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this thy bleſſed victory : What thoſe bleſſed 
rewards are, which are prepared by thy Sa- 
viour for thee in that of glory (if thou 
overcomeſt ) are infinitely greater, aid far 
more tranſcendantly glorious, than are pol- 
fible to be utter'd or conceiv'd by mortal man. 
Comfort thy ſelf therefore, in this, ( and reſt 
in full afurance of it) that if thou injoyelt 
not there, what is either lawful or poſlible 
for thee to deſire here, thou ſhalt there eter- 
nally enjoy more than thou canſt here poſſibly 
deſire, 

It is no wonder now to heat S. Augruſiine 
after his converſion , breaking forth into this . 
J10yful and Divine expreſfion ; Ludm ſuave hz 
ſubits fatum eſt. carere ſuavitatibus nugarum, - 
quas olim amittere metws erat , miunc deniltcs? -. 
gaudium eff : ejiciebas enim tu domine,omnt [ua 
gate dulcior, & intrabas pro its omni corde interior : 
How ſuddenly, O Lord, baft thou made it [<wret - 
unto me, to forgee the ( {inful ) ſweerneſs of theſe 
earthly trifles 3 thoſe vain pleaſures which former!; 
I was afraid to loſe , I now rejoyce to baniſh : thow 
O Lord diddeft thrufs them out, and thou my God 
art entered in, who art ſevere Minto wie than all © 
earth'y ſaveetneſs , and nearer unto we -thany the 
cloſef jicrets of mine own heart, From this holy 
Victory-it was that holy David, Pjal, 95.1. of- 
ter his Repentance, brake forth (inholy :r 
umph ) into that his Joyful Venite exnltemus : 
Come let us fing togetber, let us brartily rijcvcs 18 
( God ) the ffrength of our | ſalvation, From - 
hence alto it was that .holy Paul, after hs 
hard conflict with the law of his members re= - 
beling fiafully , ond_conftantly againſt the 


3143F - 


. 
2; 
>. 4 


y—_— 


a a 
on 
» thee ie ES 
» 


— IS III R—_ —_— 


204 The Chiiſtian Monitot. 


1w ot his mind (after his bleſfed victory ob- 
eain'd by grace} breaks forth at lalit ( with 
thaankfulne(s of heart and joyfulnels of lips ) 
into this his (weet aſſurance of delivery from 
ceath, Rom. $., I thank my God thorough Feſws 
Chr? 620 Lord, And from hence allo it isthat 
The righteous ( as David tells us) is bold as a 
Lion, well able to incounter both the ſtrongeſt 
temptations, and the foreſt afli&tions; that 
they are both couzagious in life, vikorious in 
geath, and triumphant after death. 

Conſider now 1 beteech thee, both timely, 
and ſeriouſly, and gratiouſly, of what thou 
haſt here read, and the Lord Jeſus ( whote 
faithful SoulUier thou profeſſeſt.thy (elf to be) 
give thee a ſanRified heart, to make a bleſſed 
3mprovement of it to thy ſouls ſpiritual ad- 
vantage; that thou mayſi thereby both readily 
and joyfu'ly forgoe the falſe injoyments of ſin 
for a ſeabon, to inherit thofe rivers of ſoul ſa- 
t'sfving Pleaſures that remain for ever ; 
which the Lord in rich mercy hath prepared 
for all thoſe, whom he ſhall find to de {inceze 
Chriitians.. 


PloUS AD MONITIONS 


fon the preceding Meditations, 


: Hy this, 'a the feſt place, admoniſh thee,ts 
fight the Lords battels with holy ſyncerity, 
Chriſtian courage and gratious Perfeve- 
2a2nce, and never-to give thy foul ref unit 
; \0 
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= thou art compleatly furniſhed with that whole 
2 armour of God whereby thou mayſt be power- 
) fully inabled to. make thy ſpiritual reſiſtance 3 
5 let when thou haſt begun in the ſpirit, thou 
[5 end in the fleſh, and ſo of the fleſh thou 


reap nothing but corruption. Remember and 


Fo 
a Ob feriouſly contider that the-promiſe is to him 
j that overcometh : Canſt thou overcome ard not 
£ 4ght ? canſt thou fight and not be furnithed 
n - with weapons? is there any weapon. more 
powerful than that of the Spirit , that two 
E edged (word that cutteth eyery way, where» 
ul ſoever it goeth ? canſt thou uſe this weapon 
[ as thou oughteſt, without hewing down tems 
) ptations, and getting ground of corruptions, 
d without wounding and killing thy corrupt 
|- affſe&ions , without ſubiluing thy unzuly paſe 
y fions, and ſubjecting wholly to the bleed 
n wiilof thy commander Chriſt Jefus ? Let this 


br therefore perſwade with thee, to vow thy ſelf a 

: profeſſed enemy to all ungoilineſs; for thy 

d better performance whereof obſerve theſe 
E following cautions3 

That thou mayſt abſtain from ſin, be ſure 

to avoid the leaſt appearance of it : there 1s of- 

ten molt danger in thoſe things which ſeem 

mat neceſſary, if notuſed with moderation : 

Cir ſwan liberty may eaſily ve miſtaken, and 

become licentious wickedneſs; if tny outs 

ward liberty be not 'ubſervient to thine in- 

ward , thou wilt foon find that the frees 


o_— of thy body, will be the bonUage of thy 
\ oul, 

_ | Linto eaci meaſure of fin allow. a due pro- 
d | portion of {orrow 3 let. thy meaſure of pollution 


have 
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have its due meaſure of ſan&ification : That 
ſm which hath been chiefly reigning over 
thee, let it at ſet hours be folemnly revenged 
by thee; and when any temptation gives a 
ſtrong aſſault upon thee, remember that thou 
fishteſt not the Lords battel only, but thine 
own alſo; that thou art now in the field with 
Satan fighting for thy heavenly kingdom; 
that if thou giveſt ground he will gather ad- 
vantage ; if thou reſiſteſt he will fly from thee 
and that this thy gratious reſiſtance ſhall have 
a glorious and eternal reward. 

When thou canſt thus fight, IT dare pro- 
nounce thee blefled, and aſſure thy foul of vi- 
Etory, even the happy victory over thy (elf, 
the world , ſin, Satan, death and hell, and 
that there is laid up for thee a crown of righ- 
teouſneſs, which the Lord thy righteous judge 


appearing, 
THE PRATER. 


O 44? holy and for ever bleſſed Feſws, the So- 

vereign Commander, boly direttor , _ == 
erver , and ratious comforter, of all t 
At ſoml; San to thee for on - ben. 4 
meſs : Behold me, I moſt mee\y be[rech thee thy quenk 
and ſinful ſervant in mach mercy and compaſſion. 
8owards me, who am wtterly unworthy even of the 
very leaſt of all thy mercivs, and of al thy truth 
which bitherto thow haſt vouchſafed towards me. 
For with ſhame and ſorro%), Lord, I confeſs (0 the 
[DANG 


ſhall give unto thee at the bleſſed day of his. 
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ſhame of my prof-/Jion, th: high diſhonour of thy 
great and glorious name, the gruving of thy good 
Spirit , and the terrour of mine own accuſing con- 
ſcience) that 1 have #10t only too often cowardly 
run from thee , by my too often and too eafie yield- 
ing t9 the power of temptations, but alſo moſt per» 
fidiouſly taken rep arms againſs thee , by my too 
much indulging mine own finful corruptions 5 
whereby in ftead of my dying daily unto fin , inn 
treadius wnder foot my wnruly affettions, I have 
me# qwickedly turned thy grace into wantonneſs,ans 
thereby m:ft ungratiouſly trampled thy mr ff pretions 
blood under my feet. Have mercy ugon me 0 Lord, have 
mercy upon me; according #8 the multitude of thy tex= 
der compa/Jions,blot out the multitude of theſe my ww0= 
ful and mc finful tranſgreſſions; hear me 0 Lord 
and help me , and receive me again gratiouſly ints 
thy favour : relieve my miſery, ſupport my weak- 
weſs , accept my willingneſs, forgive my finful- 
weſs, and ſs Babliſh me with thy free ſpirit, that 
my heart may be ſyucerely, aud firmly, and conflant= 
ty fixed on thy ſervice , that ſo F may again re- 
ceive the voice of Joy and gladneſs : O give me that 
integrity of heart and undauntedneſs of ſpirit, thas 
way carry me 0n boldly, and joyfully, and fairhful- 
ly, in thy ſervice : let me find no ſweetneſs but in 
thy love, no pleaſnre bus in thy grace , wo com» 
fore but in my ful, aud ſwent, a»d ſafe aſſurance 
of my preſent fafety, and my future glory : Grant 
115 deay Lord for that pretzous blood ſake which: 
thaw baſs free!) (pilt for me, Amen, 


CHAP, 
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. Of the true xelot, and bis holy exerciſes: and in 
provements of this heavenly grace. 


Aving ( by the bleſſed guidance of Gods 
holy Spirit) in the preceding Chapter.led 
thee ſafely. thorough. the manifold and great 
dangers of thy ſpiritual warfare, and there 
ſhewed thee the feveral uſes and advantages 
of all thy ſpiritual weapons, in the daily exer- 
ciſes and improvements of the heavenly gra- 
ces; I am now come in the laſt placezas the 
bleſſed cloſe of all, to. ſhew thee the true na- 
ture, uſe and excellency of zeal, which is the 
very life and ſpirit of all, that fo as thou haft 
already learned to be ſyncere in thy profeſ- 
fon, thou mayſt hereby allo learn to be truly 
devout, and fervently zealous in all thy Chri- 
ſtian a&ions, and thereby happily grow up 
unto that bleſſed ſtate of grace, that may un- 
doubredly aſſure thee of thy future ſtate of 
lory. 
> When God ſent out. his ſurveying Angels, 
in the days of Zachary, to paſs thorough the 
circuits of the earth, and examine the actions 
of men, Zach. 1.10, the anſwer they return: 
ed of-their obſervations and travels was, that 
the whole earth ſate ſtill and was at reſt; every 
one quietly contented and ſecure in their own 


Ways; And if the Lord ſhall now ſend ay 
M O » 
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his faitk ſul Miniſters of the Goſpel, (who are 
called the Angels of his Churches, Rev. 3.) to 
make a firi& inquiry into the lives and con- 
verſations of his peopte,in this our ſinful Iland, 
in this old and cold age of the world , what 
other anſwer may we expe& from them, than 
that the whole nation lieth in lukewarmneſs, 
that loathed temper which the Lord fo 
munch abominates, Ttiut as his own phraſe is, 
Rev. 3.15, 15, to thoſe of Laodicea, Becanſe 
thou art meither hot nor cold, I will ſpexu thee out of 
my mouth. The Lord in mercy grant that our 
decay of heat and fervour, may not be a ſad 
prognoſtick of our diſfolution ( of the removal 
of our golden Candleſtick as it was of theirs,) 
but that it ſill may gloriouſly hold forth the 
bleſſed lhgkt of the Goipel; that fo we may ne- 
ver be wanting of ſome true zelots to ſtand in 
the gap for us, for the removal of thoſe ſore 
judgments, which ( by reaſon of onr many ſins, 
and this our great lukewarmneſs,) we may 
well think and fear are going out-againſt us. 
This heavenly fire hath ever been a great-. 
ſiranger upon earth ; few in all ages have felt 
the heat of it, fewer have known the true na- 
ture, and the bleſſed effe&ts of it, and in 
this lukewarm age in which welive, few or 
none there are that feel ſo much as the comfor- 
table warmth of it; and too many prophane- 
libertines, and key-cold worldlings we have _ 
amongſt us, that quite put it out, The earn- 
eſt deſire therefore of my ſonl is, by theſe my 
weak indeayours ( and Gods bleffing upon 
them) to rake it out of the almoſt cold em- 
bers of Oblivion, and to reinkindle it in. the- 
hearts 
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hearts of all thoſe whom holy providence ſhall 


direc unto thefe lines, that when they come 
to know and feel the Sovereign ule and excel- 
lency of it, they may utterly abhor luxewarm- 
ne\s and indifferencyin religion , be heartily 
in love withit, and be zealons. 

Zeal taken generally, was by the ancients 
detined te be an high intention of love : By 
the Schoolmen, to be a compound of love and 
anger : By our later Modern Civiaes mcre iu - 
ly, to be an high intenſion of all the affte&'ons, 
paſſionately diſpoſing them to all their proper 
ObjeRs : But this being only general , 1s not 
that heavenly grace of zeal, which is more 
eſpecially belonging to the ſyncere Chriſtian, 
which differs not from the other in its nature, 
but only in its Original, and Obje&. 

Trae Chriſtian z:al therefore is a ſpiritual 
heat, or holy fervency wrought in the hearts 
of Gods children, by the power of Gods Spirit, 
whereby all the affeRions of their fouls which 
were formerly benummed, ate now made 
more earneſt and a&ive in his ſervice, to the 
beating down of {in, and advancement of his 
glory. And this deſcription of this holy grace, 
we have warranted by David in the vehe- 
mency of his expreſſions for God & his glory 3 
and by S.Paul in the heat of his affeRtions for 
Chriſt and his Churchs both of them burning 
in ſpirit, whereby they were both inflam'd 
in their affe&ions and zealous in their a&tions. 
Thus we have David , Pſal. 119, crying out 
with fervency of ſoul, Lord, bow do I love thy 
Law ? Thine enemies I hate with a perfc@ hatred. 
Thy teftimonics are the very 303 of wine bears : Fi 
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Pal. 136. Atne eyes guſh out With rivers of tears, 
becauſe men krep not thy lazy, Here we have his 
love wonderful, his hatred perfe-:t , his joy 
raviſhing, his grief immoderate, all of them 
zealouſly relating unto God and his glory: 
And thus we have S.Pau;} out of the fervency 
of his afe&ions unto Chriſt and his Church, 
carried on earneſtly and actively thorough all 
the difficulties of life, and Tthreatnings of 
death; as we have it, 2Cor. 11. 1s labowrs 
more abundant, in ſtripes above meaſure , in pe- 
rils of waters , ins perils of robbers, in perils of 
hu own nation ; in perils among the gentles, in 
perils in the city , in perils in the wwilderne s3 with 
other his aflitions; beſides his conſtant care of 
the Churches ; for whoſe ſafety and Chriſis glo- 
ry he was not onely ready to be in bonds, but 
willingly to ſuffer death. 

This is that fervency of ſpirit which Chriſt be- 
ſtoweth on his ſpouſe, when he is ſaid,Cant. 4. 9» 
th: lead her into the Wine-cellar of his love. 
This is the ſouls wings to carry her up unto 
the throne - of grace, without which (as 
without that typical elementary fire in the 
law, which was never to be extinguiſhed ) no 
ſpiritual ſacrifice of prayer can be accepted : 
Yea,ſuch and fo ſupreamly excellent is this holy 
fire, that it is as holy wings even to the Se- 
raphims themſelves, as we have it, Heb. 1.7. He 
maketh his ſpirits Minifters,& bis meſſengers a flame 
of fire : and which 1s yet infinitely more, ſuch 
is the (uper-ſupream tranſcengency of it , that 
even God himſelf is well-pleaſed to own it, 
as peculiar to his own Eſſence, as we have t 
Dent, 2.9. 20, The zeal of the Lord of hofts ſhall 
2 
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&2 this, And thus thou haſt briefly ſeen what 
Chriſtian zeal is, which 1s thy tirlt ſtep to be 
Zeatous, 

In tie ſecond place we muſt warily diſtin- 
gu: 1 true zeal from its counterfe:ts : for ir 
this trantick age of the world, and even in 
this finful 1f11::d too, wherein we live, as well” 
as unger the law, there are (warms of Xa4abs 
and f5:hres that will be bolily offering up 
their falle and uncouth fires, thoſe ſinful and 
unacceptable facrifices of tretr own, ( of 
which the lite unhappy times kave had too ſad 
experience ) which the Lord abhors as not 
commanded by. him, and a'l good men gdereſt 
and pitty, as bringing with them great Gi- 
honour to Almighty God, reproack and in- 
famy upon his faithful and ele& children who 
are truly zealous of his glory, and deftruion 
on the. beads of thoſe that are partakers with 
them, 

That thou mayſt be the better able to-avoid 
it , thou mayſt know it by this following de- 
ſcription; Counterfeit zeal 1s a falſe fire, kin- 
dled in mans heart by the corruption of the 
fleth, and the ſuggeſtion of Satan, by which 
adventitious heat, the ſouls vital and radical 
heat is deſfiroyeu, from whence it receiveth 
life and motion, and a malignant and diſtem- 
pered heat is contra&ed, a certain forernnner: 
of ſpiritual fickneſs and death, which is plain- 
ly foreſeen by theſe infuing {ymptoms. 

The ff is a diſtempered pulie which beats 
high and haſiily , by the violence of which 
motion,.the bloud being overheat, the ſpirits 
are inflamed , and thereby rhe racical and m 
ta: 
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tal heat conſumed, from whence muſt needs 
follow (without timely remedy) diſcontinuity 
of parts, and diſlolition of the whole. It 
fareth no ctherwiſe with the ſoul, than with 
the boly ; for by this dilempered heat the 
true and zealous Mie of the heart is languith- 
ing, and the heat of fury prevailing, the bleſ= 
ſed ſpirit of meekneſs turned into the hot 
ſpirit of contention, of which S Paul ſaith, the 
Chu: cf God hath no ſuch cy(ome ; and which 
miſt needs cauſe, not orly diicontinuity of 
Pats in this diſtempered Chriſiian,the weaken- 
ing and diſ:bling of the gifts and graces 
of Gous þoly Spirit in him, but even the dif- 
ſolution of the whole, the Church of God, of 
which he is a diſtemper'd member. Theſe 
are thoſe furious Fehbues, who pretend zeal 
and intend kingdoms. 

A ſ*cond Symptome is the outward fluſh- 
ings of the face, without ſpiritual warmth 
at the heart - theſe are rather obſtructions of 
grace, than diſtributions of good ſpirits; 
which unnatural heats ( as the matter that 
feeds them decayeth ( like blazing Comets ) 
will extinguiſh into vapour: ſuch were tne 
trumpeters of Alms in Chriſts time, and ſuch 
are the pretending reformers of Religion in 
Ours, 

The third Symptome 15 a depraved palate, 
ariſing from a corrupt ſtomach ( between 
which ( by reaſon of the nervous parts) there 
is a natural ſympathy ) which can reliſh no- 
thing but what is ſuitableto its vitiated quali- 
ty.: This 1s that ſingularity of heart, that 
beighth of pride that gan reliſh ao a 

| ut 
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do this, And thus thou haſt briefly ſeen what 
Chriſt:an zeal is, which 1s thy firſt ſtep to be 
Zeaous, 

In tie ſecond place we muſt warily diſtin- 
gut 1 true zeal from its counterfe:ts : for ir 
this trantick age of the world, and even in 
this finful 1fh:d too, wherein we live, as well' 
as unuger the law, there are ſwarms of Xa4abs 
and f5:hres that will be bolily offering up 
their falle and uncouth fires, thoſe ſinful and 
unacceptable ſacrifices of tier own , ( of 
which the late unhappy times have had too ſad 
experience ) which the Lord abhors as not 
commanded by. him, and a'l good men Gdereſt 
and pitty, as bringing with them great a:ſ- 
honour to Almighty God, reproack and in- 
famy upon his faithful and ele& children who 
are truly zealous of his glory, and deftru&iorn 
on the. beads of thoſe that .are partakers with 
them, 

That thou mayſt be the better able to avoid 
it, thou mayſt know it by this following de- 
ſcription ; Counterfeit zeal is a falſe fire, kin- 
dled in mans keart by the corruption of the 
fleth, and the ſuggeſtion of Satan, by which 
adventitious heat, the ſouls vital and radical 
heat is delitroyed, from whence ir recetveth 
life and motion, and a malignant and diſtem- 
pered heat is contra&ed, a certain forerunner: 
of ſpiritual ſickneſs and death, which is plain- 
ly foreſeen by theſe infuing ſymptoms. 


The ff is a diſtempered pulie which beats. 


high and haſtily , by the violence of which 
motion, the bloud being overheat, the ſpirits 
are inflamed , and thereby rhe radical and _ 
t; 
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tal heat conſumed, from whence mult needs . 
follow (without timely remedy) diſcontinuity 
of parts, and diſſolution of the whole. It 
fareth no ctherwiſe with the foul, than with 
the boly ; for by this dilempered heat the 
true and zealous hear of the heart is languilh- 
ing, and the heat of fury prevailing, the bleſ= 
ſed ſpirit of meekneſs turned into the hot 


. ſpirit of contention, of which S Pau! (aith, the 


Chu: ch cf God hath no ſuch ca(fome 3 and which 
miiſt needs cauſe, not orly diicontinuity of 
Pa:ts in this diſkempered Chriſiian,the weaken- 
ing and diſ:bling of the gifts and graces 
of Gous koly Spirit in him, but even the dif-. 
ſolution of the whole, the Church of God, of 
which he is a diſtemper'd member. Theſe 
are thoſe furious Fehbues, who pretend zeal 
and intend kingdoms, | 

A ſ-cond Symptome is the outward fluſh- 
ings of the face, without ſpiritual warmth 
at the heart theſe are rather obſtructions of 
grace, than diſtributions of good ſpirits; 
which unnatural heats ( as the matter that 
feeds them decayeth ( like blazing Comets ) 
will extinguiſh into vapour: ſuch were the 
trumpeters of A{ms in Chriſts time, and ſuch 
are the pretending reformers of Religion in 
OUTrs, 

The third Symptome 15 a depraved palate, 
ariſing from a corrupt ſtomach ( between 
which ( by reaſon of the nervous parts ) there 
i5 a natural ſympathy ) which can reliſh no- 
thing but what is ſuitableto its vitiated quali- 
ty.: This 1s that ſingularity of heart, that 
heighth of pride that gan reliſh no Dory 

ut 
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but what is conſonant to its own humour ;from 
whence it is that our wholſome food in the 
Church of England, both of DoQrine and DiCl- 
.cipline, are bitter to their zaftes, and loathſome 
to their ſtomachs. Theſe are thoſe zelors whom 
S. Paw! tells us of, 1Cor.8,2, who are puffed 
Pp, thinking they know ſomething when they know 
nothing as they ought, Theſe are thoſe that will 
needs be Chrifts theep,but will not hear Chrifts 
voice in his Goſpel commands, by their willing 
obedience to the higher powers. 

A fourth Symptome, is that diſtemper'd 
heat, which cannot keep it ſelf where it ought 
11 its own center,the beart, principally to nou- 
riſh and cherith that, but too profulely dif- 
fuſeth it ſelf to the exteriour members, un- 
naturally to offend them; and this is that 
overmuch cenforiouſneſs of falſe zeal, ari- 
ſing from the falſe opinion of their own a- 
bilities in grace and goodneſs: Theſe afe 
thoſe zelots that our Saviour brandeth with 
the name of Hypocrites , that will be caſting 
out the mote from their brothers eye, while 
they are willingly contented with the beam 
in their own : Whereas the true zelot , dares 
not preſume to judge himſelf detter than an- 
other , becauſe he knoweth not how ſ9on he 
may become worle. 

A fifth Symptome is their feaveriſh pa- 
roxyſms, with the'r intervals, which are con- 
ſtant in nothing but unconſtancy : Their ſerv- 
ing of God by fits, and for their own ens, hot 
in proſperity, but cold in adverſity.. Thefe are 
thoſe zelots which our bleſſed Saviour re- 
proves inthe parable, who are ſeemingly __ 
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lous for the preſent , but in time of temptation 
fall away : like ſtraw or ſtubble they*'give a 
great blaze for the preſent, but for want of 
proper nouril:ment go out in ſmoak , and 
tmother. | 

The fxth and laſt Symprome, is their inſen- 
ſiblencſs of their own condition, in their fay- 
ing , they are well, when they are fick at 
heart; which is a certain forerunner and pro- 
gnoſtick of death. They thi:k themſclves 
zealous enongh, and ſay with thoſe of Las- 
dicea , Rev. 3. 1 am rich and ixcreaſed in goods, 
and have need of nothing, when Chriſt tells 
them that they know mot they are wretched, and 
poor, and blind, and naked, and miſerable. Theſe 
are thoſe that think themſetves zealous e- 
nough, when they have no zeal at all ; it be. 
ing as impoſſible for true zeal to be confined 
within the narrow bounds of indifferency and 
live, as for fire to be ſhut up from air and not 
be extinguiſhed. 

Theſe are the ſad Symptoms, by which tHe 
diſtempered heats of falſe and counterfeit 
zeal (which cauſe ſickne's and death) may 
eaſily in the general be known and diſtin- 
Suiſhed from that ſonnd and Radical heat of 
true zeal, which canſeth health and flrength : 
It now remaineth for the farther ' and fuller 
diſcovery thereof, that I deſcend unto the 
particular kinds of it, that thou mayſt there- 
by ſee the finful and deſtructive nature of it, 
and thereby be the better able to avoid them, 
And theſe are principally three. 

The firſt is hypocritical zeal, -which want- 
ing truth and ſyncerity, propoſeth' - a 
E 
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ſelf finifier and falfe ends. | 

The (econd, blind zeal, which wanting 
knowledge and diſcretion taketh wrong 
Ways. 

Tae third, turbulent zeal, which want- 
ing love, and humility, exceeds thoſe Chri- 
_ bounds of moderation which God hath 
ct it. 

The ff# of thele is the mere mask of zeal, 
having only a form of godlineſs , but deny- 
1ng the power thereof; theſe are they that 
pretend God & his glory, but intend Satan and 
their own private ends; tieſe are thoſe mon- 
Kers of men, thoſe vileſt of Chriſtians, whoſe 
word 15 God and the Goſpel, but their pro- 
zxe& to devour widdows houſes, and Orphans 
geſtates 3 by their pretended righteouſne's 
{ſeeming to be mere excellent than their 
neighbours, but by their intended villany 
proving themſelves worſe than thoſe rhat o- 
penly profe(s iniquity : theſe whited walls 
let every true Xathanrel be caretul to avoid, 
as the very peſt of men, and ſcum of Chri- 
ſt:ans, 

The f:cond is, that zeal which S. Pal 
beireth witneſs ( Rom. 10.) @ not according 
to knowledge , which 15 rather to be pittyed 
and direg&ed , than contumeliouſly upbraid- 
ed and reprovel ; although it may be juſtly 
feared that too many of them may be too 
guilty of ſelf conceitedneſs, in attributing 
more unto their own abilities, than they 
"have either warrant for out of God's word 
to maintain, or worth in themſelves ito chal- 
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The third and laſt is turbulent zeal, which 
knows not how to keep ir ſelf within 1s 
bounds, the bleed limits of God's Sacred* 
word, but too- often js tranſported far be- 
yond the holy bounds of Chriitian modera- 
tion : and this kind of zeal ariſing often from 
the weakneſs of reaſon, and the ſtrength of 

aſſion , is ſometimes found even in the cho- 
en and ele& veilels of Chriſt : This kind of 
zeal it was that our Saviour found in S.Pzter, 
and ſharply reproved { when he asked him 
leave to call for fire from heaven tv deltroy 
the Fews ) to whom Chriſts aniwer was , Gee 
thee bebind me Satay, That Zeal which 15 not 
bounded with Piety and mixed with Chari- 
ty may well be ſuſpeRel for falſe, ſinful, and 
Diabolical. 

The ſad and woful effe&s of this laſt kind of 
zeal, have been too ofren ſeen in former ages 
and {adly felt in this we live inz hot and tur- 
bulent quarrels about trifles having waſted 
many famous Churches, and removed many 
glorious candleſticks both in the Eaſtern and 
Weſtern parts: And unnatural quarreb and 
nnachriſtian difſentions amongſt our (elves, a- 
bout thoſe few innocent Ceremonies, (which 
of themſelves are matters indifferent, but by 
command of a lawful Authority become abſo- 
lutely neceſſary) have made the glorious 
light of this Church of ours burn dim, and 
( without mercy ) may in time put jt quite 
Out. 

Theſe are the4{ad and dangerous effe&s of 
falſe and counterfeit zeal , which thou haft 
{een in the ſeveral kinds of their diſtemper'd 
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heats; that thereby thou mayſt more care- 
fully avoid them. I am now come to ſhew 
thee the true Zealot, whoſe fervency is in the 
ſpirit , whole converſation in heaven, whoſe 
only aim and end ſyncerely, and intirely Gods 
glory , dire&ed and gnided by Gods word; 
whole holy fervency 15 pretious in Gods eye, 
and whoſe praiſe 15 not of men but of God. 

The triie Zealot 15 he, whoſe gratious heart, 
ſeriouſly conſidering of the ftupendious and 
nnu'terable love of God in Chriſt Jeſus unto 
him, is now (by Gods holy Spirit ſweetly 
work ng in him) ſeriouſly and fully reſolved 
to forſake this evil world, and wholly and ſin- 
cerely to give himſelf up a living ſacrifice to 
Chriſt and his ſervice, and with ardency of 
love and fervency of affection to indeavour 
daily to promote his glory. 

This is that holy fire , that both Kkindles his 
affe&tions, and inflames his a&ions; that 
makes thoſe happy ſouls that are acquainted 
with it, an holy people unto God, and zea- 
lous of good works; that makes them ſpiri- 
tual, as God is ſpiritual; that burns upall the 
hay and ftubble ,: the droſs and filth of their 
corrupt natures, and leaves nothing remain- 
ing, but what is ſuitable to its ſelf. This was 
that holy fire, that made David's heart wax 
hot within him, Pſal. 39. 44 amd fo grati- 
only: inflam'd the hearts of Gods ele& in all 
ages of the world, that it cheerfully, and joy- 


fully, and thankfully , carried them through 


the ſirongeſt of temprations , and fierceſt of af- 
fictions : and, which is the ſurmme of all, this 


is that which eatsth up Gods children , and 
makes 
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makes them of Terreſtrial,Cceleftial, Angelical, 
Scraphical, of all the Divine graces approach= 
ing neareſt to the Divine Nature, from whoſe 
refulgent raics, his blefed_ Angels have both 
light and hea, whereby their glorious natures 
are inflam'd with holy ardency to love him, 
_ joyfully and fervently to execute his holy 
wul, 

The lovelineſs and excellency of this heaven- 
ly grace may be the better ſeen, if we conſider 
it in the following particulars : Firſt, in its 
Original ; Secondly , .its nature;. Thirdly, its 
obje&; and fourthly and laſily, its effe&s. 

Firff, As to its Originals we find that to be 
of Divine extract, of God's own kindling, 
and for his own uſe (who 1s infinitely all Spi- 
Tit) without which no ſacrifice can be ac- 
cepted :.. And this we find typified unto us by 
that elementary fire under the*law, which was 
never to go out; which rather than it ſhould 
be wanting ( contrary to its nature) was ſent 
down from heaven, to conſume the legal {a- 
crifice:, and thus alſo under the Goſpel, God 
ſendeth down his holy Spirit into. the hearts 
of his Children, .to raiſe their affe&ions, and 
warm their, devotions3 and this is that holy 
zeal, which is ever aſcending and never af- 
cended to the higheſt ; ſuch and ſo excellent is 
the ſublime nature of it: And thus we find 
the holy Ghoſt, 42. 2.3. viſibly deſcending 
inthe ſhape of fiery cloven tongues, and re- 
ſting onthe heads of the Apoſtles, inviſibly in- 
Baming: their afſe&ions with ready alacrity 
and joyful fervency for Gods glory ; from 
whence it was that they were burning in ſpi- 
| L 2 rit, 
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rit, fervent in prayer, thundering in preach- 
ing, ſlining in life, patieat in tribulation, 
zoytul in affiftion, courteous in life, and tri- 
umphant in death, 

The ſecond thing in conſ{jderation, is the 
ſp:r.tual nature of it, by which it is ever 
mounti:g and aſcending to perfeRion; 'by 
which Divine and Spiritual Nature, it 1s unto 
the ſoul ( as the ſoul unto the body ) the very 
life and being of it , without which it is ſpi- 
ritually dead , and can no more ariſe from ſpi- 
ritual lnkewarrmaneſs in the ſleep of fin, than 
the natural body from the ſtate of forgetful- 
neſs in the ſficep of death :; from whence it -is 
that the carnal man is no more ſenſible of the 
comfortable warmth of this heavenly grace, 
than the inanimate body. of the reviving and 
refreſhing heat of the riſing Sun.. Can there be 
any thing more pretious than life ? Skis for skin 
and all that a man bath will he give for hu life, 
Fob 2. 4. and is there any life ſo pretious as 
that which is immortal , either in a bleſſed or 
unhappy ſtate of being? And can we then with- 
out extream folly take ſo much ſinful care for 
this tranſitory: life , and be fo utterly negle- 
&ive of. our ſpiritual , which mult remain fot 
ever ? In the name and fear of God, let this 
therefore timely teack us all, what zealous per- 


ſons we ought to be, who are to make our 


ſelves ſpiritually ready for Chriſts ſpiritual 
coming; that ſo we may be zealouſly amiable 
in his eyes who hath given us his love : how 
rich in graces, how 'burning in affeRions, 
bow chaſte in deſires, how-{weet in-perfumes of 


zealous ſupplicatioas , how unſpotted of the 
| world, 
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world, in holineſs and righteouſneſs, and how 
earneſt in our deſires for the ſweet 1njoy ment 
of that bleſſed Spirit, by which we may become 
zealous upon earth and triumphant in hea- 
ven ? 

The third in conſideration is the high and 
ſupream excellency of its object Chriſt Jeſus, 
in whom are all the rich treaſures of wi'dom, 
knowledge, grace, and glory 3 in whom (that 
is, in: whole perfon, as tre ever bleſſed mo: 
diatour between God and man) dwel:th the 

wlneſs of the Gedherd bodily; and in whom as 


in the bleſſed (fountain, 15 the perfe&ion of | 


all beauty : an objie& more tranſcendently 
amiable, and infinitely more to be deſired, 
than Davids thouſands of gold and ſilver , or 
Pauls far larger poſſcilion of all theſe out- 
ward injoyments; toe great heauty of this 
creation being but a Jars thaddow of that in- 
comprehenſible and intinitely far more excel- 
ling beauty of h's glorious Effence, from 
whom are a!l the beanties and deſirable per- 
feRions of this preſent life 3 and unto whom 
( as to the vaſt Ocean from whence our Kivu- 
lets of comforts daily flow ) ought inceſſantly 
to run the thankful currents of our prai'es 
here, of our Allelujaes hereafrer. By this bleſ- 
Ced Object it is, that the zealous Chriſtian can 
joyfully, and comfortably behuvid God ( who 
js efſentially love in his Eſſence, and commu- 
nicably love unto us) affe&ionately imbra- 
cing him from all eternity, and ( by his holy 
Spirit, (the happy means ofdained to the ble(- 
ſed end, the ſaving of his pretious ſoul) in- 
viting, intreating, perſwading, nay even com- 
: L 3 pelling 
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pelling him to come in to Chriſt this bleſſed 
object of eternal love,that his houſe of glory 
may be full. This is that foul fatisfying ob- 
ze which ſo inffames the hearts of his ele&t 
with holy zeal, that they think notime too 
long, no pains to a great,no ſuffering too mach 
for Chriſt and his ſervice : from whence it is 
that the true zealots love to Chrilt, is not only 
great but paſſionate, as we have it, Cant. 7. 10, 
« am my well belaved's and his deſire is towards me 
and Cant. 5 8.1 am fich of love, let him kiſs me 
with the kifjes of bis mouth, and I ſhall be [a- 
2:5f:4, Let me, O bleſed Jeſus, injoy the.{[weet 
refreI:ments of thy- bleſſed ſpirit .in this life, 
ani thy ſweet imbraces of eternity in that 
ko come, | 

The Fourth and laſt thing in conſideration 
whereby the lovelirzeſ; and excellency of this 
heavenly Grace appeareth,is the bleſſed frujts 
and effects of it, whic" are ſomany,, ſo won- 
derful, and of ſuch high and ſaving concern» 
ment, that even the very leaſt of them (unto .a 
ſincere heart)is an invitation ſufficient to make 
him heartily in love with it. For by this blef- 
ſed grace of zeal alone and only it 1s, that 
all the other gifts and graces of Gods holy ſpiric 
tn us are made lively, active and acceptable.in 
Gods eye; whereby weare at bleſſed peace with 
God and our own Souls, By holy Zeal it is 
that in Chriſt Jeſus we have both. free acceſs 
unto the throne of Grace, and a comfortable 
return from it, The prayers of the, righteous ((aith 
the Apoſtle Fam. 5. 16, ) avail much,if they'be 
fervent 3 which are no more able;to aſcend 
thither without zeal, than vapor. fxom a Still 
| | | without 
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without fire. Zeal is that holy Varniih, that 
ſets a luier upon the Soul, and makes at ap: 
pear lovely in Chriſts eye; for by this ajone 
it is, that we know our Faith in Chritt to be 
living, our hope in him fleadfaſt and ftrong, 
our love to him chaſt & true,our felf-den:ul for 
him fixed & unfeigned, our peace that we inioy 
by him invaluable , our joy in the Holy Ghok 
unutterable,( by our godly perſeverance in the 
zealous improvement of all theſe) our aſſurance 
of heaven unalterable. In brief, woulifſt tiou 
be a man after Gods own heart ? there 15 no- 
thing but zeal at the heart can make thee io, 
Wouldſt thou be undaunted in ſpirit? zeal 
will make thee bold as a Lion; avle to in- 
counter the greateſt of dangers, tribulations, 
afflitions, perſecutions, even death it ſelf for 
Chriſts fake : thy faith in his promiſes, thy - 
hope in his mercy, thy love to his truth, thy 
pms under his trials, thy meekneſs and 
umility under his rod, and thy gracious per- 
ſeveranc? in them all, all theſe by thy fervent 
zeal to his glory,coming forth of this fiery fur- - 
nace of affli&ion, far more pretious than Gold 
that is tried in the fire, without the leaſt ſtain 
of impurity, or loſs of integrity. Wouliſt thou 
be more excellent than thy neighbour, all the 
righteous ones are the excellent of the Farth, 
and the zeitot ſurmounts them all, as Saul dQ 
the people by the kead and ſhoulders. And 
laſt of all, which is the chief of all, Woulgſt + 
thon have power with God in Praier to over- 
come him ? to obſtru& his Jnſtice, to recon- 
cile his mercy, to obtain his bleſſings, to di- 
vert his juiigemeats, and to pacify his wrath? 
L 4 All 
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All this can holy zeat inable thee to doxas to thy 
comfort thou maieſt 'ce in holy Faceb zealoufty 
fraying ard powerfully prevailing; Etjoh 
zeatouſly pray ing,and fetching down fire from 
Heaven to conſume the ſacritice, and water to 
refreſh the Farth 3 Aarow with his 
(tHe holy type of burning zeal ) ſtanding be- 
tween the livngand the dead, and ceaſing the 
Plague, Xumb. 16. 4?. Mary the ſinner ob» 
taining pardon for her fins, becaufe ſhe was 
zealous and loved much; and the zealous 
Saints, wFofe fervent love to Chriſt carried 
them through fiery flames to heavenly glo- 
r\, arraied ttere with robes of glory fuitable 
to their degrecs of zeal on Earth, 

Theſe are the ble:'ed and the glorious effeRs 
of ze:i!, manifeſted in the Souls of true zea- 
lt>: ttere are cthers yet remaining that cx- 

2.1 themſelves even to their bodies and 
eſtites allo. And thus we have one Aſofs 
zealorſty contending with G«d in Prayer 
for the 1ſraclies, until at Jaſt God faid unto 
him, L-: me alone: here Ijracls, deſtru&ion was 
diverted by his zealous ſupplication : Ard 
thus we Fave one E!ijbas, the Forſemen and 
tte Chariots of Iſrae/; And thus we-have a 
zealous Phinear, by his executing puniſhment 
upon toe (i, ful Zimrs and Cosbi in the a&at 


fornication, obtaining a bleſſing for himſelf 


and his poſter'ty , even throughout all their 
generations 3 as We have it Xwmb, 2:,7. One 
of theſe zealots, although never fo much de- 
ſpiſcd in the worlds eye, is worth a thouſand 
ot' ers, and ſhall be called a Prince with God 
(as {rad] was 3- ) when the luke-warm my 
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of the world ( be they never ſo worldly rich) 
ſhall be looked on as beggars,as being in Gods 
eſteem both poor, and niked, and wretched, 
and miferable, as we haveit Rev. 3, 17. Yea 
ſuch and ſo excellent are the effe&s - thereof, 
that it afordeth warmth not only to thoſe that 
are near it, but eyen unto thoſe alſo that are 
ſtrangers to it : ſo fared it with thelſraclite, 
with whom the Levite dwelt; and with the- 
widdow of Sarepta, with whom the-Prophet- 
lodged. 

Is it not a wonder now, that this holy fire 
ſhould be (o:great a ſtranger to the world as to 
beſo much f1:ghted by ſome,derided by cthers, 
eſteemed by few, and difreſpeted almoſt by 
all ? Nay is it not yet a greater wonder, that 
it ſhould be fo great a firanger unto thoſe 
who are not'of the world , but have given 
up their names unto: Chriſt, and pretend them- 
ſelves Citizens of the new Feru/:km in Hea- 
ven, and members of the houſhoid of faith up- 
on- earth ? of whom it may be as trnly ſaid as 
of the pretendersto righteouſneſs; There 15 none 
zealous, no not one. O let it rot be fo with' 
thee that readeſt this, but labour earnefily to: 
obtain and preſerve it. For thy holy aſitance 
wherein, that thou maiſt feel the comfortabie*+. 
warmth of it, and (.» be heartily in love with 
it, make uſe of tneſe my concluding direRi-* 
ons. 

In order to the obtaining of it, Tet thy keart-. 
be firſt made ready to receive it. If thou findeſt 
there any noiſome damps of fin, remove thent: 
thence by true and timoly repentance : for - 
where-the bearth is damp, the fire will be both 
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longer inKindlng, and backwarder in burn* 
ng. 

When thy heart is thus prepared, lift itup 
to God in prayer for obtaining of it :Never 
( O never) give thy ſoul reſt, nor thy cevoti- 
ons reſt, until thou haſt a comfortable feeling 
of the warmth of it: let him not alone, let him 
not goe, until thou haſt prevailed, until thou 
fecleſt the bleſſed heat of it in thine affeions, 
and the holy effeAs of this happy heat, in thy 
zealous life and converſation. If thou en- 
tereſt upon this holy work with hungering and 
thirſting for this heavenly grace, thou re=deſt 
not to fear the ſweet injoyment of it ; thy God 
who much delighteth in thee to do thee Food, 
will never ſtint thee in thy good deſires ; his 
love 1s ever more ready to give, than thy 
want to receive, Let thy prayers therefore 
he faithful and earneſt, and thou canſt not 
want the blefling. 

When thou haſt obtained this bleſſing, thy 
next care muſt be to preſerve and increa'e1t 3 
which that thou mayſt the better do obſerve 
theſe three dire&ions. Firf, Let this holy fire be 
daily fomented with convenient air 3 Secondly, 
Let it be duly fed with ſuch proportionable 
fuel as may nouriſh and increaſe it 3 Idirdh;, 
Let all impediments be removed that may 
e:ther damp , or quite extinguith it. 

That Spiritual air by which this ſpiritual 
fire muſt live, is the comfortable breathing of 
Gods holy ſpirit in thy heart: Thy firſt and 
greateſt care therefore ought to be that thou 
quench not the holy ſpirit, by the {inful deeds 
of the flelh, Pray therefore often , and _ 
neltly 
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neſily unto God that thou maieſt be filled with 
the Spirit, that ſo thy zeal may live and thy 
ſins dye. Thy ſpiritual fuel to nourith and 
;ncreaſe it, is Gods ſacred word, and there'n } 
his gratious promiſes and never failing perfor- 
mances; theſe are the proper fuel for it, and 
his Preachers lips the beſt bellowes to blow 
it up; that will aſſuredly preſerve and in- 
creaſe it, and this will give more light and. 
heat untoit. The impediments to be remove 
are the bent of thy affeftions to the world 
ward,and the ſuddain damps ariſing from the 
filth of (in; the firſt will much allay the beat 
and vigour of it, and the ſecond quite put it 

out : the adventitious heat of thy inflamed af- 

fe&Rions to the world ward, will much abate 
thy natural heat of zeal to Chriſt and his king- - 
dome ; and the cold damp of any bofome fin, 
will quite extinguiſh grace and geodneſs in 
thee, The Ark of God and Dagon, God and 

Be{ial.zeal and (in, cannot live together. Theſe . 

are the holy meanes to obtain, nouriſh, and 

preſerve this heavenly grace ; the rich pol- 

feſſion whereof will both increaſe thy-graces. , 

on catth, and thy glory in beaven, 
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PIOTS ADMONITIONS 


© pon the preceding Meditations. 


Nd now beloved Chriſtian (I having ſhew- 


ed ttee the nature uſe and -execllency of 


xzcal ) If thou deſireſt the continuarce of grace 
in thy heart, of peace jin thy conſcience, of 
Joy tn thy ſpirit, of prote&'on to thy - body, 
of (afety to thy ſoul, and a bleffing on thy e- 
ſtate ard thy childrers after thee 3 IF thou de- 
fireſt to be heard when thou prayeſt, and to re- 
ceive what thou prayeſt for 3 If thou wouldſt 
have an honorable efleem in Gods eye, and 
have ſpiritual power to prevail with him ſor 
obtaining. of mercies, removing of judge- 
ments, the forgiveneſs of ſins, the increaſe of 
grace, and augmentation of glory : Let what 
thou haſt here read' admoniſh thee to hear 
in time what the Spirit of God ſaith unto 
thee, and to be zealous. 
thee as thou loveſt thy foul, to uſe all means 
poſlible for the gracious improyement of it: 
Let not the {coffs and derifions of the 37.bals of 
this worli, deterr thee from. it; but comfcrt 
thy ſelf in this, that when thou art vileſt and 
moſt deſpicable in tke worlds eye, thou arr 
moſdpretious in the ſight of God 3 but ſay re- 
ther with holy David, If this be wileneſs Twill 
get become more vile ;, & with holy Foſwuah, 24. 15, 
tet others doe what they will, but I and wy 
boſe will ſerve the Lord,aud be Zealouss = 


O let me begof 
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O remember, I beſeech thee, that thou art 
Fort of the world, but one of God's peculiar: | 
people; one.of rhat holy (eed, and ſpiritual ge- 
neration , whoſe names are inrolled in hea- | 
ven, even in Chriſt Jeſus, who is the ever 
bleſied bouk of life, and that therefore thou 
oughteſt to be the .more peculiarly zealous of 
his glery : Let this. therefore earneſtly per- 
ſwade with thee, to-deal truly with thine 
own ſoul, in ſearching narrowly forſin, and 
ſuing humbly, and timely , and earneſtly for 
pardon, in nouriſhing and cherilhing thisholy 
grace by all the holy helps conducing to it-: 
pray , read , meditate, frequent the publick 
places of Gods worſhip: let the bleſſed exam. 
ples of the zealous Saints incourage thee; and 


rather than be wanting of the uſe of means 
to EXxeite thee to the pra@tice & improvement 


of this heavenly grace, let the carelel(sneſs, and 
colanefs of this prefent age and time wherein 
thou liveſt, incourage thee,that thou mayR 
thereby ſhew thy ſelf a peculiar ſeed, and bleſ(- 
ſed child of God, even in the midſt of a crook» 


ed, perverſe, luke-warm, and ſinful gene» 


ration, Thou knoweſt not how ſoon ( for the . 
loathed: fin of luke-warmneſs ) the glorious 
light of the Goſpel ( as from other nations it 
hath been) may be removed from thee, Thou 
knoweſt not how ſuddenly by death thou 
mayſt be removy'd fromit ; whether this very: 
day it may not be faid unto thee, as unto him. 
in the Goſpel, Lake 16. 2. gize an account of 
thy fewardſbip, for thou fhalt be no longer ftewy- 
ard, [mpzove therefore timely and daily this 
thy heavenly talent : Repent and. be a faith- 
ful, Cacere, and zealous Chriſtian, IHE 
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Thow great , gloriows, and eternal Being, who 

art that inacce//ible lig ht and heat, from whence 
8be bleſſed Angels do receive that bleſſed warmth, 
whereby their holy natures are inflam'd with fer- 
wency of zealons love to thee and thy commands ; 
from whoſe eternal love in Chrift to thine eleÞ, 1 
live, and move, aud bave my ſpiritual Being : 
vouchſafe, I bumbly pray thee, that by the Bleſſed 
rays of this thy Divine love, my finful ſoul may be 
inlightewed with the ſaving knowledge of thy 
zruth: O let theſe comfortable beams of Chriſt the 
Son of righteouſneſs, revive and warm my frozen 
and benummed affetions ; that they may zealouſly 
break forth mito a bright and fervent flame of at- 
feRion to thee and thy glory: O quicken and 1n- 
creaſe this holy grace every day more and more in 
mm and ſo nouriſh and foment it by the bleſſed 
breathings of thy boly Spirit, that I may truly know 
the: , ſincerely love thee , joyſully ſerve thee, and 
conftantly delight in thee. O let me never think my 
ſelf zealous enough , but daily endeavour ro in- 
creaſe this holy flame to that happy heighth , that 


may at laſt eat np and witerly conſume the filthy 


ffraw and ftubble of my fiuful and corrnps na- 
ture ; and leave me tru'y [ach as thow <would. ff 
bave me to be, thy holy and peculiar ſpiritual ſeed, 
3hy willing and obedient Child, zeal: uſly, and f aith- 
fully, and couflantly, and joyfully, and imtively de- 
voted wnto thee, and thy glory, Grant thu, decay 

| : Faiber, 
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Father, for bis bleſſed ſake, who freely and zeal- 
ouſly laid down his. pretious life for me, even Feſws | 
Chrift the righteous. Amen. | | 


CHAP, XV. 


Cf the ſhortneſs and uncertainty of life , the teys 
ronrs and amaxements of an wnprepared death, 
and the ſeverity and eternity of puniſoments af- 
ter death, 


Onſider, O vain man, whoſoever thou art 

that yet dareſt to go on boldly, and pre- 

ſumptuouſly, in any known and bofofne 
ſin : O conſider, I beſeech thee, both (criouſſy, 
and timely, that thy days, thy hours, nay even 
thy very minutes perhaps, are (wift, ſhort, 
and uncertain, and may ſuddenly be brought 
to an end; that to day thou art here, and to 
morrow thou mayfi be gone; that as the graſs 
of rhe field, thou art ſoon cut down and wi. 
thered, and thy place no more to be found 3 
that even this thy ſhort moment of time is 
wholly in Gods hands, to order it and diſpoſe 
of it as it ſeemeth beſt unto his godly wiſdom ; 
that it is not given but lent unto thee, and 
that thou canſt not therefore claim one mi- 
nute ef it as thine own; that this thy pretious 
lent time, muſt ſhortly ( perhaps ſuddenly ) 
be yo more, but be ſwallowed up into the vaſt 
Ocean of Fternity ; that after this life there is 
no place left for repentance, although thou 
{eekel} 
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ſeckeſt it with tears; that judgment orce pro- 
nounced againſt thee can never be revoked; 
that thy woeful miſery can never be relieved ; 
and (to the terrour of thy ſoul) that this thy 
woeful calamity ſhall never be ended; for as 
the tree falleth,. ſo ir:muſt liefor ever. And 
then judge how great will be thy folly , how 
woeful thy miſery , if thy only aim and end 
be ſtill romiſpend it ; if thou: vainly promiſeſt 
unto thy ſelf both months and years of ſinful 
delights. Thou readeſt but of one, in all the 
book of God. that aurſt preſume to meaſure out 
his life by years; he by God himſelf Luke 12. 
was branded with the name of foo/: O let his 
folly be thy inſiru&ion , to account each day 
thy laſt, becauſe thou knoweſt not whether 
th: t days light may be allowed thee, to lead 
thee to the next: even This very night, for 
ought thou knoweſ,, thy ſoul ( as his) may be 
required of thee; and then where are all 
thoſe . tranſitory ſinful joys, thoſe falſe de- 


lights, thoſe thorns and briars of this ſinful - 


world, that have both choaked the good ſeed 
of Gods grace ſown in thy heart, pricked thy 
conſcience, and wounded thee in ipirit? The 
ſad remembrance of them will be thea moft 
grievous unto thee, the burden of them in- 
tollerable , and, with amazement of ſoul and 
terrour of conſcience, thou wilt then be for- 
ced to confeſs, and ſay, 1 have Dept out my 
fleep of ſin, and found nothing in my hands 
but miſery to afli& me, and ſhame to con- 
found me. 

Conſider in the next place ( whik thou hah 
yettime of grace to coniider) what dreadful 
thoughts, 
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thoughts, what horrcur of confcience, what 
anguith of ſpirit, and what unutterable difira- 
&tion of mind, at this unwelcome hour of 
death muſt reeds ſurprize thy unprepared' 
ſoul : when theſe thy prefent pains of death, 
are but the ſad forerunners of thoſe far grea- 
ter future pairs of hell, which muſt remain 
for ever; when tte pleaſure of thy ſins 15 now” 
paſt and gone, and their guilt only remain- 
ing; when thy conſcience is now thorowly 
awakened to accuſe thee, Go.'s juſtice read 

to condemn thee, the viols of his ferceſt wrat 

to be poured ont upon thee, all the miſerable 
comforters of this hite to forſake thee, and tte 
Devi), thy ſedvcing enemy, now ready to re- 
ceive thee. What wovldſt thon not now give 
(C if millions of vain words were thine to give) 
' to be one of thoſe bleſſed ones, whoſe godly 
wiſdom thou haſt ſormerly accounted fooliſh- 
neſs? how willingly wouldeſt thou now pro- 
mife, upon Gods reprieve, utterly to forfake 
all the ſinful pleaſures of the wicked, that thou 
maiyſt thereby die tFe death of the righteous, 
that ſo thy future cordition may be like unto 
his? O wretched man that thou art? canſt 
thou conſider this, and not bitterly bewail thy 
foxmer folly, and not ſuddenly reſolve to break 
off from thy ungodly courſes, and make fure 
work for thy ſout? Thou haſt now (in this th 

day of grace) free leave toobtain that, whic 

then is ntterly impoſſible for thee, at any rate, 
to purchaſe : thou art now invited, intreated, 
beſecched, even compelled to come in to 
Chriſt, by the frequent viſits of Gods holy 
Sp:rcit, by. the forewarnings of his Prophets, 


\ 
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by the beſeechings of his Apoſiles, by his 
mercies to allure thee, and his judgments to 
inforce thee, and (which 1s yet of higher 
coniequence ): by the holy interceſſion of his 
bleſied Son unto the Father for thee. IF not- 
withſtanding all this, thou (halt (till careleſly 
refule to make thy calling an election ture, 
thou cant thzen expe& none other at thy laſt 
hour, but that fearful expe&ation of judge- 
ment, which is the portion of all thoſe hypo- 
cites, Which wiifully,and obſtinately, and da- 
ringly, forget God. 

Conſider yet farther of the dreadful horrour 
of this thy ſeparation : Thou art now going in- 
to that unknown place, where thy diſtreſſed 
ſoul muſt be eternally unhappy, and without 
reſt, becauſe eternally removed from Go:l, the 
true 'and proper center of her reſt and queet- 
neſs. This is that Pexa Damsi , that puniſh- 
ment of loſs, that eternal baniſhment of unhap- 
py ſouls, from Geds preſence, with which 
the evil ſpirits and the rebellious reprobates 
are everlaſtinzsly tormented 5 where- no eye 
ſhall pitty them, no heart relent for them, no 
hand of mercy and compaſſion be afforded to 
relieve them, aud (to augment their grief ) 
where God himſelf, who only can releaſe 
them, {ball for ever not only hide his bowels 
of compaſſion from them , but ( as the Pro- 
phets phraſe is) ſhall alſo laugh as their de- 

rudtion. 

O moſt woeful and deplorable condition of 
the damned ! who not only ſuffer this great or 
rather greateſt puniſhment of loſs , but ever 
that of ſenſe alſo; even that ſpiritual torment- 
ing 
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ing fire, prepared of old for thoſe that are the 
children of diſobedience, and which thall ne- 
ver be extinguiſhed. God whom they have 
offended is eternal, therefore muſt their pu- 
nithment beeternal; he is alſo infinite, there- 
fore muſt their ſuffering allo be infinite : No- 
thing but an infinite ſatisfa&tion in Chriſt 
could reconcile his mercy unto ſinners , and 
therefore nothing but an infinite puniſhment 
can be proportionable to his infinite Juſtice : 
Infinite in continuance, infinite without in- 
termiſſion, infinite without the leaſt mitiga- 
tion 3 not ſo little a refreſhment as one drop of 
mercy may here be had for the relief of mife- 
ry; from the eternity of which extream mi- 
ſery ariſeth that extremity of anguiſh , which 
15 neither poſſible for me to utter , nor for thee 
to Conceive. 

From the ſad apprehenſion of this their moſt 
deplorable condition , was that moſt dreadful 
ſaying of S.Paul, Heb. 10, It ts a Fg thing 
to fall into the hands of the living God : fearful to 
the ſoul at its departure from the body; fear- 
ful to the body at its being reunited to the 
ſoul, and eternally fearful unto both, who as 
they were formerly ſharers in (inning , muſt 
now alſo be eternal ſharers in ſuffering z where 
they thall lamentably cry and not be heard, beg 
for help, and not be relieved, mourn and not 
be comforted, 

Who can now enough admire the folly of 
thoſe deluded ſouls, that have now mercy 
freely offered them, and yet wilfully and 
wickelly refuſe it ? that have now their day 
of grace to repent in, and yet — 
| miſ- 
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miſpend it ? that make a mock. at fin anc 
laughing ſtock of puniſhment ? that areſinfully 
| mindful of Gods mercy ,and utterly forgetfi:1 of 
' his Juſtice? that can readily remember that 
there is no condemnation to them that are in 
Chriſt Jeſus, but are too apt to forget, that it is 
unto thoſe only who walk not after the fleſh 
but after the (ſpirit ? that,as the Apoſtles phraſe 
15, both daily and hourly treaſure up unto 


themſelves wrath againſt the day of wrath and. 


revelation of the righteous judgement ? that 
are ſo {infully far from true and timely repen- 
tance, that (as the Prophets phrafe is) they draw 
on iniquity with cart-ropes, they even tempt their 
temptations, by making proviſion for the 
fleih to fulfil the ſinful ln''s thereof ? Who can 
ſufficiently bewail this their unhappy condi- 
tion, when (by their long and ſtubborn refiſt- 
ing of the holy Spirir ) their bleſſed time of 
calling 1s once paſt? when ( as the Prophets 
phraſe is) they have not. only wearied out 
themſelves, but their God alſo, in their ways 
of wickedneſs, and are now left to the wicked- 
neſs of their own ways, that they may thereby 
fill up the meaſure of their iniquities here, that 
God (tn his Divine Juſtice ) may reward them 
with the full meaſure of his wrath hereafter. 
Be warned therefore in time (I beſeech 
- thee) to conſider gratiouſly, and ſeriouſly, of 
the great danger thou art in, by living and de- 
lighting in fin, and of that greater danger 
thou art haſting to, by thy being utterly de- 
priv'd of grace: And if thou either delireſt to 
enjoy the love and favour of God in Chrift 
Jeſus, in:whom art all the treaſures-of _ 
ow=- 
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knowledge, grace and glory, in whom is peace 
unalterable,joy unutterable,and bleſiednets in- 
conceivable: If thou valueſt the bleſſed gnard of 
Gods holy Angels about thee, the bleſſed work- 
ing of all things together to the beſt for thee ; If 
thou deſireſt a ſafe, (weet and comfortable life, 
a bleſſed and a welcome death, a joyful reſur- 
region and a bleſſed poſſeſſion of that eter- 
nal inheritance which 'Chriſt thy bleſſed re- 
deemer hath purchaſed for thee, where all 
tears ſhall be wiped from thine eyes, all ſor- 
row from thine heart , where everlaſting joy 
ſhall be upon thy head, and where thou ſhalt 
poſſeſs joy and exultation 3 ſet not light by 
what thou haſt here read, but make a time- 
ly and a gratious improvement of it, and tho 
Lord in his rich mercy and abundant good- 
nefs towards thee, ſo bleſs it unto thee, that 
thou mayſt ſee in this thy day,thoſe things that 
are belonging to thy peace, that ſo thou mayſt 
repent and be (ſaved. 
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THE PRATER. 


| | 036 gre God, when T ſeriouſly con- 
| | fider of thy Purity, and baline/s, and 
| of myown wileneſs, aud deformity, of thy 
ftupendions love in Chrift, and mine own 
unibank fulneſs, of thy tender bowels of com- 
paſſion towards me,and of my rebellious beart 
and ſtubborn provocations againſt thee, I 
am utterly confounded and aſhamed 10 lift 
#þ mine eyes. unto heavens 10 beg my pardon 
of thee: Lard I have prievouſly ſinned \ 


and now I heartily d:fire 20 repent > T bave- 


ſinned agatinſt thee, and IT cannot repent 
but by thee, T have lain long dead and 
ſtinking in the rotten grave of ſin, an 

caniiot riſe from ther ce unleſs thou calleft me 
aloud by the great miracle of thy rich mercy 


to come forth ; I have ſinned by delight tn 


finfidl thoughts, in ungrations conſenting to 
them , in more ſinful 2ding of them , and in 
moſt preſumptuous cnjtomary continuaice in 
them; and ( which is yet a farther and 
more wicked aggravation of my guilt ) by 
wy boaſting of them and my gloryi 'g in 
them, 
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them, and» all ibis againſt the light of mine 
own knowledge, the checks of mine own con- 
ſcience, and the Bblifſed motions of thy cer 
bleſſed ſpirit, without the leaſt remorſe” of 
conſcience , or purpoſe of repentance : O let 
it be enough, Lord, for it is enough , yea too 
too mach, that T havethus long wanaredin_ 
the waies of wickedneſ; ; O let me now ſee 
and faibfully believe, 1bat there is no ſweet- 
neſi but in goodneſs, no beauty but in bolt- 
neſs, no pleaſure but in thy ſpiritual re- 
freſhments, n1 ſafety but in thy proteCiion, 
no comfort bat in: thy grace, no veſt and qui- 
etneſs, Int in the bleſſedpeace of conſcience 
here, and full aſſurance af a bleſſed con» 
dziton hereafter : O teach me now at laſt ſ5 
to vymber my daies, that I may apply my 
beart-to the ſaving knoro/edge of 1hce and 
thy Chriſt, which ir the only irue wiſdom 5 
let me nev:r think it well with me unitl T 
can truly ſay with comfort, Lord I believe, 
and then for tby rich mercy ſake in Chriſt, 
help thou my unbclief : Lora, fit and pre- 
pare me for the þ ur of death and day of 
Judgement : O thou bleſſed Saviour of I:ſt 
man, who baſt ſweetned deatb by thy per- 
fe Obedience, and perfumed the grave by 
thy willing ſuffering 3 ſufſer me not in my 
aſt 


240 The Chitſtan Monito2. 

Lift hour for any paines of Death, terrcurs 
of con{ctence, or horrors of Hell, to fall from 
my faſt hold of tby mercy, nor to loſe the 
bleſſed hopes of mine eternal inberitance , I ut 
in my lift, and greateſt rwcakneſs, and exe 
tremity, even then, O Lira, when all the 
comforts. of this wretched life ſhall fail me, 
Lord Feſus forſake me net, be not thoutben 
for from me. Lord bear me, and belp me, 
and have mercy on me, in the free pardon 
and forgiveneſs of my many and my great 
effences, ſtrengthen my weak, and (taggering 
faith, perfeft that good work which thou 
baſt gratisuſly b:gun in me, 0 thy glory and 
mine own endleſs comfort; and all for 


Chit Feſus ſake the rizhterus, Amen. 
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CHAP. XYL. 


Containing beavenly help, far weak , doubting and 
'  diſconſolave Chriſtians, 


AX now my dear Chriftian convert, as 
the bleſſed cloſe of all, I have here pro- 
vided for thee ſuch ſpiritual comfort and alliſt - 
ance,as by Gods bleſſing upon it, may both (uf- 
- ficiently inable thee to_ withſtand all thoſe lin- 
ful Soul diſmaying arguments and obje&ions 
which either Satan, or thine own accuſing 
conſcience ſhall ob;je& againſt thee, and alſs 
{onouriſh and -increaſe thy ſpiritual ſtrength, 
that thou may/t thereby be able to put on that 
whole armour of God, which will make thee 
both a compleat Chriſtian Souldier, to fight the 
Lords battails, and alſo a bleſſed and glo- 
rious Vicor over thy ſpiritual enemies; ſs 
that at the laſt when thou art ready to lay- 
down thine earthly Tavernacle , thou maiſt 
with comfort ſay with holy Pawl 2 Cor. 5. 1.7 
kzow that when the houſe of this earthly taberna» 
cle is diſſolved, I have 8 building given of God, 
an hogſe not made with hands, Eternal in the 
H-avens : for I know whom I have believed 
and am perſwaded that he is able to keep that 
which I have committed to him againſt thar 
day, 2 Tim. 1. 12. For the bleſſed -enjoyment 
whereof, make uſe with me I pray thee of theſe - 
enſuing helps; and the Lord ( in his rich 

| M mercy) 


oy 
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mercy ) ſo bleſs them unto thee, that in the 
hour of temptation, , thou maiſt gather ſpiri- 
tual ſtrength, and Chriſtian courage by them, 
to reſiſt the po werful' onſets of thy ſpiritual 
enemy, and increaſe daily inall godlineſs and 
honeſty, and thereby in joy and comfort in the 
Holy Ghoſt ; that ſo thou maiſt have that invi- 
olable peace with thy God which paſſeth un- 
derſtanding , peace with thine own conſcience, 
and at laſt that bleſſe? ::.! -ternal peace, pre- 
pared for thee by the Þri:: > <. pics, the Lord 
Jeſus thy redeemer, to whom with the Father 


and the holy: ſpitit the bleſſed and eternal. 


comforter, lory for ev--. Amen. 

As our main buſineſs in this life is to be in 
C hriſt, (o our greateſt comfort or unhappineſs 
conſiſteth in the ſtrength or weakneſs of this 


our Chriſtian aſſurance, whereby it is plainly 


evidenced to us whether we be in Chriſt or 
not. For if we by a true, living, and jufti- 
fying Faith cannot lay hold upon him as our 
Chriſt, We certainly are ( as S. Paul faith ) of 
all men moſf# miſerable. «Now in ſo much as even 
the very beſt of Chriſtians ſometimes (bu t more 
frequently ſuch as are newly converted } 
and yet weak in the Faith ) are by the power 
and malice of the Devil ( who dayly ſzeketh 
whom he may devour, ) tempted with ſinful 
doubtings of the ſafety of their condition 3 
I have therefore in the laft place ( for the 
comfort and ſafety of thoſe that are paſſed 
from death to life ; from the cruel bondage of 
Satan into the glorious liberty of the ſons of 
God ) indeavoured to lay down by way of 
Objections, and Anſwers, ſome of thoſe pe. 
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cipal: ſcruples of conſcience and doudtings 
of heart which ( cither by the winnowings 

Satan , or the weakneſs of Faith ) may in- 
danger our ſpiritual building on our bleſſed 
foundation Chriſt Jeſus 3 and give us ſeemingly 
Juſt cauſe to fear whether we arc in Chriſt or 


nok, 

ObjeR. 1, 1 fear exceedingly that I know 
not Chriſt ſavingly,that I have not thorough=- 
ly ( as the Apoſtle: bigg,ath mee Gal. 6.) pro» 
ved my ſelf. whether... am in the Faith ; thar 
my graces are not ſaving, bi: common graces, 
which have only the reſemblance of graces bur 
not their poweis aud effets, whereby I am 
only outwardly adorned but not P__ 
ſanctified : So that I may well fear my ſelf 
to be one of thoſe that the Apoſtle ſpeaketh 
of, Gal. 6. 3. That think my ſelf (omething 
when T am( indeed) nothing, but deceive 
my ſelf with mine own vain umaginati- 
ONS, 

Anſwer, When this or the like doubts ſhall 
moleſt thee, comfort thy (elf with this , that 
although through the weakneſs of thy Faith 
thou canſt not believe as thou wouldeſt, yet 
thou earnefily defireſt to believe and grieveſt 
that thou canſt believe no more, and canſt 
with earneſtneſs of ſoul with him in the Goſ- 
pel ſay, Lord 1 believe , hilp thou my unbelief : 
That thou willingly deſireſt to forgoe all to in- 
Joy Chriſt : That unleſs thou hadſtſome hea- 
venly ſparks of this holy fire of Faith in thine 
heart,thy Flax could not ſmoke with theſe holy 
defires, and that therefore undoubtedly Gods 
gracious promiſe of not quenching it , Mat. 

M 2 12: 20, 
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12.20: belongeth unto thee, and that although 
the earthy dampneſs of - thy. corruptions yet 
bi- ders thy happy flaming out into a more 
bleſied light and heat 'of Faith, yet by 
the ſorrowful groans of thy perplexed ſpi- 
Fit that thou ſtill (moakeſt more and more 
with holy deſires, although thou canſt not yer 
fame out with heavenly comfort : That God 
looks not yet upon tHee as a Tree but as a reed, 
weak in thy intancy of Faith,and bru:ſed with 
co. tinual mourning for thy ſins, and that 
therefore ke expecteth not yet more from 
thee than thou art able to perform, neither 
Will ( 11 mercy )-lay more upon thee for -the 
trial of thy Faith than: thy ,preſent weakneſs 
oy his grace aſſiſting ſhall inable thee to 
car. 
063.2. If Satan (hall obzeX againſt thee that 
thy reventance is not true, becauſe although 
thou haſt mourned for thy fins , fighed . and. 


groaned under them, confeſſed them to Ab 


mighty God and prayed. for forgiyeneſs of 


them, made ſerious promiſes and-folemn vowes- 


to forſake them, made oftentimes - reſiſtance 
aga:nſt them with holy reſolution never more 
ro be overcome by them z yet that it is clearly 
evident that all this proceded more from the 
conviction of thy conſcience being afrighted 
with the fear of puniſhment than from grief 
of hearr for offending of thy good and gra- 
tions farher, becauſe thou fill beareſt a love 
- Bro them and delightef inthe remembrance 
oftkem. | 

Anſever, Comfort thy ſelf in t his, that there 
are fill remainins 32 the hearts of the molt re- 


generate . 
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generate mei alive, ſome ſeedsof natural cor- 
ruptions, which Godin :his divine wildom 
ſuffers there to- remain, partly to humble us, 
leſt we ſhould be exalted above meaſure, and 
partly to let us know , that our ſalvation is 
wholly of grace, and not of works 3 from 
whence is that luſting of the fleſh againſt the 
ſpirit, and the ſpirit againf# the fleſh, even in the 
ele& of God ; of which Saint Pau! ſpeaketh 
Gal. 5. 17. and from hence was that Lawygf rhe 
members rebelling againſt the law of the mind , 
which S.. Paul found in himſelf, Rom. 5, So 
that although by the-frailty and corruption of 
nature, thou maiſt have ſome (uddain EFrups 
tions of ſinful thoughts, ſome pleaſurable re- 
membrance of thy former ſins; yet by. the 
goodneſs of Gods reſtraining grace, thou 
canſt ſay with Paul, It is not I ( the regenerate 
man ) but fin. that \>welleth in- me; and with 
Foſeph alſo , How ſhall I doe this great wicked- 
neſs and ſo fin againſt my God. When thou haſt ' 
thus thoroughly waſhed thine heart from 
wickedneſs, as thy God by his holy prophet 
Feremiah requireth of thee 3 when grace is thus 
above nature ( although ſometimes a wicked 
thought may ſurpriſe thee) I dare boldly pro- 
nounce thy repentance true, thy condition ſafe 
and thee happy. 

Obje&, 3. If Satan and thine own accuſing 
conſcience ſhall yet farther object, that thou 
haſt not only had a love unto thy ſins, but that 
thou haſt alſo ſirong luſts ſtill remaining in 
thee, and haſt relapled into former Sins, not- 
withſtanding all thy vowes and promiſes to 
God for ever to foriake them 3 by which it 

M 3 plainly 
Pl 
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lainly may appear unto thee, that thou art 
ill the very ſame thou wert before 3 where- 
as the Apoſtle tells thee, AQs 14. 5. that faith 
purifieth tbe beart 3 and further 4 2 Cor. 5. 17. 
that »f any be in chriff be is become a-new creatut : 
and farther yet Gal. 5. 24. that rhey who are 
Chrifts have crucified the fleſh with the luſfs there- 
of : and that therefore thou vainly deceiveſt 
p iy ſelf, and haſt no part nor portion in 

'm. : | 

Anſwer, In this fore and dangerous tempta- 
 Tzons( maugre all the malice of Satan againſt 
' thee) tnou haſt yet matter of great comfort to 
' uphold thee; Hr in this that it js the ſad cons 
gition even of the very deareſt of Godschildren 
to have their old ſins ſtil] in part remaining in 
them;althoughin ſome far more than in others; 
proceding partly from Satans temptations , 
and partly from original corruptions : So that 
there remaineth not- only a woful neceſſity 
(even if the very beſt ) of committing fins of 
frailty and infirmity, buteven a dreadful pof- 
Kbility of falling into thoſe of wilfulneſs and 
preſumption, as was too ſadly experienced by 
Nob, David, Peter, and ſome others, choife 
and ſele& veſſels of Chriſt, The ſpouſe of 
Chriſt as we have it Cant. 5.although the _ 
comely in the beauty of Chriſt,* yet ſhe is 
black by her natural corruptions : This made 
Paul cry out Rom. $. of his body of Death , 
and yet rejoyce in his deliverance by Chrift 
the purchafer and giver of life: ſo that if God 


| ſhallfirily mark what even the very beſt of 


us ſhall de amiſs, who is able to abide it ? 


fecing as David ſaith Pſa}. 330. 3. In many 
things 
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things we fin all : but the comfortable diffe- 
rence to the child of God is this that his ſins 
are not lords (as inthe wicked ) to rule and 
reign over him, but ſervants to obey him, 
Secondly, Comfort thy ſelfe in this ; That theſe 
thy ſinful and corrupt affe&ions are by Gods 
divine wiſdome and his fatherly goodneſs to- 
wards thee, left in thee for thy great advan- 
tage. Frff, to humble thee, that as S. Paul 
ſaith Rom. 7. 25. thou maiſt be found in him 
not having thine own righteouſneſs but the 
righteouſneſs of Faith : Secondly , to increaſe 
thee in grace, that where ſin hath abounded as 
S.Pawl{aith Rom.g.20.there grace may abound 
much more, that ſo all things even thy very 
ſins may work to thine advantage, as the 
Apoſile promifeth Rom. 8. 28. And thirdly, to 
increaſe thee in glory 3 for as grace increaſeth 
here ſo ſhall glory hereafter. Be therefore 
comforted under this thy relapſe in this; that 
it is one thing for thee to be in ſin, and ano- 
thing for ſin to be in thee : They that are in 
fin are the ſervants of ſin, but if fin beonly 
ſo in thee that thou obey it not in the luſts 
thereof, but when thou art faln riſeſt again by 
repentance, art a perfe& hater of it , truly 
kumbled for it, and fighteſt powerfully a- 
gainſt it; from this thy fin the Son of Righte- 
ouſneſs ſhalt make thee free, (ſo that it {hall 
never be imputed to thee, either by way of 
guilt here, or puniſhment hereafter; the Lord 
in his rich mercy looking not ſo much u 

on thee as thou art » but as thou wouldſt be, 
who graciouſly meaſures us not by eur a&ions 
fo much as by our affe&ions, + | 

M 4 0bjeF 41 
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053eF. 4. But this Relapſe of thine is into 2 
groſs and hainous offence,a conſcience waſting, 
Soul condemning fin, not fitting to be once 
named amongſt the Saints; , and although 
David and Peter were guilty of as great, yet 
after their Repentance they relapſed not again 
and again into the ſame ſins as thou haſt done; 
and that therefore ſecing God and Belial can- 
not dwell together, thou haſt juſt cauſe to 
fear that Chriſt is none of thine, but as thou 
haſt made thy (elf the ſon of Rebellion, ſoit 
is moſt juſt with Ged to caſt thee off as a re- 
probate, and the child of perdition. 

Anſwer, Very rarely indeed doth the Lord 
leave his children thus dangerouſly to fall, 
but yet far be it from ſinful fleſh and blood, 
and much farther from the ele&of God(al- 
though relapſed into great and grievous fins ) 
to 1:mit the holy one of Iſrael; whoſe rich and 
ſtupendious mercy is above all his works, but. 
infinitely more above mans ſinfuleſt a&ions 
who as Saint Paul tells thee Rom. 9. 18. will 
have mercy one whom he will have mercy 3 who 
himſelf tells thee by his Prophet Ezekiel, 33. 
that he willeth not the death of any that is- 
wicked, but.that he be converted from his 
wicked ways, and live: Comfort thy ſelf 
therefore in this and reſt quiet in thy conſci- 
ence with it , that there is no fin whatſoever 
committed , of whatſoever nature, quality , 
degree, or continuance it be ( excepting on- 
ly that dreadful fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt ) 
but upon true and timely repentance of it, 
Godly ſorrow for it, and a ſan&ified life af- 
. tex it, both may and ſhall be forgiven : —_ 

a 


_ 


The Chuſttan Ponitoz. 249 


haſt the: gratious promiſe of thy bleſſed Sa- 
viour for it, Luke 12. 3i, 32. All fins that 
are committed ſhall be forgiven unto the (ous of 
men, but the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt ſhall ne- 
wer be forgiven, Here is no time, no place, 
no perſon , no continuance, no quality, 
no degree of ſin or ſinner whatſoever excepted 
( ſave only that which ( againſt the light of 
knowledge) is guilty of deſpight and mas - 
lice againſt Chriſt and his Goſpel, with mali- 
cious perſeverancs in the ſame) but all ſhall 
freely . be forgiven. O the wonderful and 
ſtupendious mercy of a loving Redeemer! who - 
can ſ\uKciently admire his gratious goodneſs 
unto us ſinners , who before we ask is thus - 
ready to promiſe us our pardon? How 
canſt thou doubt of the truth of his promiſe 
who is truth it ſelf ? how canſt thou queſtion 
his power to perform it, who is God Al- 


mighty ? who can queſtion his readinefs to. - | 


do it who is love it ſelf ? O let :this bleed 
conſideration melt thine eyes into tears, and 
thy - heart -into . griet for grieving him whs6 
is -thus compaſſionately affetionate towards 
thee: And let thy conſcience be quieted with 
this asa moſt certain truth, That although 
Chr kt and fin ailbwed and cheriſhed cans» 
not dwell together ; yet Chriſt and -(in 
truly mourned for, even the gates of Hell þ 
it ſelf ſhall never be able to putaſunder -: ' | 
for of this thou maieſt with confidence | 
and true comfort - aſſure-thy Soul-that grace 
is as truly grace,: although in a much lower 
degree, mm oppoling, as in overcoming thy 
C017 uPt10NS» 
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' 0bje@. 5. If after all this, either the devil of 
thy conſcience {hall object, that notwithſtand- 
ing all thy mourning for ſin, yet thou findeſt 
not that ſpiritual comfort , that joy unſpeak- 
able and glorions, which the Saints poſſeſs ; 
from whence ariſeth their invaluable peace 
which paſſeth underſtanding; but thou hat 
daily fightings and warrings in thy ſoul, many 
doubtings in thy heart, whereas the Apoſtle 
Faith, Rom. 5. 1» Being juſtified by faith wwe have 
peace with God; and that therefore thou 
doubteſt much whether thy repentance be true, 
thy faith kving, thy condition ſafe. 

Anſw. Spiritual joy and comfort 1n the holy 
Ghoſt is not always allowed to the Saints. Foly 
David himfſelf complained of the want of it, 
even after his repentance, when he cryed out 
in the bitterneſs of his ſoul , Pal. 77. 7, 9, 10. 
Will the Lord abſent himſelf for ever , and will he 


| | Jhew n10- more favour ? hath God forgotten to be 


gratiows, and will he ſhat up bis tender mercy ta 
diſpleaſure ? Yet even in a breath he comfor- 
tably recalleth this bis diſtruſt, in thefe his 
hopeful expreſſionsz And T ſaid, this is my death, 
Sut I will remember the years of the right hand of 
#he moff high : Now and then a taſte of this 
heavenly joy may fuffice to let us know, that 
our faith 1s living , and that if we patiently 
wait upon the Lords leaſure as David did , he 
will in his good time more abundantly com- 
fort our hearts. God uſually then fendeth his 
ebildren moſt comfort when they ſtand in moſt 
need of it : When Afary thought (he had quite 
Lft her Lord aud: Saviour, then was Chriſis 


time. to appear unto ber ; God thinketh it 6 
k© 
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to give thee but a taſle of that on earth, of 

which he hath prepared full draughts for thee 

in heaven : If thou makeſt (piritual joy and 

comfort the foundation of thy faith, thou | 
buildeſt on uncertain ground; for heavenly 
comfort is not of the Eſſence of Faith, but an in- 
choation and degree of glory. Comfort thy felt 
therefore in this, that although thou wanteſt | 
preſent comfort, yet thou wanteſt not faiths } 
nay, thou mayſt aſſure thy ſoul , that is tie: 
{irongeſt faith , that can believe without com- 
fort : Though the Lord kill me, faith Fob, yet will 
Fd truſt in him : O therefore in the midſt of all 
this thy diſcomfort , ſay thou with holy D.z:1d, 
Pſal, 42, 11. Why art thou caft down, 0 ny ſoul, 
and why art thou diſquieted within me? ſtill rruſ# '|| 
in God, for he ts the help of thy countenance and thy | 
God. i 
\ ObjeF 6, But I fear 1 have not made my 
calling and Ele&ion ſure, becauſe I have fo 
many ſtrong temptations upon me-which often 
over-power me : I fear I am but an hypocrite, || 
becauſe upon every good ation done I am 
too apt to refle& upon my ſelf in mine own 
worthine's, and thereby to rob God of his glo- 
ry and my ſelf of my heavenly reward ; my 
thoughts are often times blaſphemous , ſo 
ſtrongly fulminated by the power of Satan, 
that I cannot reſiſt them; whereas if I had 

that bleſſe.1 field of faith which belongeth 
unto thofe that are in Chriſt, I ſhould un- 

doubtedly thereby be able to oppoſe theſe 

rong aſſaults, tv quench theſe fiery darts; 

which more moleſt me now, than before my 

repentance and converfion 5 ſo that I much 

x M 6G. ſear. 
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fear I am ſtill out of Chriſt; and thereby can« 
, Rot Poſlibly have peace with Gdd. 


Anſw, The beſt. of men may be tempted to 

f the worſt of ſins, and yet may ſtill be dear and 
| Pretious in the light of God: Fob was ſtrongly 
lf rempted to deny God : Haul! to indulge the 
/* fleſh; and Chriſt himſelf to fall down and wor- 
ſhip the Devil : yet Divine grace was ſufficient 

; for them all. Be therefore comforted under 
| Theſe thy temp: ations, for God is moſt certainly 
;, at peace with thee, although thou canſt not at 
i all times plainly diſcern it; & thy faith is then as 
!! truly ſaving Faith when it is weak, as when 
; It is ſtrong: Peter thorough the weakneſs of 
| it his faith cryed out, Maſter ſave me, I periſb : 
and Chriſt checks him, for weakneſs, but not 
for want of faith: 0 thou of little faith, ( not 
|] Qthou unbeliever ) wherefore didft thou doubt ? 
| Aatth. 14.31. Ke that left thee his peace, told 
[/]/ thee not thou ſhouldeſt have peace with Satan 
[/// and thine own corruptions : the Devil former- 
\Iy was at quiet with thee, or rather quietly 
within thee, becauſe he was in full- poſſeſſion of 
thee;it is therefore, now. the ſtronger arguy 
ment of thy deliverance from bondage, and of 
thy glorious liberty amongſt the. Sons vi God , 
that thou art thus powerfully. aſſaulted by him. 
11} Comfort thy ſelf therefore. in.thts, that theſe TS 
!]'' winnowings of Satan are touchſtones of faith : A 
If thou hadſt never doubted, thou mighteſt , t 
then well have feared thou-hadſt never belic BE. 
ved : But now ſeeing infidelity and faith are e 
oppoſites eyen in the very beſt of Chriſtians, 'Y 


if abou. mayſt from thence both ſafely a: d op EY 
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fortably conclude that where there are moſt | 
fightings againſt”"grace, there are the trueſk 
ſymptoms of a living faith. And for the com- 
fortable cloſe be farther ſtrengthened by that 
bleſſed aſſurance which S.Paul giveth thee, 
2 Tim. 2, 13. that although (ſometimes) thou be» 
L eveſt not (though thou canſt not put thyfaith 
into a&) yet God is faithful , avho cannot deny 
himſelf: he, who hath promiſed , he will not 
break that bruiſed reed of faith which he him- 
ſelf hath planted in thee, will never ſuiſer thee 
to be tempted above that which by his aſſiſting 
grace thou ſhalt ( in his good time) be well 
able to reſiſt, 


By theſe Divine helps with Gods bleſſing up- 
on them, thou mayſt be able to reſiſt both the 
former temptations and alſo many others. of : 
tte like nature, moſt of them taking their ad- 
vantage either from the weaknels of faith or 
doubttulnels of true repentance : It now only 
remaineth that I admoniſh thee warily to take 
heed that thou miſtake not the counterfeits of 
grace for true and ſaving grace z for the ſafe 
and godly preyention whereof, take briefly 
theſe enſuing Rules, 


1.. Saving graces are rooted habits in the - 
ſoul, cloſely and firmly united like Ruth to 
Naomi; whither thon goeſt (be it eitherig-- 
to proſperity or adveriity) they will go: But 
common and counterfeit graces are only tranſi 
ent, which fox want of depth of earth, whery 
the heat of temptations cometh, {oon wither a- 
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| 2, Secondly, they-diffter much in their ope- 


| rations; counterfeit grace reſtraining only and 


tying up corruption for a time, which (ill 
. retaining its corrupt nature) would fain get 
looſe to (ſhew it ſelf corruption : But ſaving 
grace worketh a thorough change in the heart, 
whereby it is powerfully inabled ( although 
not always in the ſame degree of ab.lity) both 
to hate and overcome corruption, 

3- Thirdly,common grace although it may 
draw men todo ſpiritual aRions, yet with no 
ſpiritual delight; from whence it is that uſually 

ey reliſh no ſweetnels in prayer, no {piritual 
comfort in reading or hearing God's holy 
word, no ſpiritual joy and delight in fan&ify- 
ing the Sabbath ; with ſeveral other things of 
the like nature : But ſaving grace inables men 


to do ſpiritual a&ions with ſpiritual delight: _ 


And thus it was with holy David, Pſal. 15. 10. 
Thy avords (ſaith he) are ſweeter to me than the 
honey and the honey comb : and thus was it with 


S.Paul alſo, Rom. 7. 22. 1delight in the lawof 


the Lord after the inward mans: And from hence 
eſpecially it is that Gods people, Pſal. 110. 3. 
are ſaid by holy David to be « willing people. 
And thus for want of ſtri& examination of the 
graces by the former Rules too many are decei- 
ved with the counterfeits of faith,in ftead of ſa- 
ving Eaith,to believe for a time and afterwards 
to fail away & periſh everlaſtingly 3 with legal 
 Repentance in ſtead of Evangelical; grieving 
more for fear of puniſhment, than for grieving 
God's holy Spirit; Kepenting of their ſins, 
and yet ſtill reteining a ſecret love to their fins. 


Of theſe counterfcits of grace, let every a” 
© 
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of God carefully beware, but more efpecially 
of his Faith and repentance, as the very baſis 
and foundation of all his Chriſtian comfort : Be 
religiouſly cautious therefore that { by theſe . 
miſtakes ) there be no treaſon at home , and 
thou needeſt not to fear the dangers of Satan 
thy profeſſed enemy abroad : from both which 
and whatſoever elſe may either openly or cloſe- 
ly indeavour to oppoſe or undermine thy 
bleſſed intereſt in Chriſt, the Lord (who hath 
dearly bought thee, and truly and intirely 
loveth thee) ſave and defend thee; that fo | 
thou mayſt at laſt be bleſſedly victorious over | 
fin, Satan, death and hell, and reign trinm- {| 
moug with him, under whoſe banner thou 

aſt fought the good fight of Faith, and 3oy- 
fully finiſhed thy bleſſed courſe : nnto whoſe 
arms of endleſs mercy, I recommend both thee, 
and all thoſe that truly love and joyfully ex- 
pect the bie.ied day of his appearing. 
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f- Poſtſcript to the Reader. 


THus have 1 faithfully indeavoured (as God ' 
hath gratiouſly inabled me) with all plainneſs Q@ 

of ftile, earneſtneſs of ſoul, and fervency of affeti- 
on towards thee,) by the bleſſed light of his Sacred 
word, to lead thee from the dark and uncouth paths 
of ſin, which lead to endleſs deflruftion , (wherein 
thou haſt found nothing elſe but ſhame and ſorrow) 
weto thoſe bleſſi# ones of holineſs, which lead to end- 
tefs happineſs : Give me wow leave 1 beſeech thre 
earneſtly ro beg of thee , as thog loveſt-the eternal 
well-fare of thy pretious Soul , not to ſet light by 

: What thou haſt here read, but to make a gratious and 
a ſanftified tmprevement of it ; that ſoit may be- 
come unto thee the bleſſed ſavony of Life ts Salva- 
tion, and wot of death unto difxultion ; and if 
thou baft here met with any thing of comfort to thy 
ſoul, give God the praiſe, who u the ſole and bleſ- 
fed authowr and finiſher both of thy ſaving FAITH 
and timely REPENTANCE, who alone graticuſly 
hath wrought iu thee both 10 Will and to Doe ; for of 

- bim,and throxgh him, and ts him, are all things, 16 
whom be glory for evere SME N, 
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Of the inefſable laye of God unto man in the Hypo= 

fatical union, , PABe 33s 

CHAP. V. | 


# Of the ſinners nngodly difiruſt of God's mercy in 
Chrif,occafioned by the multitude , hainonſneſs 
and long continuance of his fins, pag. 36. 


CHAP, 


C H A P,  & 


1 Opon the great d #uger of preſuming too far upon thi 
| rich mercy of God in Chriff Feſws, with the ſinful 


and [ad conſequents thereof. Pag- 73« 
CHAP. VIL 
f the ſweetneſs, enfineſs and pleaſantneſs of the 


Ways of God; wherein is plainly diſcovered the 
falfity of the ſnppoſed difficulty and uncom- 
fortableneſs thereof. Pag. 99. 


CHAP. VIi1IL, 


Of the true repentance mever to be repented of, and 
_ Bhe great danger in deferring of it, Pag.100e 


CHAP. IX, 


[- 
| 
| 
| 
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Q 

the inticing enemies of the ſoul, the fi -4 pleas 

_ and delights of the world , =_ ly helps 

ts make refiflance 1n the hour of acre Mov 
PaBe 113s p 

C H- A P, x. 
Of the bleſſed tate of the righteous, in the ſafety of 
= foundation by Faith, upon the bleſſed corner | 

fone Chrift Feſw, pag. 124 ff. C 
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CHAP. XI. 


Of the Bleſſed State of the Righteoms, inthe Ho- 


our, Beauty, Strength and Saftty of their ſpi- 
ritual Building raiſed upon the bleſſed Cornor- 
fone Chrifs Feſus. Pap. 136e 


CHAP. XxII, 


Of the [ad and deplorable State of the Wicked, in 
the deformity, weakneſs and ruine of their carnal 
Building , fonfully raiſed upon the falſe and ſandy 
foundation of their own Righteouſneſt,and their 
vain hoprs of mercy, in the ſinful injoyments of 
the World. Pag- 1$ 7e 


CHAP. XxIIL 


of th ſyncere Chriflan » and bis boly helps in bit 
ſpiritual conflits. pag. 183, 


CHAP. XIV. 


Of the true $elot, and bis holy exerciſes and ime 
provements of this heavenly grace, pag. 208» 


CHAP KY 
Cf the ſhortneſs and uncertainty of life , the fer- 


rows and amazements of an unprepared death, 
and the ſcuerity and eternity of puniſhments af- 
ter death, Pag. 23ls 


CHAP. 


» 


CHAP. XYL 


Conteining heavenly helps , for weak , doubting, P 
and dilconſolate Chriſtians, pag. 24 | M p 
+0 
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D Errata, 


Age 30. line 29. for precceding; read pre- 

ceding. p. 40.,0. 13.&p. 43. 0. 8.. for pre- 
ceeding 7. preceding, p. 43+ 1.6. for Divinty,r. al 
Divinity, p. 47. 7. 30. for partakers, r, partaker , has 
p+ 48. |. 2. for children of peace, r. children of 
wrath) become the Sons of peace, p. 67. 1.22. 


For interceed,r.intercede,p.162.1.22, for ( al) r. 4 
legal, p. 188. 1.6. for cloſeſt, r. cloſet, p. 191. 0b. '\ Mm 
22. for ought, r. oughteſt. ſp 
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Courteous Reader, be pleaſed to take notice? Pr 
that theſe Book following, &c. are Printed 
for and ſold by Wiliam Miller at the Gilded | I 


Acorn in S. Paul's Church-yard, near the little 
North door, 


—_ with Cuts, by Sir Robert Stapyltow, f 
Knight. folio, /at, | 
Elſon on Coloſſions. 
Eradocks Harmony of the Evangeliſts. fol, | 20 
Principles, 0@av, | 


Ps | 


Deod on the Lords Prayer. quar, 
Aedice Cura Teipſum, or the Apethecaries 
Plea againſt Dofor Chrifopher Merret, quar. 
Fettiplace, the ſouls narrow ſearch for lin, oF. 
Engliſh Di&ionary,or Expolitor,the twelfth 
Edition Reviſed and enlarged, by S.C. duod. ® 
Compleat Bone-ſetter, of. 
Templum Muſicum,or the Muſical Synopſis,oF, 
The famous game of Cheſs-play, o#., | 
Shelton's Tachygraphia, I at. oft. | 
Clark about comfert which Gods children 
have, or at the leaſt earneſtly deſire and long 
after whilſt they are in this world, together 
with the obſtruEtions of comfort, and the re= 
moval of them, duod. 
Feofferies New years Gift, duod, | 
Divine Examples of Gods ſevere Judge- 
ments upon Sabbath: breakers in their unlawful 
ſports , Collected out of ſeveral Divine Sub. 
jeRs, viz. Maſter H, B, Maſter Beard, and the 
Praftice of Piety : a fit monument for our pre- 
ſent times, &c. 
A brief Remembrancer, or the right Im- 
provement of Chriſt's Birth-day. | 
A ſecond ſheet of old Maſter Dod's ſayings,or 
another Poſie gathered out of Maſter Dod's 
Garden. | 
The Hunting for Money the firſt part, 
The Hunting Match for Money the ſecond 
art, 
, At which yo0 you may be furniſhed with 
molt ſorts of Ads of Parlament : and other 
ſorts of ſtiched Books of what kind ſo evets 
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